The 99 Names & Attributes of Allah 


There are several names and attributes that are used to describe both Allah and His creation. 
What is the difference? 

1) The Attributes of Allah have no beginning and no end. 

2) The Attributes of Allah have no limits. 

3) The Attributes of Allah originally belong to Him only. 


Each one will make you understand the power of your Maker and Who He exactly is. The closer 
the relationship with the One Who created you, the happier and more content you will be. When 
a problem comes your way, you will consider it as an opportunity to show your Maker that you 
are happy with whatever He chose for you. 


Allah: 


In the Arabic language, the word Allah stands alone. While the English word God can be made 
plural, as in gods, the Arabic word cannot. The English word God is able to change gender, as in 
goddess, but the word Allah is genderless. The use of the words He or Him are grammatical only 
and do not indicate that Allah has any form of gender comprehensible to us. 


Allah is unique and in the Arabic language so too is His name. Thus, using the word Allah 
indicates that God is the One Who is worshiped and the One Who deserves to be worshiped 
by the whole of His creation. 


1. Meaning: Linguistically, it compromises root words alif-lam-ha (A-L-H) and the word 
“Allah” rolls softly on the tongue. The word Allah means: 
1) The Being Who comprises ALL the attributes of perfection. 
2) The Being Who possesses the best and noblest qualities imaginable in the highest degree. 
This is supported by the Quran: “His are the best (or most beautiful) names.” [17:110;20:8; 
and 7:180]. 


The word ‘Allah’ is the proper name of God. This name belongs to no one but Him. He has 
made this name only for Himself. The root word Ilaah means something that deserves to be 
worshiped AND obeyed at the same time. 


Allah is a proper name, not derived from anything and the Al is inseparable from it. The word is 
unique and it is the Name which refers to the Being Himself as His personal name. 


The word “Allah” is a proper noun referring to the Lord. Its root is the word Zah (commonly 
translated as the one who is worshipped out of love = al-Ma’bood). Aliha is a verb and in Arabic 
means love. It is an intense kind of love. In ancient Arab, before Islam, there used to have ten 
degrees of love. the lowest degree was hubb. The tenth degree of love is unhealthy because it 
will kill you (unable to sleep, eat, etc). The ninth degree is wallah which is a kind of love, when 
you have it, you do not feel pain, hunger, sadness—no negative emotion is left with this type of 
love. So when we say bismillah, we are acknowledging that we truly have love for Allah and 


therefore our problems will feel like nothing. Everybody has some type of problems— with their 
spouse, extended family member, children, health, money, immigration, etc. When we put 
reliance on Allah, He will remove the worries from our head and sort everything out. Reciting 
Bismillahi Rahman ar-Raheem is the most amazing gift to us. As a result, a Muslim should have 
no reason to be pessimistic or depressed. 


NOTE: The word al-ilah (the deity/god) is a different word. 


Amazing Facts about the Name ‘Allah’: 

— The Name ‘Allah’ is the only Name of Allah, the rest are all Attributes. 
— The first and the last Word of the Adhan is ‘Allah’. 

— The first word of Salah is ‘Allah’. 

— In a typical Salah, the word most commonly used is ‘Allah’. 

— The beginning of our life starts with ‘Allah’ (the adhan). 

— The end of our life should be la ilaha illa Allah. 


It indicates that Allah is the true God who alone deserves to be worshipped, whom all creatures 
worship Him out of love, praise His greatness, revere Him and turn to Him in times of need and 
adversity. In fact, this name compromises of ALL of His beautiful names and attributes. 


It is not enough to worship Allah through rituals. We have to give His obedience precedence 
over our desires in every situation of our life. 


Occurrence: 2724 times. We should reflect upon the number of times Allah uses a particular 
name of His in the Quran because that is something that He wants us to know & 
understand about Him. 


Every surah begins with “Bismillah” - “In the Name of Allah” 
Ayat-ul-Kursi: One of the greatest ayahs in the Quran begins with the name “Allah.” 


Surat Taa Haa [20:14]: “Surely I am Allah, there is no god but I; therefore, worship Me and 
keep up prayer for My remembrance.” 


Surah Ikhlas: Begins with “Qul huww-al-Allahu Ahad” 


Allah Most High exists beyond time, space, location and ‘physical’ direction; He is where He has 
always been. We have not been commanded to identify the exact ‘physical location’ of Allah; 
rather our responsibility is to recognize Allah (ma’rifa), build a strong relationship with Him, 
affirm His exaltedness (tanzih - placed at a high or powerful level; held in high regard), affirm 
His Oneness (tawhid), learn about His attributes (sifat), worship Him, obey His commands and 
abstain from His prohibitions. Beyond that, there is no Islamic obligation to know where Allah 
Almighty exactly is; neither is it possible for the meager intellects of us created beings to fully 
grasp the reality and majesty of our Creator. We have not even fully understood the reality of our 
souls, bodies, the sun, the moon, the stars, the mountains, the sky, and so forth; then how are we 
expected to comprehend the essence (kunh - intrinsic nature or indispensable quality) of the 
Almighty. 


We should steer clear from trying to grasp the reality of Allah, and suffice by understanding that 
the human intellect is very limited in its reach. We must see our inability to fully understand 
Allah as being from our weakness and imperfection as humans. 


The central point of belief (aqida) with respect to Allah Most High — alongside affirmation of 
His Oneness (tawhid) — is His transcendence (tanzih), which has a clear Quranic basis and is 
unanimously agreed upon. Tanzih refers to affirming, in absolute and emphatic terms, that there 
is no similitude between Allah and His creation. Allah does not resemble His creation in any way 
or form, and there is no creation that is similar to Him in any way. No imagination can conceive 
of Him and no understanding can comprehend Him, as He is different from all created beings. 


And He Most High says: “And there is none like unto Him.” [Ikhlas 112:4] 


Imam al-Nasafi states, “He [Allah] is not a body (jism), nor an atom (jawhar), nor is He 
something formed (musawwar), nor a thing limited (mahdud), nor a thing numbered (ma’dud), 
nor a thing portioned or divided, nor a thing compounded (mutarakkab), and nor does He come 
to end in Himself. He is not described by quiddity (al-mahiyya - no distinctive features), or by 
quality (al-kayfiyya), nor is He placed in a space (al-makan); and time (al-zaman) does not affect 
Him. Nothing resembles Him; that is to say, nothing is like unto Him.” 


Imam Abu Hanifa states: “If it is asked, ‘Where is Allah?’ It will be said to him that Allah Most 
High existed when there was no place, before creating the creation. And Allah Most High existed 
when there was no ‘where’, no creation, nothing; and He is the Creator of everything.” (Al-Fiqh 
al-Absat, P: 21) 


There are certain texts in the Qur’an and Sunna which indicate that Allah Most High is in the sky 
or above the heavens upon His Throne. Conversely, there are other texts which indicate that 
Allah Most High is everywhere and All-Encompassing. We affirm the words indicating location 
and Throne for Allah, and also those which indicate Him being everywhere. However, we cannot 
comprehend the reality of Allah being on His Throne and neither can we comprehend the reality 
of Him being everywhere — although we fully negate that Allah is ‘physically’ in the heavens/ 
on His Throne (tashbih), and also negate that He is ‘physically’ everywhere in everything 
(hulul). 


The human intellect is very limited, and thus it is very difficult to comprehend Allah being 
above the heavens upon His Throne without some sort of bodily figure coming to mind. The 
early Muslims had strong faiths, and may have been equipped to negate any thought of a bodily 
figure occupying a throne. This cannot be said for every simple believer today. In life, we are 
accustomed to only experiencing created things; and thus it may be difficult to fully realize the 
transcendent nature and majesty of Allah Most High — if we were to say that He is upon His 
Throne. 


Just as when a person performs Salah, he faces the Ka’bah. The sky is the direction (qibla) for 
supplication (du’a), just as the Ka’bah is the direction (qibla) for the ritual prayer. With regard to 
the texts describing Allah to be everywhere or with His creation. However, one must not believe 


that Allah Most High is ‘physically’ everywhere, since space is created whereas Allah is pre- 
existent and eternal. 


First step: Tawheed => la illaha ila Allah, Muhammad-an Rasool Allah 


Second step: Taqwa => refers to the precautions you take as a result of fear; the things you do b/ 
c you’re afraid; a feeling that results in some kind of action; avoiding bad & doing good; sabr to 
do good and sabr to stay away from evil. 


Third step: Qadr => reliance on Allah and living Islam. 


Allah loves humility, to attribute everything you have to Him. Act upon your 
gratitude to Allah (give charity, help the needy, etc). Translate the ni’mah He 
bestowed upon you to good actions. Allah loves ihsaan (extending goodness from 
yourself to others). 


Allah loves repentance, purity (outside & inside), and cleanliness. 

Wudhu - every sin that the person committed, with each limb, will be washed away with 
the last drop of water while performing wudhu. If you recite shahadah when you are done with 
wudhu, all the gates of Jannah will open for you. 


Alllah loves to forgive: He has told us not to lose hope in His mercy >> Allah will never tire of 
forgiving you until you are tired of seeking forgiveness. 


Allah does NOT like: 

e arrogance 

e kufr - you know the Truth deep in your heart but refuse to acknowledge it. 

e dhulm - doing opposite of what you are supposed to do 
e.g. someone works for you and you don’t pay them, to injure women, child, elderly, animals, 
vegetation, etc. during battle. 

e aggression, facade, mischief, treachery 

e extravagance 

e haram wealth - we will be asked about how earned our money and where we spent it. 


What is the easy way to get close to Allah? Dhikr. Allah tells us in the Quran: “Remember Me 
and I shall remember you.” 


Ar-Rabb: The Master 


He is the Lord, Master, Creator, Owner and Disposer of all affairs who bestows His blessings 
upon His creatures and looks after His righteous servants by setting their hearts aright. This name 
must NOT be attributed to other than Allah. The Lord is the One who created everything, the 
One who posses everything that exists, the One who takes care of His creation, and He ensures 
their welfare. 


This is the only name in which we can say “mine.” Saying “Rabbi” - “My Lord” brings 
closeness. 


However, when used to refer to other than Allah, it is always used in the genitive case, to mean 
‘the owner or proprietor of something’, such as rabb al-‘usrah; that is, the head of the family. 


Ar-Rabb is the only One who truly takes care of the whole creation, nourishing it in the most 
perfect way. He is the One who created us, who sustains us, who fosters and regulates all beings 
from the earliest state to that of the highest perfection. 


Meaning: Rabb comes from the root raa-baa-baa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be an Absolute Owner (part of the meaning vs malik exclusively means owner) 
e.g. rabbu ‘abdin (master of a slave), rabbul-bayt (owner of a house) 
2) To take care of, nourish, sustain, and provide for. 
3) To raise or bring up. 


Linguistically, Rabb is a term used for the owner (maalik), the master (as-sayyid), the one who 
takes care of, sustains, nourishes (al-gayyoom), and provides or takes care of everything (ar- 
razzaaq). [Lisan al-Arab by ibn Mandhoor]. 


The word tarbiyyah is also derived from the same root, and it means to take care of. It is often 
used to indicate how we raise and nurture our children. 


Rabb is also used with an adjective to refer to people, indicating the “master” or the one who is 

obeyed, for example rabb ud daar— the master of the house. Only Allah is Ar-Rabb; He is the 
true and complete owner of everything in existence and the only one who takes care, nourishes, 
and fosters everything that exists through every stage of existence. 


Every Muslim should believe in and live by tawheed ar-ruboobiyyah, the Oneness of Allah’s 
Lordship. This means that you affirm Allah is One and Unique in His actions. Examples are 
creation, controlling affairs, provision, giving life and death, and sending down rain. It is firmly 
believing that only Allah nourishes & sustains and that no other being can do the things He does. 


Allah Ar-Rabb says: “And indeed if you ask them [Mushriks]: ‘Who has created the heavens and 
the earth?’ They will surely say: ‘The All-Mighty, the All-Knower created them.’” [43:9] Yet they 
still did not affirm tawheed ar-ruboobiyyah, and worshipped idols. 


LESSON: Only affirming the Lordship of Allah is not sufficient for someone to be a true 
Muslim; you must also affirm the Oneness of Allah and thus devote your worship to Him alone! 


How to Live by this Name: 


1. Feel it when you say “Rabb-il-‘Alameen.” 
In the five Fard namaz, we recite Al-Fatiha seventeen times a day: 
Alhamdulillahi Rabb-il-‘Alameen — “All praise and thanks is to the Lord of the Worlds.” 


We should feel the greatness of our Rabb and imagine He is not only the Rabb of humans, but 
also the Rabb of angels, jinns, and all the galaxies, and He takes care of everything in existence 
24/7. Let this increase our love, fear and hope in Him each time we say “Rabb-il-‘ Alameen!” In 
each rukoo’, we say subhana rabbiyal-‘adheem and in each sujood subhana rabbiyal-‘alaa? 
Each prayer is filled with this beautiful name! 


2. Live by tawheed ar-ruboobiyyah. 

Realize what tawheed ar-ruboobiyyah means in our daily life and really live by the fact 
only Allah is our Lord, Provider, and Sustainer. How many times do we turn to other people 
instead of Allah for our needs, when we have to make certain decisions? Only Ar-Rabb can give 
life and death. When you are worried and distressed, know that only Ar-Rabb can bring benefit 
and ward off harm, and when you need something, know that only He answers prayers. 


3. Use the “Rabbanaa” supplications from the Quran. 

In the Quran, you can find a selection of supplications & du’as starting with Rabbanaa 
(our Lord) or Rabbee (my Lord). A beautiful example is the supplication to make for the parents: 
And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy and say, “My Lord, have mercy upon them 
as they brought me up [when I was] small.” [17:24] 


4. Trust in your Lord. 

Know that Ar-Rabb takes care of you in all situations and trust in all of His actions 
because they are good for you. Take inspiration from this beautiful ayah: [Moses] said, “No! 
Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me.” [26:62] When Musa (as) reached the sea bank, it 
seemed that death was either ahead of them (sea) or behind them (Pharaoh’s army). Musa (as) 
then called out to his Lord, “Ya Rabb!” for help. 


Occurrence: 980 times in four derived forms: Examples of these forms are Rabbee (“my Lord”), 
al-Rabaaniyoona (“the Rabbis”), and Ribbiyyoona (“religious scholars”). 


“All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.” (Surat Al-Faatihah: 1:2) 


O Allah, Ar-Rabb, we know that You are our Lord, Master and Sustainer. Adorn us with a firm 
belief in and acting upon the Oneness of Your Lordship and aid us to call upon You in the best 
ways, described in Your Book and the sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Beautify us with trust in You 
and contentment with all of Your actions, Ameen! 


Al-Malik: The Owner 
The One who has full power over everything without any limits. 


He is the King, the owner and ruler of the whole creation. Al-Malik gives authority to whomever 
He wants in this world, and He has supreme authority and is ruled by no one! 


Meaning: Malik, Maalik and Maleek all come from the root Maa-Laa-Kaa, which points to 
three main meanings. 

1) To have possession and ownership. 

2) To have power and ability. 

3) To control and have authority. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Malik on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 206 
times in the Quran in ten derived forms. Examples of these forms are malakat (“possess”), 
mulku (“dominion”) and al-malaa’ikatu (“the angels)”. 


Linguistically, malik refers to the attribute of mulk; which points to power and ability: They do 
not possess ability. [13:16] Mulk also means possession and ownership: To Him belongs the 
Ownership of the heavens and earth [2:107] as well as control and authority: O my people, 
sovereignty is yours today, [your being] dominant in the land. But who would protect us from the 
punishment of Allah if it came to us? [40:29] Al-Malik is simultaneously the Ultimate King, 
Ruler, and Owner of all beings. 


Al-Malik Himself says: So high [above all] is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth . . . [20:114] 
Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah, the Sovereign, the 
Pure, the Exalted in Might, the Wise . . . [62:1] The Sovereign of mankind . . . [114:2] —A king 
is known by his signs. Muhammad (saw) reads to the people al-Malik’s revelations — the 
mountains, sun, and stars are all signs of the King. 


Describing an amazing and humbling moment on the Day of Judgment, the Prophet (saw) said: 
Allah will grasp the earth and fold up the heavens with His Right Hand and proclaim, “J Am the 
King! Where are the kings of the earth? Where are the tyrants? Where are the arrogant?” [A]- 
Bukharee, Muslim] No one will speak and the kings & rulers of this world will be left with none 
of their “power.” On that Day, no one will be misjudged, not even the animals. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Stay within the limits of Al-Malik. 

Would you drive 60 mph while in a 30 mph zone when you know a camera is ready to 
record you and fine you accordingly? In your daily life keep reminding yourself to remain within 
the bounds set by Allah, al-Malik, your King, and imagine both His punishment and reward. 


2. Don't use the name Al-Malik for yourself. 

The Prophet (sw) also said: The most despicable name to Allah is a person who calls 
himself the king of kings, while there are no owners except Allah [Al-Bukharee, Muslim]. The 
name Al-Malik belongs to Allah SWT only. 


3. Be patient and be a king in the Hereafter. 

The real sovereignty in this world for you is to strive for self-control. Don’t be a slave of 
money, fashion, or desire, but suppress your desires and constantly strive against the whims 
of your ego to please Al-Malik. As is beautifully quoted: Desire can turn kings into slaves and 
patience can turn slaves into kings! Recognize His ways of bestowing kingship: Say, O Allah, 
Possessor of sovereignty, You give kingdom to whom You will and take it away from whom You 
will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent! [3:26] So be patient 
in times of hardship and in striving to stay away from what is forbidden by Al-Malik and He 
will give you an eternal kingdom in the Hereafter InshaAllah. 


4. Ask Al-Malik. 

Whenever you feel disheartened tell yourself Allah is your Malik and you are part of His 
Kingdom. He does whatever He wants [36:82] and when something “bad” happens to you, 
know this is from His wisdom and that no matter how impossible your situation or ambitions 
seem, you can always ask Him only for a way out. Nothing is impossible for Al-Malik. 


5. Be just. 

All kings and owners, just or unjust, are low compared to Al-Malik. You are responsible 
for whatever you have authority over, and you will be accountable for it. In reality you don’t own 
anything; it all belongs to Al-Malik. So be just to your spouses, children, and even animals, and 
remind yourself that you will be dealt with by the King on the Day of Judgement. 


6. Humble yourself in heart and body. 

Never be arrogant, and keep reminding yourself that you are an ‘abd (slave) of Al-Malik, 
no matter how rich or self-sufficient you might feel. Al-Malik reminds you of what your priority 
in your daily-life should be: Then High above all be Allah, the True King. [20:114] Be humble 
in your heart but also in your speech and appearance. Using foul language, speaking poorly 
of others, or having an arrogant body posture are not features of a believer who humbles himself 
or herself for Al-Malik— He sees you 24/7. 


7. Praise Al-Malik. “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone, without partner, to 
Him belongs all sovereignty and praise, and He is over all things omnipotent.” 
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Rasool (sw) said that whoever recites this 100 times, he will receive the reward of freeing ten 
slaves, one hundred hasanah will be written for him and one hundred misdeeds will be washed 
away. He will be shielded from shaytan until the evening. No one will be able to present 
anything better than this except for someone who recited more than this. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] 


The Prophet (sw) also used to say immediately following the witr prayer: Subhaan al-Malik al- 
Quddoos (Glory is to the King, the Holy) three times, and raising & extending his voice on the 
third time and then saying: Rabbil-malaa’ikati warroohi ( Lord of the angels and the spirit) 
[An-Nasaa’i]. 


O Allah, Al-Malik, we know that You are our only King and Owner. Help us in following Your 


commands and in being Your righteous slaves, and adorn us with patience and humility. Guide 
us in being just in all our daily affairs, and admit us to Your Kingdom of Paradise, ameen! 


Ar-Rahmaan: Extremely Merciful 


čdaayl: Allah’s comprehensive mercy which He shows to all His creation without exception by 





creating them and providing for them. It is a mercy to all creations in this life and the next. He is 
extremely merciful to us right now, but He could stop being merciful to us (if we disobey 
Him). 


By definition, it is something extreme. The addition of the ‘aan’ at the end is a hyperbole, as it 
turns the mercy into something unimaginable — Allah is extremely, unfathomably merciful. 


This structure also implies that this is something happening in the present. For example, you see 
someone donating money to someone who is needy, and you call this person a generous person. 
This is happening in the present and the person’s generosity is manifesting itself right now, so the 
implication of your description is different than when you describe that person to your friend. In 
the latter case, you may still call that person generous, but it doesn’t guarantee that the person is 
being generous right now. This linguistic feature is not common in the English language, but in 
Arabic, it is indicated by the structure, as is the case with ar-Rahmaan; Allah is being merciful 
right now. 


The third unique feature of this structure is transience, which means something that is not 
permanent. This is also shared by other Arabic words that sound the same, such as hungry 
(oles), thirsty (¢,Léibe), angry, and what is common in these words is that they are all temporary, 


they are present and then something takes them away; food takes away hunger, drink takes away 
thirst. And this feature implies that His Mercy is temporary and something will take it away. 


Note: We have to be careful if translating the names of Allah into a different language. The name 
Ar-Rahmaan is most commonly translated as The Most Merciful, The Entirely Merciful, The 
Most Gracious. Ar-Rahmaan is the One whose intense and perfect Mercy embraces the whole 
creation! SubhanaAllah. Scholars say it is the best name of Allah. 


Meaning: Rahmaan comes from the root raa-haa-meem, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To have gentleness and to love. 
2) To have mercy. 
3) To show favor. 
4) To have all that is required for beneficence. 


Occurrence: Ar-Rahmaan: 55-57 times in the Quran and 133 times in the basmalah. Ar- 
Raheem appears double the amount of times 114x. This root appears 339 times in the Quran in 
nine derived forms. Examples of these forms are rahima (“bestows mercy”), al-arhaam (the 
wombs”) and rahmatan (“mercy”). 


Linguistically, rahmaan shows intensity (thus the ending is —aan). For example ghadbaan means 
extremely angry. Ar-Rahmaan points out to the intensity, abundance, and vastness of the 
mercy (rahmah) of Allah, and the attribute of grace is inseparable from the Almighty. 


Evidence: “The Most Gracious has taught the Qur’an.” (55:1- 2) 


Allah first mentioned His name — Allah — that is exclusively His and described this name by Ar- 
Rahmaan, which no one else is allowed to use, just as Allah said, “Say (O Muhammad) invoke 
Allah or invoke Ar-Rahmaan, by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him 
belong the Best names.” [17:110] [Tafseer ibn Katheer] 


Ar-Rahmaan Himself says: [This is] a revelation from the Entirely Merciful, the Especially 
Merciful . . . [41:2] That Day, no intercession will benefit except [that of] one to whom the Most 
Merciful has given permission and has accepted his word. [Quran, 20:109] 


Explaining the mercy of Allah, ar-Rahmaan, the Prophet (sw) said: Allah has divided mercy 
into 100 parts, and He retained with Him 99 parts, and sent down to earth one part. 
Through this one part, creatures deal with one another with compassion, so much so that an 
animal lifts its hoof over its young lest it should hurt it. [Al-Bukharee] Be amazed at the fact that 
the other 99 parts are yet to come and they are with Allah Himself. You will not enter Jannah 
because of your deeds, but by the rahma of Allah only. 


The Prophet (sw) also said, When Allah created the creatures, He wrote in the Book, which is 
with Him over His Throne: Verily, My Mercy prevailed over My Wrath. [Al-Bukharee] 


One of the tricks of shaytan will be to isolate yourself—to be away from people. But we should 
strive to be in the righteous company - like Islamic gatherings, ones who will remind you of 
Allah when you forget Him, ones who’s appearances remind you of Allah, etc. Shaytan will also 
try to convince us that we are not good enough to be around righteous Muslims. This will 
actually lead to a further deterioration of our Iman. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Never despair. 

No matter how many sins you commit, He can have mercy on you if you just turn to Ar- 
Rahmaan. Every mistake or sin is an opportunity and a sign that it’s time to get closer to 
Him! Whenever you commit a sin, call Him by this name to have mercy on you and remind 
yourself of one of the most optimistic ayah in the Quran: “Say, O My servants who have 
transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah 
forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” [39:53]. 


See he eg AE lp cl oN Gals 


OPOE E NELA, 


2. Be merciful to others. 

Be merciful to not only the needy but also to your family if you want the mercy of Ar- 
Rahmaan! The Prophet (sw) said: Allah will not be merciful to those who are not merciful to the 
people. [Al-Bukharee] The Prophet (sw) gave a simple formula on how to deal with others: 
Whoever wishes to be delivered from the fire and enter the garden should die with faith in Allah 
and the Last Day and should treat the people as he wishes to be treated by them. [Muslim] So no 
matter how big or small, think how you would like to be treated in the same situation. 


3. Keep family ties. 

Be active in being in touch with your family: regularly visit, call, and exchange gifts, and 
never abandon your family. The Prophet (sw) said: ... The womb (rahm) is derived from the 
Merciful, so whoever keeps relations with his family then Allah will keep relations with him, and 
whoever abandons his family then Allah will abandon him. [At-Tirmidhee] Be the first to make 
up after an argument. The Prophet (sw) said: It is not permitted for a Muslim to forsake his 
brother for more than three (days); whoever does this and dies, he will enter Jahanam. [Abu 
Dawud] 


4. Be good to your parents. 

Daily ask Ar-Rahmaan to have mercy on your parents! He instructs you: For your Lord 
has decreed that you worship none but Him. And honor your parents. If one or both of them 
reach old age in your care, never say to them "even" ‘ugh,’ nor yell at them. Rather, address them 
respectfully. And be humble with them out of mercy, and pray, “My Lord! Be merciful to them as 
they raised me when I was young.” [17:23-24] 


5. Recognize mercy and be grateful. 

Reflect upon Allah’s mercy when you see all the blessings around you — food, water, 
oxygen. Only Ar-Rahmaan can make it rain and He made the rain sweet and not salty. When you 
love someone or are loved, know that this feeling was manifested by the mercy of Allah. Think 
about the mercy of Ar-Rahmaan in sending the Prophet Muhammad (sw) to you, and be intensely 
happy and grateful to have such a merciful Lord. 


O Allah, Ar-Rahmaan, we know that Your mercy is perfect. Let us never despair in Your mercy, 
guide us to be merciful to others, to maintain our family ties, and to seek Your pleasure. Enable 
us to reflect on Your mercy around us, adorn us with gratefulness, and enter us into Paradise by 
Your mercy, ameen! 


Ar-Raheem: Continuously Merciful 


AdaylI: this is a special type of rahma (mercy) that He has exclusively for the believers, both in 
this life and in the hereafter. 


It implies permanence. So Allah is ar-Raheem and perpetually merciful, always merciful, 


constantly merciful, endlessly merciful, and His mercy is always going to be there. 
Secondly, it is not necessarily happening right now (i.e. not present). That is, Allah is always 
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merciful and His mercy is perpetual, but He may not be merciful to us at this moment. Like 
a person who is known to be generous. But he may not be generous at that very moment. 


The fact that we only take from Allah and He only gives; we never thank but He still gives; we 
rarely remember Him but He still increases in love for us. So by default He is Merciful. Imagine 
if we commit one sin and He would immediately destroy us? It’s thru His rehma that we are not 
instantly punished. Forgiving someone isn't just about doing good to another. It's also about 
healing a scar in your own heart. 


Allah says in Surah Ar-Rahmaan that every thing in the Heavens and the Earth begs Allah for its 
needs. The argument can be made that an atheist doesn't ask Allah for anything at all. The answer 
to that is simple: his throat begs to Allah when it is thirsty, his heart seeks permission from Allah 
before beating each and every single time, and every blood cell asks Allah's permission before 
traveling through his veins. There is only one small part of his heart, his free will, that is in 
disobedience to Allah. And even that part will beg to Allah on Judgment Day. 


Lesson: Khidr killed a child and built a wall for people who mistreated them. Musa could not 
understand the wisdom behind his actions until Khidr explained it to him. A lot of times we do 
not see Ar-Rahman in our lives when we are going through hardships. Even if we cannot 
understand the wisdom behind the pain & suffering we are going through, we have to remember 
that our knowledge is very limited and Allah’s is unlimited. 


Hadith: There was a woman who was frantically running around looking for her lost child in the 
dangerous desert (wild animals and poisonous reptiles). As Rasool (sw) stood watching, the 
Sahabahs followed his actions. When the woman finally finds her baby and holds onto him 
tightly, her tears of sadness & fear change to tears of joy & happiness. The prophet (sw) then 
asks the Sahabahs, “Do you think that woman will throw away her child into the fire?” They 
responded, “Of course not! Did we not see how she was frantically looking for her baby?” He 
(sw) replied, “Allah’s rahma is greater than the rahma this mother has for her own child.” 


E.g. if a child tries to put keys into an electric outlet, the parent will first warn them to stop. But 
if they keep repeating the action, the parent will then scold them or slap their hand. What 
happens to the child? They get upset but that disciplinary action was necessary to save them 
from harm. 


Ar-Raheem is the One who bestows His continuous mercy on all of creation and who bestows 
even more grace and greater rewards in response to the good deeds of the believers. The prophet 
(saw) is the most merciful human being to ever live and was sent as a mercy to mankind from ar- 
Raheem. 


Allah’s comprehensive mercy which He shows to all His creation without exception by creating 
them and providing for them, and the particular mercy that He has exclusively for the believers, 
both in this life and in the hereafter. 


Occurrence: Ar-Raheem: 114-123 times. Allah calls Himself Ar-Raheem on 93 occasions in the 
Quran, 112 times in the basmalah. This root appears 339 times in the Quran in nine derived 
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forms. Examples of these forms are turhamoona (“receive mercy”), ruhman (in affection”), and 
ar-raahimeena (“[of]those who show mercy”). 


Linguistically, raheem shows continuity or repetition (the ending of -eem). For example, 
jameel means beautiful and kareem means honorable or generous, which reflect characteristics or 
states. Related to Ar-Rahmaan, Ar-Raheem refers to the action or the effect of Allah’s intense 
mercy on creation, indicating how this mercy encompasses creatures. Imagine a shower of 
blessings, and imagine the shower as very intense and continuous. Allah is the intensely 
(Rahmaan) and the continuously (Raheem) Merciful. 


Ar-Raheem Himself says: He said, “I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord. Indeed, it is He 
who is the Forgiving, the Merciful [12:98] . . . [O Muhammad], inform My servants that it is I 
who am the Forgiving, the Merciful [15:49] and. . . And indeed, your Lord — He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Merciful. [26:9] 


Certain names Allah uses only to describe Himself. He says: “Say: Invoke Allah or invoke Ar- 
Rahmaan, by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him belong the Best 
names.” [17:110] As for Allah’s name Ar-Raheem, Allah has described others by it: “Verily, there 
has come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive 
any injury or difficulty. He (Muhammad) is anxious over you (to be rightly guided) for the 
believers kind and merciful.” [9:128] 


Know that kind and compassionate treatment is liked by Ar-Raheem and is in fact His blessing 
from Him to you. A person who is hardhearted is deprived of this divine blessing and mercy. 
Ayesha (ra) reported that some Bedouins came to the Messenger of Allah (sw) and asked, ‘Do 
you kiss your children?’ He replied, ‘Yes.’ They then said: ‘By Allah, we do not kiss them.’ He 
then replied, ‘I cannot help you if Allah has snatched kindness from your hearts.’ [Al-Bukharee, 
Muslim] So open up your heart to others and constantly warm your heart with the remembrance 
of Allah. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Obey Ar-Raheem, hold onto the Quran. 

And He is Merciful (Raheem) to the believers [33:43]. Allah mentions ways for you in 
the Quran to receive His special mercy as a believer. He says: and obey Allah and His Messenger 
(sw) so that you all may receive Mercy [3:132]. This mercy is only reserved for those who try 
their best to hold on to the guidelines, prohibitions, and commandments mentioned in the 
Quran and Sunnah. And this is a book, We have sent it down as one blessed, so follow it and 
fear Allah so that you all may receive Mercy [6:155]. 


2. Strive for taqwa. 

O you who have believed, have taqwa of Allah and believe in His Messenger; He will 
[then] give you a double portion of His mercy and make for you a light by which you will walk 
and forgive you; and Allah is Forgiving and Merciful [57:28]. Taqwa can be described as 
consciousness which inspires you to be on guard against wrong action and eager for actions 
which please Allah and to stay away from those actions which displease and anger him. 

Tips to increase your taqwa are: be alert to whatever may divert you from Allah, and 


13 


be alert of your desires that may lead you to the forbidden. Ascribe each success, material or 
spiritual, to Allah only, and long for His pleasure in everything you do, big or small. Renew your 
Iman by reflecting on Ar-Raheem’s creation and remember death by living each day with the 
knowledge it can happen anytime. 


3. Pray four units of prayer before ‘asr. 
The Prophet (sw) said: May Allah have mercy on one who prays four rak’ahs before the 
‘Asr Prayer [At-Tirmidhee]. 


Sunnan al-Rawaatib: Allah will build a house in Jannah for whoever is diligent in observing 12 
Sunnah Rak’ ahs: 

2 before the Fajr (Dawn) Prayer 

4 before and 2 after the Dhuhr (Midday) Prayer 

2 after the Maghrib (Sunset Prayer) 

2 after the Ishaa (Evening) Prayer 


Hadith sahih narrated by at-Tirmidhi No. 379 , Hadith No. 6183 in Sahih al-Jaami. 


The Asr (Late-Afternoon) Prayer has no routine Sunnah (basic recommended voluntary 
prayer). However, it is mustahab (preferable and recommended) that one prays 4 Rak'ahs before 
the Asr Prayer. The 4 Rak'ahs are of less reward and significance in importance of adhering to 
them compared to the "sunnan al-rawaatib" described above. The 4 Rak'ahs are the ones intended 
by the Prophet (saw) in saying: "May Allah have mercy on the one who prays 4 rak’ah before the 
Asr Prayer." [at-Tirmidhi no. 395] 


4. Listen to the Quran attentively. 

And when the Quran is recited, listen to it with attention, that you may receive mercy 
[7:204]. Have you noticed the effect on your heart when you sit and listen to the Quran with your 
ears and heart, with no distractions around you? The more you respect and honor the Book of 
Allah, the more cure, guidance and mercy you will receive through it. 


5. Turn to Ar-Raheem. 

Whenever Ar-Raheem gives you a trial, know that no one can give you a way out but 
Him, so turn to Him as soon as hardship hits you. And if Allah should touch you with adversity, 
there is no remover of it except Him; and if He intends for you good, then there is no repeller of 
His bounty. He causes it to reach whom He wills of His servants. And He is the Forgiving, the 
Merciful [10:107]. No matter what sin you commit, Allah forgives you if you repent of it. That’s 
the beauty of Al-Ghafoor Ar-Raheem. 


6. Ask Ar-Raheem for compassion. 

The Prophet (sw) said: He who is not merciful to our young (people) and who shows no 
respect to our elderly is not one of us. [At-Tirmidhee] Ask Allah to bless you with a soft heart 
and to enable you to feel compassion towards your relatives, friends, and the whole Muslim 
nation. How many do not feel responsible or attached to the Ummah? The Prophet (sw) said: 
The similitude of believers in regard to mutual love, affection, fellow-feeling is that of one body; 
when any limb of it aches, the whole body aches, because of sleeplessness and fever. [Muslim] 
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Allah chose these two Names of His for EVERYTHING we begin: Bismillah Rahman ar- 
Raheem. This means that everything Allah is allowing us to do is because He loves us and cares 
for us. However, Allah SWT will give you His love and His care ON HIS TERMS. And you may 
not always understand His terms. Somebody is in the hospital, dying of cancer at a young age. 
Allah is still ar-Rahman and ar-Raheem to that person. However, we cannot comprehend the 
wisdom of His mercy. 


We should reflect upon the story of Yusuf (as). He was taken away from his father as a young 
boy. His own siblings tried to murder him. He was abandoned in a well all alone. Then he was 
picked up by strangers who sold him as a child slave. He eventually becomes a servant living in 
a house doing an honest job but then gets accused unjustly by the lady of the household and was 
thrown into jail for years. One will wonder how can a merciful caring God do this? But in the 
story, we know that Yusuf (as) eventually comes out of jail by interpreting the king of Egypt’s 
dream. And he becomes the leader of that nation and reunites with his family. 


Recall interpretation: Yusuf advised that the country is going to have a drought (water problem). 
So all of the farmland is going to dry up and die. They should save food for seven years while 
they are still getting rainfall because the next seven years the water will be gone. 


If Yusuf (as) was never kidnapped, he would never have been imprisoned. If he never went to 
jail, the king would never have met him. And if he was never met the king, he would never have 
interpreted the dream. Through his dream interpretation, thousands of children for seven years 
didn’t die of thirst and hunger. For every single child that was saved, the reward goes to Yusuf. 


LESSON: You may experience a little bit of suffering in life with Allah’s love and care. Why? 
Because there is a higher purpose. These are the Names of Allah we call upon when we start a 
task. Don’t ever lose sight of the fact whether things work out for you the way you want or not, 
one thing is always there: Allah SWT never stopping loving, caring, and protecting. 


O Allah, Ar-Raheem, we know that You bestow Your mercy perfectly and continuously on all that 
exists. Guide us to hold onto Your book and the sunnah so we may attain your special mercy and 
adorn our actions, speech, and thoughts with a deep sense of taqwa. Make us turn to You at all 
times, asking for Your Mercy, and make us compassionate so we will enter through the gates of 
Your paradise by Your mercy, Ameen! 


Ar-Ra’oof: The Kind/Compassionate 


He is the One who bestows mercy with the utmost tenderness. Ar-Ra’oof has beautiful pity on 
us, with which He gently warns us, withholds from us, and instructs us to all that is good! 


Meaning: Ra’ oof comes from the root raa-hamza-faa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be gentle, kind, and forgiving. 
2) To be merciful and compassionate. 
3) To show pity and tenderness. 
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Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Ar-Ra’oof on ten occasions in the Quran. This root appears 13 
times in the Quran in two derived forms. Examples of these forms are rafatun (pity for them) 
and rafatan (compassion). 


The term Ra’ûf means tender affection, the highest mercy and compassion, the upper limit of ar- 
Rahim. The meaning is similar to ar-Rahim, but focuses on the utmost tenderness, kindness and 
affection, which accompanies the outpouring of mercy and compassion. 


Linguistically, ra’fa refers to the tenderness, kindness, and affection with which Allah bestows 
mercy on us. Al-Ghazali mentioned that Ar-Ra’oof has pity, and that pity is the intensification of 
mercy. It has the same meaning as raheem though in a more intense form. Ar-Ra’oof is the One 
who bestows pity and mercy on us in many different forms, including warnings and withholding, 
for us to be guided to success in this world and the next! 


Ar-Ra’oof Himself says: And never would Allah have caused you to lose your faith. Indeed Allah 
is, to the people, Kind and Merciful [2:143] And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking 
means to the approval of Allah. And Allah is kind to [His] servants [2:207] Indeed, He was to 
them Kind and Merciful. [9:117] 


Of the ten times, Allah’s Name Ar-Ra’oof is mentioned eight times with His name Ar-Raheem 
(The Bestower of Mercy) in the Quran. How can we understand the concept of ra’fa and the 
concept of rahma (mercy)? After a calamity hits us, Ar-Raheem has mercy on us. 


Ra’fa refers to Allah taking care of us and warning us so that we can protect ourselves 
from His own punishment. 


Ar-Ra’oof says: On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has 
done, and all the evil he has done, he will wish that there were a great distance between him and 
his evil. And Allah warns you against Himself (His punishment) and Allah is full of kindness to 
(His) slaves. [3:30] How merciful is this? Ar-Ra’ oof warns us how to avoid His punishment out 
of pure kindness and affection, by sending us prophets and messengers for advice, sending us the 
Quran and guiding our hearts when we turn to Him. 


An example was given about ra’fa and rahma; a parent warning their child to dress warm in 
winter so that they won’t suffer from the cold, is the concept of ra’fa. Whereas if the child gets ill 
and the parent’s heart that aches for the child and they do everything to find a medicine, that’s 
merciful (rahma). 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Reflect on the ra’fa of Allah. 

Do you reflect on the mercy of Ar-Ra’oof in guiding you to be a Muslim each day? And 
indeed, it is difficult except for those whom Allah has guided. And never would Allah have 
caused you to lose your faith. Indeed Allah is, to the people, Kind and Merciful [2:143] What 
about all the times He warned you through certain signs in your life, like that “feeling” you 
should not go to a certain place? Reflection is ‘ibaadah. 
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2. Learn from the mercy of the prophet. 

Ar-Ra’oof described the Prophet (sw) as ra’oofun raheem: There has certainly come to 
you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned 
over you and to the believers is kind and merciful. [9:128] Study the seerah to learn how the 
prophet (sw) dealt with His companions, family, and even his enemies! 


3. Increase your heart in mercy. 

Be kind to others and handle people’s feelings with tenderness. Sometimes you are so 
busy with your own life and your own family and friends that you forget about others. The 
connection you feel with the Muslim ummah is a mirror for your iman. Read about the situation 
of your fellow brothers and sisters around the world and think of ways of how to support them. 
For example in every witr prayer, make sure you remember the ummah in your du’a. 


4. Be proactive. 

Someone once said: All that time I was waiting for someone to do something about it. 
Then I realized that someone was me. Ar-Ra’oof has pity on us and He even warns us on how to 
avoid His punishment. If you see your brother or sister low in emaan or even going astray, feel 
concerned for them and advise them with kindness and care. Forbidding evil and enjoining good 
is a duty upon you; how seriously do you take it? You are the best community ever brought forth 
for mankind (in that) you command the proper and forbid the improper and believe in Allah. 
[3:110] Be inspired by the ra’fa of Allah to help warn and guide others as much as you can! 


5. Open your heart to the Quran. 

Allah says: It is He who sends down upon His Servant [Muhammad] verses of clear 
evidence that He may bring you out from darknesses into the light. And indeed, Allah is to you 
Kind and Merciful. Ask Ar-Ra’oof to make your heart tender for His Reminder, the Quran! 


6. Ask Ar-Ra’oof. 

Ar-Ra’oof mentions a beautiful supplication in the Quran, using this name: And [there is 
a share for] those who came after them, saying, Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who 
preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts [any] resentment toward those who have believed. 
Our Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful. [59:10]— Memorize this beautiful dua’, call upon 
Allah with it, and teach it to others! 


O Allah, Ar-Ra’oof, we know that Your kindness encompasses us. Increase our hearts in mercy 
and aid us in forbidding evil and enjoining good in ways most pleasing to You. Make us reflect 
Your ra’fa, open our heart for the Quran and make us of those who follow Your warnings so we 
can avoid Your Punishment and enter Paradise safely, ameen! 


Al-Wadood: The Affectionate, The Most-Loving 


Al-Wadood is the One who is the source of all affection, love, and kindness. Even though He 
does not need us in any way Al-Wadood wishes the best for us. He has a special form of love for 
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His righteous servants who love Him because of their knowledge of His perfection and His 
readiness to forgive. Al-Wadood is the Affectionate and the Beloved! 


Meaning: Wadood comes from the root waw-daal-daal, which carries three main meanings. 
1) To love. 
2) To be affectionate and to long. 
3) To wish or desire for. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Wadood twice in the Quran. This root appears 29 times in 
the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are yawaddu (like, will wish), al 
mawaddata (the love), and wuddan (affection). 


The concept of love in the Arabic language is described by different words, hubb and wudd are 
examples of them. Hubb is the inner-feeling of love for someone whereas Wudd is an intense, 
consistent affection as it is expressed in actions and conduct. 


Wadood is from the fa’ool pattern which in Arabic grammar points to intensity and continuity. 
Allah is Al-Wadood; His love is intense, continuous and translates into the blessings, favors, 
mercy, guidance and forgiveness He gives to His slaves. 


Al-Wadood Himself says: .. Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds, The 
Most Merciful will appoint for them affection. [19:96] ... And ask forgiveness of your Lord and 
then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and Affectionate. [11:90] ... And He is the 
Forgiving, the Affectionate [85:14] 


How Do We Gain the Love of Allah? 


In a beautiful, comprehensive hadith you will find the formula on how to gain the love of Al- 
Wadood. The Prophet (sw) said: ...And the most beloved thing with which My slave comes nearer 
to Me, is what I have enjoined upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through 
performing voluntary acts of worship until I love him. Most beloved to Al-Wadood are you doing 
your obligatory acts of worship, then by doing your voluntary acts of worship you come closer 
and closer to Him. 


Then what happens next? The Prophet (sw) continued about the amazing reward: ...(so much so 
that) I become his hearing with which he hears, and his sight with which he sees, and his hand 
with which he strikes, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me something, I will surely 
give him, and if he seeks My Protection (refuge), I will surely protect him. [Al-Bukharee] Al- 
Wadood then becomes your special Helper, protecting your limbs and organs by not letting them 
work for anything He dislikes and a heart-melting seal: Al-Wadood will grant your wishes and 
keep you safe. Subhanallahi wa bihamdihi! 


When we realize how much Allah loves us, we will never despair or lose hope in His Mercy. 
Unfortunately, the challenges in our lives distracts us and we become despondent with Allah. 
You heart beat is a sing of Allah’s Love. If He punishes us for our sins and oppression, then we 
would not even have a chance to live. Allah, however, gives us infinite chances to repent. The 
more conscious you are of Allah, the more pleasant life you live. If you are worried more about 
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people than Allah, then you will constantly be disappointed in life. Many of us will fear that if 
we display our faith, we may get harassed. Let them do it anyway. Maybe by Allah’s Mercy that 
person will be moved and guided onto the right path because of you. 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Have a close relationship with Al-Wadood. 

Telling Al-Wadood about your concerns is a beautiful type of ‘ibaadah (worship) in 
itself. Allah wants you to turn to Him and tell Him about your problems while remembering how 
close He is to you and how much you love Him. The mother of Maryam (as) said: ...My Lord, 
indeed I have pledged to You what is in my womb, consecrated [for Your service], so accept this 
from me. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing...[3:35] This pious woman is a beautiful 
example of someone with a close relationship with Allah and so Al-Wadood answered her du’a. 


2. Love Al-Wadood above everything and anyone. 

Al-Wadood says: Say, [O Muhammad], If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce wherein you fear decline, and 
dwellings with which you are pleased are more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger 
and jihad in His cause, then wait until Allah executes His command. And Allah does not guide 
the defiantly disobedient people. This ayah is a great reminder pinpointing all the things we tend 
to love over Allah and His messenger. 


3. Let your love be for the sake of Al-Wadood. 

Ask yourself for what reasons you love people? Love people for the sake of Allah swt so 
Al-Wadood, His angels and the people of the earth love you! What an amazing deal. The Prophet 
(sw) said, When Allah loves a slave, calls out Jibril and says: “I love so-and-so; so love him’. 
Then Jibril loves him. After that he (Jibril) announces to the inhabitants of heavens that Allah 
loves so-and-so; so love him; and the inhabitants of the heavens (the angels) also love him and 
then make people on earth love him. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] So mind who you love and love 
those who fear Allah, love Him and who strive for the good and forbid evil. This is the most 
beautiful kind of love you can have for another human being, even if you don’t know them. 


4. Follow the Prophet salallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 

Proof your love for Al-Wadood by sticking to the sunnah of His Messenger (sw). The 
reward: Allah will love and forgive you & your sins. Another lucrative deal! Say: If you love 
Allah then follow me. Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. [3:31] 


5. Love to recite Suratul Ikhlaas. 

If you want Allah’s love, love talking about Him. Surah Al-Ikhlaas is one of the most 
comprehensive surahs describing Allah. The Prophet (sw) appointed a man in charge of an army 
unit who led them in prayer. He always concluded his recitation with Surah Al-Ikhlaas. Upon 
their return to Al-Madinah, they mentioned this to Messenger of Allah (sw) who said, “Ask him 
why he does so?” He was asked and replied, “This Surah contains the Attributes of Allah, the 
Gracious, and I love to recite it.” Rasool (sw) then told them, “Tell him that Allah loves him”. 
[Al-Bukharee , Muslim]. So increase in reciting Surah Al-Ikhlaas with love! 
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6. Love for others what you love for yourself. 

The Prophet (sw) said: None of you will believe until you love for your brother what you 
love for yourself. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] If someone just got married and you can’t find 
someone, someone got that new job and you didn’t, even though it might be hard, be happy for 
them. Strive to control your nafs (ego) and know it is Al-Wadood Who gives and takes. You will 
notice the peace it gives you inside when you love for others what you love for yourself, in stead 
of being jealous and anxious over others’ happiness. Live by this golden rule: treat others the 
way you want to be treated! 


O Allah, Al-Wadood, we know that You are the One Who is Most Affectionate. Make us of those 
who love You and Your Messenger above all, bless us with Your love and protection. Bring 
righteous people on our path and make us love them and them love us for Your sake only. Guide 
us in following the sunnah and in fulfilling our obligations towards You and give us the tawfeeq 
to perform many voluntary deeds of worship, ameen! 


Al-Ghafoor: The Exceedingly and Perfectly Forgiving 


He is the One whose forgiveness manifests both quality and quantity. Al-Ghafoor is the One 
Who forgives, regardless of how large the sin is, and He forgives over and over again! 


Meaning: Ghafoor comes from the root ghayn-faa-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To cover, veil, conceal, and hide. 
2) To pardon, to forgive, and to set aright. 
3) To cover a thing in order to protect it (from dirt). 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Ghafoor occurs 91 times in the Quran. This root appears 234 
times in the Quran in nine derived forms. Examples of these forms are yaghfiru (He forgives, 
will forgive), wa-is taghfir (and ask forgiveness), and maghfiratun (forgiveness). 


Linguistically, both ghafoor and ghaffaar refer to the concept of maghfirah. Al-Ghaffaar refers 
to the fact that Allah forgives repeatedly (the quantity) whereas the name Al-Ghafoor points to 
the extent of His forgiveness (the quality). Allah’s name Al-Ghafoor does not just mean that He 
forgives us; He also protects and shields us from the consequences of our own actions. He 
does maghfirah— He covers our sins while being fully aware of what they are. His perfect 
forgiveness is truly a sign of His ultimate mercy for us! 


Al-Ghafoor Himself says: Inform My servants that it is I who am the Forgiving, the Merciful 
[15:49] .. . He causes it to reach whom He wills of His servants. And He is the Forgiving, the 
Merciful. [10:107] . . . He said, I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord. Indeed, it is He who 
is the Forgiving, the Merciful. [12:98] 


In the Arabic language, for example in the name Ar-Raheem, the yaa indicates the continuity of 
Allah’s mercy. The name såll (Al-Ghafoor) on the other hand does not mean that He is always 


or forever forgiving, because then there would be no Hellfire. The waw in Al-Ghafoor shows us 
that Allah is exceedingly forgiving; He forgives beyond what any of us can expect. 
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One of the most common pairs is Allah’s name Al-Ghafoor combined with Ar-Raheem, which is 
repeated 72 times in the Quran, demonstrating that He covers these sins because He is so 
merciful to us. 


An example of this beautiful combination is in one of the most hope-giving, heart-comforting 
ayahs in the Quran. Al-Ghafoor Himself says: Say, O My servants who have transgressed against 
themselves [by sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. 
Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful. [39:53] Instead of saying: O, you sinners! 
look at how gently Al-Ghafoor addresses us by saying yaa eebaadee (“O my servants who have 
transgressed against themselves”). Alhamdulillah; we have a Lord who is intensely forgiving and 
merciful to us. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Call upon Al-Ghafoor. 

Call upon Al-Ghafoor when you do wrong to others or even to yourself, no matter how 
big or small the sin is. You can start your du’a with this beautiful name. Always ask Him to do 
maghfirah on you (to cover up and forgive your bad deeds) and never give up asking. At the 
same time, never think of how big or little a sin is— think about the greatness of the One you are 
disobeying. 


2. Never despair. 

A characteristic of a true believer is that he or she never despairs. We don’t despair in the 
help of Allah. We don’t despair in His mercy and forgiveness. This means that whenever we 
commit a bad deed- and because we are humans, we will sin— we don’t let it get us down but 
rather fight back by turning to Al-Ghafoor straight away and following up our sin with a good 
deed. 


3. Train yourself to be forgiving. 

Think of the forgiveness of Al-Ghafoor and be inspired to adopt a habit of being 
forgiving in your daily life. Always try to go to sleep with a heart clean of grudges. Hamdun al- 
Qassar, one of the great early Muslims, said: If a friend among your friends errs, make seventy 
excuses for them. If your hearts are unable to do this, then know that the shortcoming is in your 
own selves. [Bayhagee] Always give others the benefit of the doubt, making excuses for them 
and never hunting for others’ mistakes. 


4. Cover the faults of others. 

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Prophet (saw) said, Allah 
will cover up on the Day of Resurrection the defects (faults) of the one who covers up the faults 
of the others in this world [Muslim]. Do you know what Allah Al-Ghafoor will give you for 
covering up the faults and shortcomings of others in this world? He loves this quality so much 
that He’ll forgive your sins and not call you to account for your sins. If at all He will do so, He 
will not do it publicly so that you’re not embarrassed before others. 


5. Don’t expose yourself. 


The Prophet (saw) said: Every one of my followers will be forgiven except those who 
expose (openly) their wrongdoings. An example of this is that of a man who commits a sin at 
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night which Allah has covered for him, and in the morning, he would say (to people): I 
committed such and such sin last night, while Allah had kept it a secret. During the night Allah 
has covered it up but in the morning he tears up the cover provided by Allah Himself. [A]- 
Bukharee and Muslim] When you commit a bad deed, do you feel ashamed? We should never 
like to express our sins and sin openly. You often see that people are even bragging about their 
sins, like being with women (or men), going out and dressing immodestly and gossiping about 
others. Imagine you tell others about your bad deeds, and they feel inspired to do it too. Never 
talk to others about your sins. 


O Allah, Al-Ghafoor, we know that You are the most forgiving. No matter the size and amount of 
our sins, we call on You to forgive our sins, hide our faults from others, and protect us from the 
effects of our bad deeds in this life and the next, to support us in never despairing of Your mercy, 
and aid us in forgiving others, ameen! 


Al-Ghafaar, Ghaafir-udh-Dhanb: The All-and-Oft-Forgiving 


He is the One who forgives and covers us time and time again. Al-Ghaffaar is the One Who 
forgives our sins, veils our shortcomings, and protects us from the effects of our mistakes in this 
life and the next so we can go on without shame or guilt! 


Meaning: Ghaffaar comes from the root ghayn-faa-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To cover, veil, conceal, and hide. 
2) To pardon, to forgive, and to set aright. 
3) To cover a thing to protect it (from dirt). 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Ghaffaar on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
234 times in the Quran in nine derived forms. Examples of these forms are yaghfiru (He forgives, 
will forgive), wa-is taghfir (and ask forgiveness), and maghfiratun (forgiveness). 


Linguistically, ghaffaar is a hyperbolized noun, which implies quantity and continuity. Al- 
Ghaffaar is the One who forgives all kinds of sins over and over again. He sets us free from 
the guilt and shame of our own faults so we can feel inner peace, and He can transform wrong 
deeds and change them into what become good deeds. 


Al-Ghaffaar Himself says: Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them, the 
Exalted in Might, the Perpetual Forgiver. . . [38:66] And...Unquestionably, He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Perpetual Forgiver. [39:5] 


The Arabic word astaghfirullah — I seek forgiveness of Allah— is from this same ghaa-faa-raa 
root and is a beautiful, comprehensive request to Allah to forgive us, hide away our faults, watch 
over us, and protect us from faults. Maghfirah is the word for this profound concept of 
forgiveness, covering, and protection. 


Allah Al-Ghaffaar covers and protects in the most beautiful ways, both spiritually and physically. 
An example is that He keeps your thoughts and intentions hidden from other people; your 
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innermost feelings are well-protected and covered by Al-Ghaffaar. Another example is that Al- 
Ghaffaar physically covers us; He clothes our inner body nicely with skin. Imagine muscles 
being on the surface. Without this skin man would look appalling. Another example of Allah’s 
maghfirah is that He veils a believer’s private sins and misdeeds and doesn’t publicize them to 
others. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Forgive to be forgiven. 

Be honest with yourself— have you always forgiven others or did you just say “I forgive 
you,” while ill feelings lingered in your heart? ...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you 
not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. [24:22] Each night 
before you go to sleep try to cleanse your heart from grudges and ill-feelings and when you find 
it hard to forgive, remind yourself of the greatest motivation: Allah’s forgiveness. There’s no 
space for a big ego if you want to be forgiven by Allah. 


2. Seek forgiveness to increase your blessings. 

Allah says: And said, ‘Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual 
Forgiver.’ [71:10] What will happen if you ask for forgiveness? Al-Ghaffaar will increase your 
blessings. He continues: He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] showers. And 
give you increase in wealth and children and provide for you gardens and provide for you rivers. 
[71:11-12] So next time you want something, increase in seeking forgiveness (or istighfaar). 


3. Don't hunt for other people’s mistakes. 

Al-Ghazali said about the attribute of maghfirah: Every creature is bound to have 
perfection and imperfection, or ugliness and beauty, so whoever overlooks the ugly and mentions 
only the beautiful is one who shares in this attribute. As a true believer, always highlight the 
good of others and cover their faults. Never hunt for others’ mistakes. 


4. Follow up a bad deed with a good one. 

Al-Ghaffaar tells you: But indeed, I am the Perpetual Forgiver of whoever repents and 
believes and does righteousness and then continues in guidance. [20:82] and Except for those 
who repent, believe, and work righteous deeds. For those, Allah will change their evil deeds into 
good deeds, and Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. [25:70] What often happens is that we 
sin and feel bad but remain passive. Al-Ghaffaar tells you exactly what to do to get perpetual 
forgiveness: (1) turn to Him sincerely in repentance no matter how often you have sinned, 
(2) follow up your bad deed with a good one, and (3) be determined to stay on the right 
path. Then Al-Ghaffaar will transform your evil deeds into good deeds— a great blessing. So 
next time you sin, open the Quran and read or give some sadaqah. You have much opportunity to 
do good, but don’t delay! 


5. Give thanks. 
Reflect on the fact that Al-Ghaffaar veils your sins and bad deeds for others again and 
again, and thank Him for this blessing. 


6. Follow the examples in the Quran and Sunnah. 
Look for the Quranic supplications for forgiveness that Al-Ghaffaar blessed you with. 
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Use them when you ask for His maghfirah. E.G. Our Lord, we have believed, so forgive us and 
have mercy upon us, and You are the best of the merciful. [23:109] Study the ways the Prophet 
(sw) used to seek forgiveness by using the morning and evening adhkaar (remembrance) to be 
found in the book of supplications Hisnul Muslim (Fortress of the Muslim). Examples are daily 
invocations like: ghufraanaka when you exit the toilet, saying astaghfirullah wa atoobu ilayk 
more than 70 times a day. 


O Allah, Al-Ghaffaar, we know that You forgive, cover, and protect us continuously. Forgive our 
sins, the first one, the last one, the hidden and apparent, and enable us to keep turning to You 
seeking forgiveness. Conceal our shortcomings in this life and on the Day of Judgement, protect 
us from the effects of our sins, and aid us to be forgiving to others, ameen! 


Al-‘Afuww: The Pardoner 


He is the One who can make any sin or mistake disappear. Al-‘ Afuww not only forgives but can 
also remove wrong actions, errors, and faults, leaving no trace of them! 


Meaning: ’Afuww comes from the root ‘ayn-faa-waw, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To forgive and pardon. 
2) To efface (making oneself appear insignificant) and remove. 
3) To give willingly and more than what is due. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-‘ Afuww on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
35 times in the Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms are ‘afaa (forgave), 
al-‘afwa (the surplus, (to) forgiveness) and wal ‘aafeena (those who pardon). 


Linguistically, ‘afw refers to two concepts, one of which is to remove all traces. In the Arabic 
language, it is sometimes used with wind referring to its blowing and removing of footprints etc. 
The other concept is to willingly give others without constraint. Al-‘Afuww is the One who 
removes and erases someone’s sins, mistakes, errors and faults and their traces and 
consequently becomes pleased with one. He is the One who then grants them blessings 
willingly without even being asked! 


Al-‘Afuww Himself says: Indeed, Allah is ever Pardoning and Forgiving [4:43] ... For those it 
is expected that Allah will pardon them, and Allah is ever Pardoning and Forgiving [4:99] and .. 
If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an offense — indeed, Allah is ever 
Pardoning and Competent. [4:149] 


Of the five times, Allah’s name Al-‘Afuww (The Pardoner) is mentioned four times with His 
name Al-Ghafoor (The Forgiving) in the Quran. Allah might forgive some people and pardon 
others. Forgiving means that Allah conceals our sins and mistakes and we will not be punished 
for them on the Day of Judgement. However, they are still there in our book of deeds. When 
Allah pardons the sins of people, the sins are completely erased from their book of deeds; He 
will not even remind them of their sins, nor question them, simply because their sins have been 
removed. Pardon is greater than forgiveness! 
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Allah’s pardon is mentioned in the Quran along with grave sins, such as Baani Israel who 
worshipped the calf: Then We forgave you after that so perhaps you would be grateful. [2:52] 
And those who turned away at the battle of Uhud: Then he turned you back from them [defeated] 
that He might test you. And He has already forgiven you, and Allah is the possessor of bounty for 
the believers. [3:152] This is the beautiful pardon of Al-‘Afuww! 


How can you live by this Name? 


1. Pardon others. 

The people who suppress anger and pardon others are the people of Jannah. Al-‘ Afuww 
says: "They are’ those who donate in prosperity and adversity, control their anger, and pardon 
others. And Allah loves the good-doers. [3:134] Ibn Katheer mentions: They forgive those who 
treat them with injustice. Therefore, they do not hold any ill feelings about anyone in their hearts, 
and this is the most excellent conduct in this regard. Fight against your ego and ask Al-* Afuww 
to help you to not even leave a trace of bad feelings and resentment in your heart. If someone 
wrongs you, think about your own sins and those who you wronged. Strive to pardon others so 
that Allah may pardon you! 


2. Don't remind others of their mistakes. 

Al-‘ Afuww is the One who pardons with no reproach. After overlooking other people’s 
mistakes or wrong actions towards you, try not to remind them of these bad deeds afterwards. 
Allah ‘azza wa jall is the One who pardons and never mentions your sins again! 


3. Increase your love. 

Imagine Allah pardoned all your past sins; not a single sin would be recorded in your 
book of deeds. Reflect on how much you should love Al-‘Afuww! A beautiful opportunity is 
Laylatul Qadr, which comes once a year in Ramadan. Value this crucial night, seek it with your 
best deeds, and remind yourself that night and every other night how beautiful the pardoning of 
Allah ‘azza wajal is! 


4. Say this du’a from your heart. 

A beautiful du’a with this name is the one the Prophet (sw) taught Aishah (ra), when she 
asked him: “O Messenger of Allah! If I find the Night of Al-Qadr what should I say?” The 
prophet (sw) replied: O Allah! Verily You are the Oft-Pardoning, You love to pardon, so pardon 
me. [Ahmad, At-Tirmidhee, An-Nasaa’i, Ibn Majah] Memorize this du’a and beg Al-‘Afuww 
with sincerity. Recognize your sins, be humble and then aim high, not only asking your Lord for 
forgiveness, but for Him to pardon each and every sin you committed! 


O Allah, Al-‘Afuww, we know that You can erase all sins. Grant us the strength to pardon others 
and make us reflect on Your love and blessings upon us. Aid us to obey you and guide us in keep 
asking You sincerely to pardon all our sins, mistakes, neglect, errors and faults so we will not 
even be questioned about them on the Day of Judgement, Ameen! 
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Ash-Shakoor, Ash-Shaakir: The Most Grateful 





He is the One who gives abundantly in response to little. Ash-Shakoor appreciates the smallest 
deeds with an unlimited appreciation; the ultimate example is the reward of never-ending 
happiness in His Paradise! 


Meaning: Shakoor comes from the root sheen-kaaf-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To praise for a benefit or to acknowledge beneficence. 
2) To be thankful and offer acknowledgement. 
3) To produce and supply abundantly. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Ash-Shakoor on four occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
75 times in the Quran in six derived forms. Examples of these forms are shakara (to be 
thankful), ash-shaakireen (the thankful), and mashkooran (appreciated). 


Linguistically, shukr means to increase, appreciate, and recognize good. Shakoor in Arabic is 

used as well to describe an animal that’s fed with little but gives much back in return. The waw 
in Ash-Shakoor shows us that Allah is exceedingly appreciative; His appreciation and rewards 

are beyond what any of us can expect. 


Ash-Shakoor Himself says: That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of 
His bounty. Indeed, He is Forgiving and Appreciative. [35:30] 


Of the four occasions on which Allah’s name Ash-Shakoor is mentioned in the Quran, it’s paired 
three times with Al-Ghafoor. He is the Oft-and-All Forgiving and the Most Appreciative; even if 
we commit sins we can return to Him for forgiveness and get a reward for the good we do. 
Ash-Shakoor says: And whoever commits a good deed — We will increase for him good therein. 
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Appreciative. [42:23] 


Allah’s name Ash-Shakoor does not mean He has to be thankful for anything, because 
everything we have comes from Him. It means He is the One who is The most thankful, as He 
gratefully gives large rewards. Ash-Shakoor even appreciates our intention. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Don't expect anything in return from others. 

We often yearn for recognition from others, and when we do good in secret we might 
wish they find out it was we who helped them. Sometimes you might wish people knew your 
good intentions even if you fail to do the action. And ever is Allah Appreciative and Knowing. 
[4:147] He knows, rewards, and appreciates what other people might not even know about. 
Go out of your way to help others, not expecting anything in return, and Ash-Shakoor will 
send someone to do the same for you. 


2. Do good deeds no matter how small. 

Never be hesitant in doing a good deed, even if you think it’s tiny compared to all your 
sins; think about the ability of the One who gives rewards. The Prophet (sw) said: Do not belittle 
any good deed, even meeting your brother with a cheerful face. [Muslim]. Say subhanAllah a 
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hundred times and Ash-Shakoor grants you a thousand good deeds. Imagine buying an 
entire village with just one coin; nothing we do can be compared with the infinite reward of Ash- 
Shakoor. 


3. Be patient and sincere, and remember Paradise. 

Nothing we do is lost. Sometimes Ash-Shakoor delays the signs of His appreciation 
to see if you’ll give up. So be sincere and do it for Allah, because you know He’s Ash-Shakoor 
in this life and in the Hereafter! The Prophet (sw) said: Allah said: ‘I have prepared for My 
righteous servants what no eye has seen and no ear has heard, nor has it occurred to the human 
heart . . .. [Al-Bukharee, At-Tirmidhee, Ibn Majah] Remember Paradise in all you do. 


4. Help others and Ash-Shakoor will help you. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Whosoever relieves from a believer some grief pertaining to this 
world, Allah will relieve from him some grief pertaining to the Hereafter . .. Whosoever 
conceals the faults of a Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults in this world and the Hereafter. 
Allah will aid a servant (of His) so long as the servant aids his brother. [Muslim] Whether you 
relieve, help out, or just conceal the fault of another Muslim, Ash-Shakoor will help you. 


5. Be grateful and Ash-Shakoor will give you more. 

Did you know that recognizing any of Allah’s favors is in itself a favor? Ash-Shakoor 
bestows His blessings on us even though He doesn’t need us, but sometimes we only thank Him 
while we’re in great need of Him. What a difference! Show your shukr for all He has given you 
and He will give you even more. How can you show your gratitude to Ash-Shakoor? Al-Ghazali 
said: The best way of manifesting thankfulness for the blessings of Allah Most High is to 
make use of these blessings in obeying, and not disobeying Him. 


6. Do good to all creatures. 

Ash-Shakoor notices the deeds that are done to all creatures, not just humans. The 
Prophet (sw) tells us, narrated by Al-Bukharee and Muslim, about the man who gave a thirsty 
dog water— fashakara Allahu lahu— and Allah appreciated his action and forgave his sins. 


7. Appreciate people. 

A beautiful social skill is to always show interest in the lives of others; ask how their 
job interview went, how their ill relative is doing now, etc. Try to pay attention to the details. 
Compliment others and when they do something good, recognize their efforts and 
encourage them to keep going. When thanking people always first say alhamdulillah and then 
“thank you” to someone, as the reality of thankfulness is to realize that everything comes from 
Allah! The Prophet (sw) instructed us: The one who does not thank people had not thanked 
Allah. [Abu Dawud] 


8. Call upon Ash-Shakoor. 

Call upon Ash-Shakoor, for example a Quranic du’a with this name is: And they will say, 
Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all] sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and 
Appreciative. [Fatir, 35:34] 


O Allah, Ash-Shakoor, we know that You are the most appreciative. Aid us to do good, make us of 
those who help others for Your sake only, and grant us sincerity and patience in our actions. 
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Adorn us with shukr for all You’ve given us and support us to use all these blessings in obeying 
You. Let us taste the ultimate reward, gazing at Your countenance and enjoying happiness in 
Paradise forever, ameen! 


An-Nur: The Light 


Allah is the One who is the Light and from Whom comes all light. An-Nur is the light of the 
heavens and earth, and His light clarifies and reveals, both physically and spiritually! 


Meaning: An-Nur comes from the root noon-waw-raa which points to four main meanings. 
1) To give light and illuminate. 


2) To make visible, reveal, and clarify. 
3) To be flaming, blazing, and apparent to the senses. 
4) To enlighten or give advice. 


Linguistically, nur is used to indicate anything that gives off light (in the form of rays) and thus 
makes things visible. The word is also used as a synonym, as an alternative term for guidance 
itself. That nur (light & guidance) is considered the same; just like somebody is in the darkness is 
the same as saying somebody is misguided. The opposite is also true; somebody is in the light or 
somebody has light is actually to say that person has guidance. 


Referring to Allah,, He is the One by whom everything is made visible, whose attribute is light, 
and He is the One who illuminates (munawwir) and the One who guides (Haadi) the heavens 
and the earth! 


An-Nur Himself says: Allah is the Light of the skies and the earth. [24:35] 

— Allah is the light of the skies and earth, meaning all source of light is from Allah. He created 
the sun, moon, fire, etc. He is the One who gave us ability, resource, knowledge (create 
electricity), etc. It also means that Allah guides the skies and earth and shows the way. We need 
light to live, to grow, and to be healthy. Light is needed for physical life as well as spiritual life 
(guidance). Allah has guided us; He didn't just create us and leave us alone. 


An-Nur is Light and His attribute is light. In the Quran and Sunnah, we can find that Allah has a 
Nur (light) related to Him as an attribute of His essence. This is the same as His other attributes: 
e.g. Sight, Knowledge, Might, etc. His words (Qur’an) is light and He is the Creator of light. 
Allah’s veil is light, meaning His light prevents us from seeing Him. Even the prophet (saw) did 
not see Allah when he did Mi’raj as Allah’s nur is too great for our eyes. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself An-Nur on one occasion in the Quran. The root word appears 
194 times in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples of these forms are an-naara (the Fire), 
nuruhum (their light) and muneerah (illuminating). 


An-Nur says: And the earth will shine with the Light of its Rabb. [39:69] This refers to the 
magnificent moment Allah will come on the Day of Resurrection to judge mankind. 
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The Prophet (saw) stated about Allah’s attribute of nur: You are the Light of the heavens and the 
earth. [Al-Bukhaaree] Our nabi (saw) also said the very weighty words: Light is His hijab (veil), 
if He uncovers it then the subuhaat (brightness and splendor) of His Face would burn His 
creation so far as His Sight reaches. [Muslim] 


The scholars mentioned the light that is a 
| part of Allah and His attribute and the light 
Lamp with F ™ given to the creation, both perceived— 


its burning 


like from the sun and the moon — and 
spiritual. Allah describes His Light: The 
example of His light is like a niche within 
which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, 
the glass as if it were a pearly [white] star 
lit from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, 
neither of the east nor of the west, whose 
oil would almost glow even if untouched 
by fire. Light upon light. Allah guides to 
His light whom He wills. And Allah 
presents examples for the people, and 
Allah is Knowing of all things. [Surah An-Nur, 24:35] 





Allah gives us a description of His Light (Nur). Following the Quran and His commands is 
enlightenment. 


Ibn al Qayyim rahimahullah explanation: Spiritual light is bestowed upon the heart of His 
believing slave. The niche is compared with the chest of the believer; inside the niche is a glass, 
of the most crisp and clear kind, and this glass resembles the heart of a believer. It sees the Truth 
by the virtue of its clarity and, similar to the olive oil, is the substance of the believing heart; it is 
from the “tree” of Revelation (that which Allah revealed in His books). The stronger a believer 
adheres to the revelation, the stronger the roots in his heart are! 


Metaphors: 
NICHE: Chest 


Niche is like the chest. According to definition a niche is a shallow recess or dent in a 
wall to display a statue or other ornament. It is like a shelf that holds the lamp and likewise the 
chest holds the heart. So now the question is, why did Allah mention that the niche was holding 
the lamp? In order to properly see, the lamp is placed on a niche so that the room is illuminated 
by the light coming from the lamp. Likewise, sometimes our lives are dark and we are 
surrounded by people who have no desire to please Allah. As a result, some of us get affected by 
such people & society which leads to weakness in practicing Islam. But Allah is telling us that 
we should let the light of our iman shine just like the niche holding the lamp in order to let the 
light coming from the lamp shine. When we've been blessed with iman, the nur shouldn't just be 
reserved in our hearts, rather it should shine further in our lifestyle, character and actions. 


LAMP WICK: Source of Iman 
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Lamp represents the source of light of iman. Obviously a lamp is futile without its 
burning wick and likewise our heart & life is futile without iman. But every lamp has a wick 
even if the wick isn't burning and likewise every heart has the desire to look for iman or in the 
very least has the recognition of iman. Despite one being an Atheist, Buddhist, etc. everyone 
knows that there is a God out there in the depth of their hearts even if they don't verbalize it. As 
the famous saying goes, "there is no atheist at sea" as everyone calls only upon Allah swt when 
they are in danger and in extreme need for help. So as Muslims, we should work hard to keep 
that wick burning as we need iman as its only until the wick burns with light, that the lamp 
becomes useful. 


GLASS CASE: Heart 


Glass case is a metaphor for the heart. This can be understood as people's heart is like 
glass; the state of the glass is always changing. When we are young its transparent and clean, 
meaning children are innocent and one can read their faces. However, as we grow older, the glass 
becomes dirty with our sins and less transparent that prevents Allah’s Nur from entering. In 
order to keep the glass clean, we should seek forgiveness. Furthermore, glass is fragile and 
can crack at anytime but at the same time glass can also be hard like safety glass. E.g. Some 
person's heart could be so soft that they breakdown in tears when they hear the warnings of 
Jahanam and punishment. While another person's heart is so hard & harsh that the glass cannot 
break no matter what warnings you give them. Abu Bakr (ra) was kind and soft hearted but he 
was also harsh at times but always with iman. 


Iman keeps the heart sound and useful. However if heart is darkened with sins, then body 
becomes corrupted and likewise lantern becomes futile as the glass case is now dirty and none or 
barely any light is able to be seen. Also notice that the glass is described as being pearly and as 
bright as the stars. We can understand this as our hearts are beautiful when we have iman. A 
believer's heart has to be strong at times in order to remain firm upon Islam and to fight 
desires, opposition, etc. At the same time it can be beautiful, just like how a tempered glass is 
strong but is also beautiful and used as appealing decorations, etc. 


OLIVE OIL: Islam & Quran 


Olive oil is mentioned as being the fuel for the lamp and it is a metaphor for the fuel of 
guidance and revelation. Literally the olive tree is a blessed tree from the holy land that is not 
found in the east or west (in middle east). This can also be understood that guidance is beyond 
this world as the Qur’an and Islam is from Allah. 

Analogy: Suppose there is an olive tree that is located in the ideal place where it gets the 
nourishing sunlight all the time. As a result, it is super healthy and produces the best oil. We see 
some trees that are very healthy on one side while the other side is dry & unhealthy due to its 
direction lacking sunlight. Just as the tree needs to be in a specific location to be healthy, we too 
need the specific and correct direction to be successful and tread the right path. The Qur’an is 
what provides that nourishment. 

The olive oil in itself is described in the verse as already being bright in itself when raw, 
but its light & brightness is much greater when it is lit. This can be understood as guidance is 
beautiful in itself. Islam does not need to be defended to be proved right because it’s 100% 
perfect and complete. Our deen is beautiful raw but it becomes even more beautiful when we 
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implement it in our lives, while we improve our character and lifestyle for Allah. It becomes 
more beautiful when that raw oil is lit by passion and willingness to implement Islam. Notice 
that the lamp needs oil in order to work, but the oil finishes time to time so the lamp needs to be 
refilled with oil. 


LESSON: Remember the lamp was a metaphor for our source of iman and oil was Qur'an and 
Islam. Likewise our hearts contains things for only some time until we forget as we are human. 
We learn something good but forget it. For example, we learn a surah but being insan, we are 
made to forget. Once we forget and lose that oil, we have to refill our lamp with the oil (Qur'an). 
Our iman needs Qur'an just like the lamp needs its oil; the more we are connected with the 
Qur'an, the better our iman will be. Allah only made olive oil the fuel for the lamp meaning 
don't use any other type of religion or ideology as fuel for your heart; stay on Allah's path 
and stay connected with the Qur'an and sunnah. 


Overall the flame is light, oil is light, glass is light, niche is light so its light upon light. This is 
the example of Allah's light that He has sent. The light of Allah is there for us but the question is, 
"Does everyone find it and benefit from it?" Allah guides whomever He wills. 


Nouman Ali Khan explanation: The spiritual light exists inside the hearts of believers. The 
analogy of the Quran is like a house in the nighttime, with an indent (niche) inside the wall with 
a lamp place there. The niche is shaped like an arch (similar to our ribcage) and the lamp is 
actually a parallel for the heart itself. A lit up lamp is like a lit up heart, whose glass has to be 
cleaned. The clearer the glass of the lamp, the more of Allah’s Nur will enter. 

So the idea of Nur (light) in the spiritual sense is something that lives in our hearts. Light 
does not stay inside, it goes outside. So the benefit of a lamp is not limited to the lamp itself, it 
illuminates its surrounding. If somebody has true guidance and faith inside their heart, then not 
only will they benefit from it themselves, but it will illuminate the people around them. 


LESSON: When is light truly appreciated? When you are in the dark. Our faith and iman 
is only really put to the test when we are surrounded by difficult circumstances and 
misguidance. All of Allah’s Messengers were in the minority so for us to think that we as 
Muslims are in the most difficult time is silly. It was actually even tougher for them since there 
were many more tyrant kuffars. 


There are 3 types of light (nur): 
1) Allah’s attributes 
2) created light (sun, electricity, etc) 
3) light of guidance (Qur’an, Islam, etc) 


How Can You Live by This Name? 
1. Know what to follow for success. 
An-Nur says: There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book. [5:15] This 


light is the Prophet Muhammad (saw). The first step is to really treat the Quran and Sunnah as 
your guide and deeply realize that only they are your way to receive the spiritual light of An-Nur. 
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Through them you can see the reality of things and you will learn to clearly distinguish between 
good and bad. 


2. Strive for His light. 

Strive for His light by making understanding the Quran a priority in your daily life. You 
should on a daily basis read one ayah, its meaning and then practice it. Learn to understand the 
original language of the Quran. The light which An-Nur puts in your heart when you submit 
is faith in Him, knowledge, and love and remembrance of Him. Make the Quran and sunnah 
priority in your daily life so An-Nur will guide you and bless you with spiritual clarity. 


3. Increase your good deeds. 

Do many good deeds for the sake of An-Nur so that He will put light on your face in the 
Hereafter: [Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, looking at their Lord. [75:22-23] A beautiful 
way to increase your worship is to think about your intention consciously throughout the day 
and re-invent your intention by changing random deeds like cleaning, cooking, working, etc. 
with the intention of pleasing Allah (swt). 


4. Think of the light on the Day of Judgement 

The more your heart was responding to the light of the revelation (Quran and sunnah) in 
this life, the stronger your light will be on that dreadful day! So increase in doing good by seeing 
these deeds as a reason for light in the darkness of the Hereafter InshaAllah! 


5. Be thankful. 
Each day realize that An-Nur has guided you from the darkness of disbelief to the light of 
Islam and thank Him from the bottom of your heart. 


6. Ask An-Nur 
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Use this supplication from the Quran related to light: 
They will say: Our Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed, You are over all things 
competent. [66:8] 


Paes 


O Allah, An-Nur, we know that You are Light and all kinds of light comes from You. Guide us in 
following Your revelation, so it can be a source of light for us in this life and the next. Aid us in 
doing many good deeds so our faces will be shining with light in the Hereafter, light will emerge 
for us on the siraat so we can witness Your Light in Paradise, ameen! 
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As-Samad: The Eternal & Absolute 


Meaning: He is the One Who is perfect in Himself. The One to Whom the creation turns to. The 
Master with absolute sovereignty to whom all His creatures turn for their needs and for whatever 
happens to them, and to whom all hearts turn, hoping for His mercy and fearing His punishment. 
The One who is enough; who they return to whenever they have a need of Him; who fulfills all 
of their questions and needs. 


Meaning: Samad comes from the root Saad-Meem-Daal, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To turn to (when in time of need) and to need. 

2) To reach or attain, or to aim toward something. When you make someone your goal, you 
aspire to reach them, please them, attain them, etc. Allah is the goal of what we do. 

3) To remain unchanged and unaffected. The One who has no blemishes or faults in Him. 

4) To be everlasting and eternal. The One who is not in need of anyone else and no one can 
overpower them or be above them in status or in any attribute. 


Linguistically, when As-Samad is used as a verb, it means to turn attention towards someone or 
to demand from them the fulfillment of a need. Masmood is actually what samad implies. The 
one to whom people turn in time of need. When you attribute someone as your goal, then they 
become Samad - so Allah is telling us that he is the ONE we turn to in need and He is also 
calling himself the ultimate goal. Sincerity (Ikhlas) is when we do things and the goal of that 
should always be Allah swt. 


As an adjective, samad is referred to as something that is solid with no holes or emptiness on the 
inside. e.g. pure brick of gold or a boulder with no possibility of any air or water getting in. In 
other words, something absolute and concrete without any flaw. Sumood refers to the concept of 
being firm and steadfast. 


As-Samad is the unchangeable One on Whom the entire creation depends upon. He is the One 
unaffected by any circumstance and the only One able to fulfill all of our needs in the most 
perfect way, without Himself being in need of anything or anyone! He is the the One who is not 
changed nor affected by anything in the creation, He is the eternal and absolute refuge to seek 
and depend on for all needs and desires. 


Now, when we call Allah by any of His 99 names - because He is Allahu-Samad - He fulfills 
each and every name in the absolute sense. E.g. if I call a person noble, that does not mean he 
is noble on the inside. Allah, the Absolute, is the only One for which there can be no second. The 
A-L that is put before S-M-D signifies that it is absolute. 


Allah is the One who everyone needs but does not need anyone Himself. 


As-Samad Himself says: Say, ‘He is Allah, [who is] One, Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He neither 
begets nor is born, nor is there to Him any equivalent.’ [112:1-4] 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself As-Samad— The Eternal, Satisfier of Needs, the Refuge and 
Absolute— on ONE occasion in the Quran. This root appears just once in the Quran, as the noun 
samad. The example is al-samadu (“The Eternal, Absolute”). 


33 


Evidence: “Allah, the Eternal (As-Samad).” (Surat Al-Ikhlaas, 112: 2) 


The only place in the Quran Allah calls Himself As-Samad is in Surah Al-Ikhlaas; the virtuous 
surah mentioned in the authentic hadith in Muslim to equal one-third of the Quran. This short, 
but amazingly beautiful and profound surah is a description of Allah Himself, His Oneness, His 
samad’yyah and His incomparability. Allah revealed this surah as a powerful answer to the 
people of Makkah who asked the Prophet (sw) to describe His Lord and His “lineage.” 


Al-Ahad affirms perfection of Allah in Himself. As-Samad affirms the perfection of Allah in 
relationship with His creation. Both are complementary names just like Al-Hayye (Ever-living) 
and Al-Qayyum (the One who provides others). 


What is ikhlaas (sincerity)? It is doing deeds purely for Him and to seek His pleasure, because 
He is Al-Ahad, the One and Unique. It is turning to Him for our needs & desires, and to desire 
Him only because He is As-Samad, The Eternal and Satisfier of Needs, and it is to live by the 
fact that there is no one equal to Him in any of His attributes! 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Recite and live by Surah al-Ikhlaas. 

Recite Surah Al-Ikhlaas often to gain reward, but not only that; learn to understand each 
word and live by the names of Allah mentioned in it. Love to recite this surah and talk about it to 
others as you are describing your Lord. Learn how to correctly recite it and convey it to at least 
one other person and teach your children the history and/or tafseer (explanation) of this virtuous 
surah in which As-Samad is mentioned in order to instill love of Allah in their hearts. 


2. Realize your dependence on Allah. 

One of the meanings of As-Samad is the One who is independent and self-sufficient. If 
you look at a manager, for example, one who has a high position with authority over others, it 
still takes one note from his superiors to end his career. This person is not samad. Then look at 
what we need to survive as human beings; air, water, food, even love. Why do we often act like 
as if we are independent? Especially during good times when we are healthy and wealthy we 
tend to forget we are dependent on As-Samad, even for the strap of our shoe. So remind yourself 
daily that you are dependent on Him. 


3. Call upon Him. 

Here’s a beautiful supplication the Prophet (sw) used to make as part of the morning: 

che Ble lol) AS YAK ih ol Lal Sat Saad fd Gd G 

O Ever Living One, O Eternal One, by Your mercy, I call onto You to set right all my affairs. Do 
not place me in charge of my soul even for a blink of an eye (i.e. a moment). [Al-Haakim, 


saheeh] Memorize this du’a and say it with true desire, fully realizing your dependence on Him. 


4. Desire As-Samad. 
Turn to As-Samad in good and bad times and rely on Him, resting assured He is the 
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Eternal Refuge and the One who will satisfy your needs in the way He knows is best for you. If 
you truly believe in As-Samad, your strongest desire will be to meet Him and your only fear 
will be that of His displeasure. So strive to be a real servant of Allah. Disbelievers are slaves 
of their desires, or of fashion, their belly, and their money. So beg Him to decrease the love 
for this world in your heart, including love of being praised by people, and replace it with a firm 
desire for His pleasure alone. 


O Allah, As-Samad, we know that You are the only Eternal Refuge. Make us realize we need you 
at all times and aid us to be of those who turn to You only for our needs. Adorn us with a strong 
desire to please You alone, ameen! 


Al-Ahad: The Only One, the Unique 


Al-Ahad is the One who was, is, and will ever remain alone. He is indivisible and the essence of 
unity, and nothing or no one can ever be equal to Him in essence in all His beautiful attributes! 


Meaning: Ahad comes from the root hamza-haa-daal, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To be the only one and sole. 


2) To unite or unify. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Ahad on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 85 
times in the Quran in 2 derived forms. Examples of these forms are ahadun (“anyone”), 
ahadukum (“one of you”) and ihdaa (“any, one”). 


Linguistically: 


al-Waahid: 
waahid appears to be divisible into separate parts. 
—refers to His being one in His essence only. 
—He is unique in His essence and does not have any peer or rival. 
— Being one in and of Himself. 


al-Ahad: 
ahad cannot be divided into parts 


— He is one in both His essence and His attributes. 
—He is unique in His attributes. 


— Being one in His attributes. 


Al-Ahad is one of the attributes of Allah which belong uniquely to Him, and in which nothing 
else has a share. (Lisaan al-‘ Arab —Ahad — 1/35; wahida 8/4779 — 4783). 
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Allah is Al- Ahad and Al-Waahid, He is unique in being one in both His essence and His 
attributes! Al-Ahad Himself says: . . . Qul huww-al Allahu Aahad - “Say: He is Allah [who is] 
One. [112:1] 


Bilal (ra) was a slave of Ummayah Ibn Khalaf, who was furious when he found out about 
his belief in the Oneness of Allah. Each day he would put Bilal in the heat of the sun denying 
him food or water and ordered others to place a large rock on his chest so he could hardly breath. 
He continued crushing him saying, “I will never stop torturing you, until either you die or you 
declare kufr in Muhammad (saw) and you return back to worshipping the Lat and Uzzah.” In 
extreme hardship and under the pressure of the rock on his chest, Bilal spoke his famous words 
of unshakeable faith which are an inspiration to all believers: 


“Ahadun Ahad”, “The One! The One!” 
After eleven days of torture Abu Bakr (ra) bought Bilal and set him free. The Prophet (saw) 
himself soon selected Bilal for one of the most honorable tasks: the mu’addhin, the caller of the 
adhaan, every day proclaiming the Oneness of Allah, Al-Ahad! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Feel the testimony of faith. 

Understand the shahaada by studying its meaning and implications. Reflect on your 
relationship with the shahaada and how both your limbs & heart should be connected to it. 
Remind yourself of all those believers who sacrificed everything by proclaiming the 
testimony of faith. Think of the wife of Firawn (Asiya), the People of the Trench, the early 
Muslims of Makkah and all those men and women who are being persecuted just for having faith 
and feel the power of the shahaada! “And they resented them just because they believed in 
Allah.” [85:8] Next time you pray really feel it when you say laa ilaaha illaAllah. 


2. Fight your desires. 

We know Al-Ahad is the Only but do we make Him the Only One we listen to, work for, 
ask from and submit to in our daily life? How many times do you do something you think is 
important rather than what is truly important in the eyes of Al-Ahad? Fight your ego and make 
pleasing Him your only goal. “Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] 
desire...” [45:23] 


3. Repeat the shahaada throughout the day. 
The Prophet (saw) said: “The best Dhikr (remembering Allah) is La ilaaha illaAllah and 
the best supplication is ALHamduLillah.” [At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i and Ibn Majah] 


4. Make your intentions for Him only. 

Imagine a cup of white, pure milk, if there was one drop of blood or dirt in it, the whole 
color would change and you would not drink it! Once you understand the shahaada you know 
your intentions should be purely for Allah only. Think about the intention you have with every 
deed. For example, if you feel angry when someone doesn’t acknowledge what you did for them, 
examine yourself and think, did I do this purely for Allah or was my intention mixed with 
something else? Start for one week to make everything you do to please Him only and taste the 
unique sweetness. When you are working, think you are pleasing Him by taking care of your 


36 


family, when you are tending the children make the intention you want to raise them to worship 
Al-Ahad only, when you help someone, help them for the reward of Al-Ahad only! 


5. Make surah Al-Ikhlaas your life’s motto! 

Apart from reciting it in your prayer, have you ever thought what this virtuous surah 
means to your daily life? This surah inspires you to sincerity in all you do and live for the Only, 
Al-Ahad. He rewards your good deeds according to their sincerity, your sincerity is the key to 
your eternal success and without sincerity all your deeds are worthless! Say, “Surely my 
prayer and my devotion, my life and my death are all for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. He has 
no partner, and this is what I have been commanded.” [6:162] This means not only act of 
worship like prayer and fasting, but you should have the intention to please Al-Ahad in spending 
money, dealing with colleagues, your family, etc. 


6. Ask Al-Ahad. 
Ask Him, turn to Him and beg Him only for your every need. Ask Him to help you to 
purify your intentions. 


O Allah, Al-Ahad we know that You are the Only. Bless us with pure intentions and help us to do 
those deeds most pleasing to You. Guide us to understand, live, and die by the shahaada so the 
fire cannot touch us, and we will enter Your everlasting gardens, Ameen! 


Al-Waahid: The One 


Al-Waahid is the source of everything in existence. Al-Waahid is the One, He is Alone and He is 
Unique in every single way! 


Meaning: Waahid comes from the root waw-haa-daal, which points to four main meanings. 
1) The first meaning is to be one, to be made one and to be called one. 
2) The second main meaning is to connect, join and unite. 
3) The third is to be unique and singular 
4) and the fourth is to be one apart from others. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Waahid on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 68 
times in the Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms are waahidan (“one”), 
waahidatan (“single”) and wahdahu (“alone”). 


Linguistically, waahid means one who is one, or alone, apart from others. Tawheed also comes 
from this root and it means unification or asserting oneness. 


Tawheedullaah means to believe that Allah is One without partner in His dominion and His 
actions (Ruboobiyyah), One without similitude in His essence and attributes (Asmaa wa Sifaat), 
and One without rival in His divinity and in worship (Uloohiyyah/Uboodiyyah). Disregarding 
one of these aspects of Tawheed is shirk (literally sharing); the association of partners with 
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Allah. Being One is a quality of Allah which nobody else shares with Him. He is the One and 
Only in His being, authority, actions and powers! 


Al-Waahid Himself says: ... and all creatures will come out before Allah, the One, the 
Prevailing [14:48]... O [my] two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, the 
One, the Prevailing? [12:39]... Say, [O0 Muhammad], “I am only a warner, and there is not any 
deity except Allah, the One, the Prevailing [38:65] .. Exalted is He; He is Allah, the One, the 
Prevailing [39:4] ..To whom belongs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the 
Prevailing [40:16] 


Allah chose His Name Al-Waahid to be paired with His Name Al-Qahhaar on each occasion in 
the Quran! 


This Beautiful Name illustrates that He has the supreme authority and ultimate power to do 
anything. Al-Qahhaar can subdue anyone to compel him or her to His will and He does so with 
perfect knowledge and justice and this great ability belongs to Him only. All that is in the 
heavens and the earth submits, willingly or unwillingly, to Al-Waahid alone! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Remind yourself and others of His Oneness. 

The Oneness of Allah is a principle you need to keep reminding yourself of. His Oneness 
is the core message all the Prophets, peace be upon them all, were sent with! If you truly 
understand Al-Waahid, you will worship Him accordingly. Remind yourself He is the Only One 
able to do everything, so in your daily life, make du’a only to Him, sacrifice only for Him and 
give sadaqah only for Him. Study tawheed and its meanings and teach this Name to your 
children and others! 


2. Turn to Him first. 

We know we have to believe in Al-Waahid alone, but in daily life when difficulty hits us 
we often turn to other means to try to relieve ourselves. When you have a problem turn to Him 
first and then to other means to your disposal. When you are ill, don’t just grab a medicine 
quickly, but first ask Al-Waahid to provide you cure. When you are hurt, don’t immediately vent 
your heartache to a friend, ask Al-Waahid to mend your heart first. Why turn to anyone else if 
you can turn to The Sustainer of the Heavens and the earth? 


3. See Al-Waahid’s proof all around you. 

The integration of the whole universe is a proof for the Oneness of Allah. The orbit of the 
sun and the moon, the composition of the air, the earth, the seas and the planets, the birth of a 
child, the perfect works of the human body are all proofs that there is only One Creator Who is 
the source of all of these diverse manifestations of His Unity. So look around you to increase 
your awe for His Beautiful Oneness! 


4. Trust in Al-Waahid. 

Tawheed means you recognize He alone manages the affairs of the creation. Nothing or 
no one else creates, sustains, grants, withholds, brings back to life, causes death, nor manages the 
affairs of every single person, nor sees their innermost feelings, except Al-Waahid. So put your 
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trust in Him and know that only He will deal with you with perfect wisdom and justice at all 
times! 


5. Learn how to protect yourself from shirk. 

Gain knowledge about shirk and its types so you can protect yourself from it as best as 
you can. Al-Waahid says: Surely Allah does not forgive that anything should be associated with 
Him, and forgives what is besides that to whomsoever He pleases; and whoever associates 
anything with Allah, he devises indeed a great sin. [4:48] This shows you beautifully that Al- 
Waahid forgives all sins, except shirk. However, repentance wipes out each and every sin, 
even an act of shirk! The Prophet (saw) taught this comprehensive supplication regarding 
shirk: 


Allaahumma innee ‘aoothu bika an ushrika bika shaiann wa anaa a’lamuh(u), wa 
astaghfiruka limaa laa a’lam. — O Allah, I seek refuge in You lest I associate anything with 
You knowingly, and I seek Your forgiveness for what I know not [Ahmad] Memorize it and 
ask Al-Waahid with it each day! 


O Allah, Al-Waahid we know that You are the One and Only. Grant us correct and unshakable 
belief in Your Oneness, allow us to truly understand and appreciate this Beautiful Name, act 
upon it and spread the message of Your Oneness to others. Make us reflect your Creation and 
protect and forgive us from all types of shirk, ameen! 


Al-Witr: The One who has No Equal 


Al-Witr is the One and Unique for whom there is no partner or equal. He is unique in His 
essence, in all His attributes and there is nothing equal to Him in any way! 


Meaning: Witr comes from the root waw-taa-raa, which points to three meanings. 
1) To be odd (numbered), one and single. 
2) To be in succession. 
3) To deprive. 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Witr is not mentioned in the Quran, but occurs in a narration of 
the Prophet (saw). This root appears three times in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples 
of these forms are yatirakum (“will deprive you”), tatraa (“in succession”) and wal-watri (“and 
the odd”). 


Linguistically witr means that which is odd-numbered, uneven, not uniform or equable. 
Allah’s name Al-Witr is related in meaning to His beautiful names Al-Ahad and Al-Waahid. All 
indicate that Allah is one, only and unique in His essence, all His powers, knowledge and 
abilities. 


The Prophet (saw) said: Allah is witr (single, odd) and loves what is witr. So perform witr prayer. 
O followers of Quran, observe witr (prayer). [At-Tirmidhee, Abu Dawud] 
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In Islam the ways we worship are indicated to the finest details in the Quran and the sunnah of 
the Prophet Muhammad (saw). An example is the number of times we are ought to carry out 
certain acts of worship, of which some are in witr (odd numbers) only. 

Examples: 
(1) Tawaaf - circulation around the ka’bah, which is prescribed to be done seven times as well as 
the times Muslims go between Safaa and Marwaa as Hajj and Umrah ritual. 
(2) Laylatul qadr - According to some hadith, the Night of Decree is to be found in the last ten 
nights of Ramadan, in the odd-numbered nights. 
(3) Ayaam ul beed - the amount of days which is sunnah to fast, as one of the ways of the 
Prophet (saw) to fast was on the white days, which are three days in the middle of each month. 
(4) Witr prayer - strongly recommended prayer of an odd-numbered rakahs; to be prayed in the 
time after Isha prayer and before the Fajr prayer. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Keep reminding yourself of the uniqueness of Al-Witr. 

The fact Allah is one and unique in all He does, knows and gives is something we know, 
but sometimes forget to live by it in our daily lives. Remind yourself each day Allah is the only 
one who can give you Jannah, so put Him first and not what people think or want of you or even 
what your ego (nafs) whispers to you! 


2. Pray the Witr prayer. 

The Witr prayer is one of the greatest acts of worship that draw one closer to Allah. The 
majority of the scholars say is one of the confirmed sunan (a sunnah mu’akkadah) which you 
as a Muslim should observe regularly and not neglect. Imam Ahmad raheemahullah even said: 
Whoever neglects Witr is a bad man whose testimony should not be accepted. The Prophet (sw) 
said: Allah has prescribed for you a prayer (by which He may increase your reward), which is 
Witr; Allah has enjoined it for you during the time between ‘Isha prayer until dawn begins. [At- 
Tirmidhee, saheeh] Ask Allah Al-Witr to enable you to pray this prayer regularly. 


3. Be unique. 

As true Muslims we all share our belief in Allah Al-Witr alone, but this doesn’t mean we 
should not strive to be unique in our actions! Do your best to perform as many good deeds as 
you can, be creative and set up your own projects on the path of Islam and for the pleasure 
of Al-Witr and by the will of Allah, leave a unique legacy in this world which will count for you 
in the Hereafter Insha’ Allah. 


4. Know the meaning of tawheed and live by it. 

Studying the meaning of tawheedullaah (the Oneness of Allah), its types and how to live 
by them is the most important branch of Islamic knowledge. Part of this knowledge are knowing 
the names and attributes of Allah. At least spend one day a week of which you read from a 
trustworthy book about tawheed and its types and make sure to convey this knowledge to your 
children and family Insha’ Allah! 


O Allah, Al-Witr, we know that you are one, single and unique. Help us to remind ourselves of 


Your oneness and turn to You only for all our needs and make us of those who consistently pray 
the Witr prayer. Increase our knowledge of tawheed and its types, aid us to live by them, and 
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enable us to leave a unique legacy of ongoing good deeds for those who come after us until the 
day of judgement, ameen! 


Al-Maalik ul-Mulk: Master of the Kingdom 


Allah is the only possessor and ruler of the creation. Maalik ul-Mulk has the supreme authority 
and ruling power to act, command, and decide in whatever manner He likes! 


Meaning: Maalik, Malik and Maleek all come from the root maa-laa-kaa, which points to three 
main meanings. 

1) To have possession and ownership. 

2) To have power and ability. 

3) To control and have authority. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Maalik ul-Mulk on one occasion in the Quran. This root 
appears 206 times in the Quran in ten derived forms. Examples of these forms are malakat 
(“possess”), mulku (“dominion”), and al-malaa’ikatu (“the angels)”. 


Linguistically, maalik is an intensified form and refers to not only having kingship, but being 
master and lord. The word malik (king) is used for people however the name Maalik ul-Mulk is 
used for only Allah (swt). He is the King of all Kings, the owner of all owners and the ruler of all 
rulers, and His Kingdom consists of all that was, is, and will be created! 


Maalik ul-Mulk Himself says: “Say, ‘O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to 
whom You will and You take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will 
and You humble whom You will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things 
competent.’” [al-Imran: 3:26] 


In Surah Al-Fatiha, Allah calls Himself Maaliki yawmid-Deen: He is the Master of the Day of 
Recompense and on that day all commands will be Allah’s only. No king or ruler will be able to 
command anyone to anything nor will any person have the power to do anything for someone 
else. 


Maalik ul-Mulk says, demonstrating His complete ownership and mastery over us: “Surely the 
virtuous shall be in Bliss, and the wicked shall be in the Blazing Fire. They shall enter it on the 
Day of Recompense and then shall never come out of it. What do you know what the Day of 
Recompense is? Again, what do you know what the Day of Recompense is? It is the Day when no 
one will have the power to do anything for one another, and all command will be 

Allah’s.” [82:13-19] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 
1. Remember the Day of Recompense. 


Remind yourself of the day that Maalik ul-Mulk will confront you: The Day when they 
will (all) come out and nothing of them will be hidden from Allah. (On that Day they will be 
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asked): “Whose is the kingdom today?” (The whole world will cry out): “It is Allah’s, the One, 
the Overpowering.” (It will then be said): “Today shall everyone be fully recompensed for his 
deeds...[40:16-17] Every time you say Maaliki Yawmid-Deen in your prayer, imagine standing 
in front of Him and think of the deeds you have put forward for that day! 


2. Reflect on the Kingdom. 

Because nowadays most of us live in cities, surrounded by concrete and machines, we 
forget that in nature more than anything you see the sublime manifestation of the mulk of Allah. 
When you are caught up in your daily life issues, blowing small problems out of proportion, or 
when your connection to Allah feels weak, step out of the streets and into nature and let it 
humble you. Pick up a leaf and feel the texture. Reflecting on the creation is in of itself 
‘ibaadah. 


3. Ask Maalik ul-Mulk. 

Use this beautiful Quranic du’a to supplicate to Maalik ul-Mulk: Those who remember 
Allah standing, sitting and lying on their sides and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the 
earth: Our Lord! You have not created this (universe) in vain! Glory be to You; save us then from 
the agony of the fire (Jahanam). [3:191] 


4. 
4. Motivate yourself. 

Imagine the moment you will enter Jannah; the angels at the gates will welcome you with 
salaamun ‘alaikum- they greet you with peace —the peace that you have longed for all your life. 
Then you will rush off to your house. The prophet (sw) said: “By the One in Whose hand is the 
soul of Muhammad, any one of them (believers) will be more familiar with his dwelling in 
Paradise than he was with his house in this world.” [Al-Bukhaaree] Make Jannah a reality in 
your life and make it a clear goal at each start of your day. Allah says: “And when you look 
there [in Paradise], you will see pleasure and great dominion.” [76:20] Motivate yourself by 
imagining that first look into the great Kingdom of Jannah! 


5. Be responsible in the dominion of Maalik ul-Mulk. 

And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed, I will make 
upon the earth a successive authority.’ [2:30] Allah placed you in His dominion with a mission: 
to worship Him alone and be reformers on earth. 
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How do you know what Maalik ul-Mulk expects from you in His kingdom? By studying the 
Quran and the sunnah: 
First step: Read about His commandments and limits with which He guides you. 
Second step: Ask Allah for the ability to understand your Deen better. 
Third step: Do your best to act upon your knowledge. 


6. Be a good leader. 

The Messenger of Allah (sw) said, “Every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for 
his flock. The leader of people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects. A man is the 
guardian of his family and he is responsible for them. A woman is the guardian of her husband’s 
home and his children is also her responsibility. The servant of a man is a guardian of the 
property of his master and he is responsible for it. Surely, every one of you is a shepherd and 
responsible for his flock.” [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] Never misuse your authority over someone 
else, be just to your spouse and children and even to the animals, and remind yourself you will be 
asked about your leadership by Maalik ul-Mulk! 

O Allah, Maalik ul-Mulk, we know that You are our only Master and Ruler. Make us remember 
the Day of Recompense in our words and deeds, aid us to truly reflect on Your Kingdom and be 
humbled by it. Guide us in being responsible on this earth, just to those under our authority and 
make us enter Jannah, Your Eternal dominion of pleasure, ameen! 


Al-‘Adheem: Honorable & Above Imperfection 


He is the One whose might and grandeur are contained within Himself. All His actions are 
perfect, and only He deserves to be exalted by creation. Al-‘Adheem is the owner of all power, 
might, and strength. Everything besides Him is small and insignificant! 


Meaning: ‘Adheem comes from the root ayn-Dhaa-meem, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be great, large, vast, huge, & enormous. 
2) To be great in rank. 
3) To be imposing, powerful, superior, & honored. 
4) To be above any imperfection. 


Occurrence: 9 times. This root appears 128 times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples 
of these forms are yu’adhim (honor), adheemun (great), and ‘idhaaman (bones). 


Linguistically, ‘adheem is a superlative derived from the noun `idham, which encompasses 
greatness, magnanimity, and honor. Al-‘Adheem, is the One whose greatness can’t be grasped by 
sight; it’s beyond all limits, and no human intellect can ever absorb it. 


Al-‘Adheem Himself says: He is the most High, the Greatest. [2:255] . . . To Him belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and He is the Most High, the Most 
Great. [42:4] So exalt the name of your Lord, the Most Great. [56:74] 
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In the Arabic language the word ‘adheem is used to point out to different concepts of greatness, 
for example a punishment ‘adheem is a great punishment, or a man ‘adheem is a great man. 


However, the magnificence of Allah Al-‘ Adheem is beyond our imagination, even though we see 
part of His actions in the world we live in. Each attribute or action of any created being, even 
though it seems great, is insignificant looking at Al-‘Adheem. For example, the knowledge of the 
most learned scholar cannot even be compared to the perfect knowledge of Al-‘Adheem, not in 
the slightest. 


‘Adhm means bone; it refers to strength. Al-‘Adheem is the greatest & the strongest and He 
chose us to contemplate His greatness & strength each time we bow down and say ‘Subhaana 
Rabbiyal ‘Adheem?’ in our prayer. 


In His ultimate wisdom He chose this name of all His names to be repeated a minimum of three 
times in each prayer. We say it while we are bowing down (ruk’oo), submitting to His greatness 
and strength. When we bow in rukoo’ we should focus all of our body and mind on how inferior 
we are in comparison with Al-‘Adheem. Bowing is admitting, testifying to the grandeur and the 
might of Allah! 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Fill up your scales of deeds by remembering Al-‘Adheem 

Abu Hurairah (ra) reported: The Messenger of Allah (sw) said: ‘There are two statements 
that are light for the tongue to remember, heavy in the Scales and are dear to the Merciful: 
Subhan-Allahi wa bihamdihi, Subhan-Allahil-‘ Adheem [Glory be to Allah and all Praise is 
due to Him, (and) Allah, the Greatest is free from imperfection).’ [Al-Bukharee and Muslim] 
Make it a habit to say this any spare moment, while working, cooking, waiting, traveling, etc. 


2. Ask Al-‘Adheem for help in all situations. 

He is the owner of all strength; each hardship, challenge, or problem you face is 
insignificant compared to what He was able to create. Al-‘Adheem created the beautiful sky and 
the strong and huge mountains— don’t you think He will be able to solve all your problems? So 
ask Al-‘Adheem to help you in all situations and call onto Him whenever you feel you need 
strength to carry on in life. 

Du’as are like a weapon, and a weapon is only as good as the person who is using it; it is not 
merely the matter of how sharp it is. If the weapon is perfect and free from flaws, and the arm of 
the person using it is strong, and there is nothing stopping him, then he can lay waste the enemy. 
But if any of these three features is lacking, then the effect will be lacking accordingly. 
There is an etiquette and rulings which must be fulfilled, in the du’a and in the person making the 
du’a. 

(1) Sincerity in making du’a. 

(2) Repentance and turning back to Allah. 

(3) Humbling oneself, hoping for Allah’s reward & fearing His punishment. 

(4) Urgently repeating the du’a w/o getting exasperated or bored. 

(5) Making du’a at times of ease and luxury. 

(6) Seeking to draw closer to Allah by calling upon His Beautiful Names & Attributes. 
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(7) Choosing the clearest & most concise words and best of du’as. 


3. Fear no one but Al-‘Adheem. 

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and do not die except in the state 
of Islam. [3:102] Even the strongest man in this world is absolutely nothing compared to the 
greatness and strength of Al-‘Adheem, so fear no one and nothing except Him. 


4. Make it a habit to recite ayatul kursi. 

Allah concludes with His name Al-‘Adheem and it is called the greatest (‘adham) ayah of 
the Quran and in it is the greatest name of Allah mentioned. Make it a habit to recite it after 
each fard (obligatory) prayer and before sleeping. 


~Ubayy bin Kab said that the Prophet (sw) asked him about the greatest ayah in the Book of 
Allah, and *Ubayy answered, “Allah and His Rasool know better.” When the Prophet (sw) 
repeated his question several times, ` Ubayy finally answered Ayatul-Kursi. Rasool (sw) 
commented, “Congratulations for having knowledge, O Abu Al-Mundhir! By He in Whose Hand 
is my soul, this ayah has a tongue and two lips with which she praises the King (Allah) next to 
the leg of the Throne.” [Ahmad] 


5. Increase your dhikr when you bow. 
To feel your rukoo’ increase your adhkaar (rememberance) in it. A dhikr from the sunnah 
including this name is: 


Habal cL 7S oG aal 63 GL 
How perfect He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty, magnificence and grandeur [Abu 
Daawood, An-Nasaa’ee, Ahmad]. 


O Allah Al-‘Adheem, we know You are the magnificent and Your strength and greatness are 
beyond our comprehension. Make us glorify You and turn to You in hardship and ease, aid us to 
fear no one and nothing but You, guide us to be of the those who are always in a state of 
awareness of Your might and grandeur, and make our scales heavy by remembering You and 
living by Your beautiful names, ameen! 


Al-Quddoos: the Most Perfectly Pure 


Al-Quddoos is the One who is the absolutely pure in essence and attributes. He is the source of 
all purity. Al-Quddoos is free from and far above any worldly imperfection, and He is beyond all 
human understanding of purity and perfection! 


Meaning: Quddoos comes from the root Qaaf-Daal-Seen, which points to three main meanings: 


1) To be pure and clean. 
2) To be far removed from impurity or imperfection. 
3) To be sacred or blessed. 
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Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Quddoos on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
ten times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-qudusi (“the Holy 
[spirit]”) and al-muqadasi (“the sacred”). 


Linguistically, quddoos is on the intense structure of the attribute of quds, which refers to 
cleanliness or tahaarah and comes from the verb qadasa. Al-Quddoos is ‘clean’ or free from 
any partner, spouse, or child, from death, from injustice, lying, forgetfulness, error, 
poverty, and stinginess. Laa ilaaha illa huwa- there is no God but He. 


Al-Quddoos Himself says: He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the 
Pure .. . (Quran, 59:23] Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting 
Allah, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Authority, the Wise. (Quran, 62:1]—The prophet (saw) reads 
al-Malik’s (King) sign on to the people; he (saw) purifies the people with al-Qudoos’ words; he 
(saw) teaches people the Book (Law) coming from the ultimate Authority (‘Azeez); he (saw) 
teaches the wisdom that comes only from the All-Wise (Hakeem). 


They (mala’ika) said, ‘Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and sheds 
blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?’ [Quran, 2:30]. The angels glorify and 
praise Allah al-Quddoos continuously and so does the whole universe. 


What is our purpose? Al-Quddoos created insan to worship, glorify, and praise Him as He 
gave us something different: our hearts. Using the human heart to reflect on His creations, His 
perfection and greatness, it realizes that glorification and praise of the Creator is inevitable. So 
we praise and thank Al-Quddoos (Alhamdulillah) and glorify His Perfection (SubhanAllah) as 
He is high above anything that does not befit Him. Isn’t it a blessing to have such a perfect lord, 
and aren’t we blessed to be able to praise Him? 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Have a pure belief in Al-Quddoos. 

Believe in the Oneness of Al-Quddoos and make sure your aqeedah (set of beliefs or 
creed) is pure by studying the types of tawheed and their practical meanings in your daily life 
from trustworthy sources, like Kitaab ut -Tawheed (The Book of Tawheed) by ibn Abd Al- 
Wahhab. 


2. Praise Al-Quddoos. 

Say Alhamdulilah and SubhanAllah from the bottom of your heart. The Prophet (sw) 
used to say in his prayer while in the bowing position (ruk’0o): subboohun quddoosun Rabbul- 
malaa ikati war-rooh (praise and Holiness be to You, Lord of the angels and the Soul). [Muslim] 
You can add this beautiful invocation to enhance your prayer. 


3. Purify yourself through prayer. 

The Prophet (sw) asked the companions: If someone bathes in a river outside of his house 
five times a day, will there be any impurity left on him? [Muslim] Visualize your prayer as 
cleansing your body and soul. Your prayer also protects you: indeed the prayer prevents from 
the indecency and evil. [Quran, 29:45] 
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4. Give the best sadagah. 

Give zakah (obligatory) and sadaqah (charity) to “purify” and increase your wealth. 
Take, [O, Muhammad], from their wealth a charity by which you purify them and cause them 
increase. [Quran 9:103] Remind yourself when you give sadaqah to give the best, as Allah is Al- 
Quddoos and He deserves the best to be given for His sake. Aisha (ra) used to perfume the 
charity she gave! 


5. Don't be unjust. 

Allah does not wrong a person even to the amount of an atom’s weight [Quran 4:40]. 
Even if people do dhulm (injustice) to Him, Al-Quddoos never does injustice to people. Allah 
‘azza wa jall also made injustice and oppression forbidden for you; so don’t be unjust to 
anyone, family or stranger, child, adult or even to animals. 


6. Be clean. 

Be clean inside and out and strive to purify and keep renewing your intentions when you 
do a good deed. Be thoughtful with your wudu; do your best to not only keep your belongings 
and house clean, but also your environment by not littering and by removing harmful objects. 
Consume healthy and permissible food and drink— bought with halal earnings— and teach 
children this way of living. 


7. Let the Quran purify you. 

And who is more truthful than Allah in speech? (Quran, 4:122] The speech of Al- 
Quddoos is pure and is a cure, healing, and guidance for you to purify yourself. So turn to the 
Quran to seek cure from the diseases of your heart, let the ayahs help improve your character, 
and recite the Quran daily to clean your heart and bring tranquillity to your body. 


8. Ask Al-Quddoos. 

The Prophet (sw) used to ask Al-Quddoos at the beginning of prayer: 
da AAMT sll cody US GOLA co pi alll pally Gd ou uel LS GLLbE cras pias sels pel 
sally -Uly fills SLL oye pleut agl Sal 


O Allah, distance me from my sins just as You have distanced The East from The West, O Allah, 
purify me of my sins as a white robe is purified of filth, O Allah, cleanse me of my sins with 
snow, water, and ice. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] Use and reflect on this supplication as it contains 
all forms of purification: distancing (moving far away from dirt and deficiencies), removing 
dirt or filth, and washing or cleansing, so no impurity remains at the end. 


O Allah, Al-Quddoos, we know that You are the absolutely pure beyond imagination. Lead us to a 
sound belief in Your oneness, help us in purifying our hearts, deeds, and intentions, and guide us 
to purify our bodies and keep our environment clean. Aid us in performing the best salah, giving 
the best charity, and helping us to turn to the Quran so we can come to You with a pure heart, 
ameen! 
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Al-Awwal: The First 


Al-Awwal is the one who neither has a beginning nor an end. There is none prior to Him; He is 
self-existent, all comes from Him, and He is the cause of all that became! 


Meaning: Awwal comes from the root hamza-waw-laam, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be first or to be before. 
2) To come back to or to return. 
3) To be foremost. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Awwal once in the Quran. This root appears 170 times in 
the Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-oolaa (“the first”), yaa ulee 
(“Oh men”), aali (“family, people”), al-awaleena (“the forefathers”) and taweelih 
(“interpretation”). 


Linguistically al-awwal means the one who advances or precedes others. The firstness of Allah 
Al-Awwal means: the One Whose existence has no beginning and Who existed before 
everything without a limit (of beginning); He deserves to be the first since He existed when 
there was nothing before or with Him! This all refers to the same meaning, as the Prophet (sw) 
said: “O Allah! You are the First, and there is nothing before You...” 


Al-Awwal Himself says: “. . . He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and 
He is, of all things, Knowing” [57:3] 


Al-Awwal says: “And it is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in six Days and His 
Throne was on the water, that He might try you, which of you is the best in deeds.” [12:7] 
Qataadah said: Your Lord, may He be blessed and exalted, is telling you how His creation began 
before He created the heavens and the earth. [Tafseer al-Tabari, 15/246] 


The Prophet (sw) said: “There was Allah, and there was nothing else besides Him, and His 
Throne was over the water. He wrote all things in the Book (in heaven) and He created the 
heavens and the earth.” Both the ayah and the hadeeth state that the ‘Arsh (the Throne) of Allah 
was over the water before the heaven and earth were created. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Make Allah ‘awwal in your life. 

We know Allah is the first, but do you really make him ‘awwal’ in your daily life? The 
Prophet (sw) said: Whoever makes the akhirah his preoccupation, then Allah places freedom 
from want in his heart, gathers his affairs, and the duniya (worldly life) comes to him despite 
being reluctant to do so. And whoever makes the duniya his preoccupation, then Allah places his 
poverty in front of his eyes, make his affairs scattered, and nothing of the duniya comes to him 
except that which has been decreed for him. 

Do you only think about the clothes you will wear, the food you will eat, the shopping 
you will do and the friends you will meet that day? Or about how you will pray your prayers on 
time, keep yourself from back biting and how you will read your daily portion of the Quran? 
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Fulfilling His commandments and staying away from what He forbade should be the biggest 
concern of your day! 


2. Be of the saabiqgoon. 

Money perishes, positions will be lowered and people come and go, only good deeds 
remain. Be of the saabiqoon — those who are first and foremost in doing good deeds. Then we 
caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our servants; and among them is he who 
wrongs himself, and among them is he who is moderate, and among them is he who is foremost 
in good deeds by permission of Allah. That [inheritance] is what is the great bounty. [35:32] 


3. Give priority to your prayer. 

The Prophet (sw) said: The first thing one will be held accountable for on the Day of 
Judgment is prayer. Contemplate this important fact and let it motivate you to fit your daily 
activities around your prayer instead of fitting your prayers around your daily activities! Learn 
how to pray properly, understand what you say in salah, push yourself to pray on time and ask 
Al-Awwal to help you put your prayers first! 


4. Please Him first and He will beautify you. 

The Prophet (sw) said: He who displeased Allah for seeking the pleasure of people, Allah 
is displeased with him and those people are also displeased..And he who pleases Allah, although 
by it he displeased people, Allah is pleased with him... Allah makes him splendid and his speech 
and acts in the eyes of others beautiful. You will never be able to please one person all the time. 
Focus on pleasing Allah first in everything you do and He will give you a beautiful position in 
people’s eyes insha’ Allah! 


5. Put the Quran first in your studies. 

Ibn Taymiyyah raheemahullah said: “As for seeking to memorize the Quran, this is to be 
given preference over many of the things that the people consider to be knowledge, but are (in 
reality) either totally useless, or having little benefit. It is also to be given precedence in learning 
especially by those who wish to acquire knowledge of the deen, its principles and its particulars. 
Since what is prescribed for such a person at this time is that he should begin by memorizing the 
Quran, as it is the foundation of the branches of knowledge of the deen. Make understanding, 
reciting and interacting with the Quran the basis and priority of all your studies, even if it is ten 
minutes a day! 


O Allah, Al-Awwal we know that You are the One without beginning nor end. Guide us to put You 
and seeking Your pleasure first and foremost in our belief and our deeds. Help us to give priority 
to our prayers, adorn us with love and closeness to Your Book and make us of the saabiqoon. 
Ameen! 
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Al-Akhir: The Last 


Al-Aakhir is the one who neither has an end nor beginning. There is nothing beyond Him; He is 
the Ultimate and will remain after the whole creation has passed away! 


Meaning: Aakhir comes from the root hamza-Khaa-Raa, which points to three main meanings. 


1) To be latter and to put back. 
2) To postpone or to put at the end. 
3) To be final, last, and ultimate. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Aakhir once in the Quran. This root appears 250 times in 
the Quran in six derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-aakhirati (“the Hereafter’), 
yawmil-aakhiri (“Last Day”), yastakhiroonaa (“seek to delay, they remained behind”), ukhraa 
(“another”) and al-aakhareena (“the others”). 


Al-Aakhir is the last without having a first. He is above any type of description. Al-Aakhir is 
logically the first to give us guidance and the last to look after those whom He guides. He 
will remain the last One, with no one or nothing ever comparable to Him in essence or attributes! 


Al-Aakhir Himself says: “. . . He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and 
He is, of all things, Knowing.” [57:3] 


In the beautiful ayahs of Surah Ar-Rahmaan (26 and 27), Allah says that all the residents of earth 
will perish and die. Even the residents of the heavens will die, except whomever Allah wills. 


What will remain? Only the Honorable Face of Allah, because our Lord, the Exalted, the 
Blessed, is the Ever Living Who never dies. Ash-Sha`bi said, “When you have recited, kullu 
man ‘alayhaa faa’n (Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish) do not stop, continue to read: 
wa yabqaa wajhu rabbuka dhul jalaali wal ikraam (Only your Lord, possessed of majesty 
and honor, shall endure for ever). 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Let your desire to meet Allah motivate you to perform good deeds. 

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: Whoever loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet 
him. Whoever is averse to meeting Allah, Allah is averse to meeting him. When you die you will 
be shown a glimpse of your destiny either in Paradise or in the Hellfire, this will bring about love 
or dislike of your meeting with Allah. 

Every day think about your meeting with Allah and your standing in front of Him, and let 
this motivate you to do good deeds and strive against your desires so that you will be blessed 
with love of meeting Allah Al-Aakhir. Whoever puts Allah first will never be last! 


2. Give continuous charity. 


When you die you won’t be able to do any good deeds anymore and you will not receive 
any reward for actions anymore, except for three types of deeds. Their rewards will be lasting! 
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The Prophet (saw) said: “When a man dies, his deeds come to an end except for three 
things: sadaqah Jariyah (ceaseless charity); knowledge which is beneficial; or a virtuous 
descendant who prays for him (the deceased).” [Muslim] 

So read about and give sadaqah jariyah (e.g. planting a tree, building a mosque, etc). Be 
part of spreading Islamic knowledge, like printing an Islamic book, printing your own leaflets to 
spread knowledge, etc.; no project is too small! And teach your children from an early age to 
make dua’ for you! 


3. Remind yourself of the Last Day. 

Don’t let a day go by without remembering the day you will be accounted for each of 
your deeds, no matter how insignificant you thought they were. Let remembrance of death and 
the day of account humble you. 

When the Prophet (saw) went to bed, he would put his right hand under his right cheek 
and say: Allahumma qinee ‘adhaabaka yawma tab’athu ‘ibaadaka (My Lord, save me from 
Your punishment on the Day when You resurrect Your slaves) — to be recited three times. 
Memorize this supplication and write it on a note next to your bed, so you never forget to say it 
InshaAllah! 


4. Value silence and the rights of neighbors and guests. 

In the Quran and Sunnah specific good deeds are narrated directly connected to your 
belief in Al-Aakhir and the Last Day. Strive to fulfill all of them in your daily life! The Prophet 
(saw) said: “Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him say what is righteous or keep 
silent. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him be kind to his neighbor. And whoever 
believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him be generous to his guest.” [Muslim] 


5. Ask Al-Aakhir for a good ending. 

Some people commit an act of kufr at the very end of their lives. Some lives end in a 
horrible, disgraceful way, like young Muslims dying in car accidents while they were drunk and 
speeding and other examples of the angel of death seizing believers while they were engaged in a 
major sin. Ask Al-Aakhir for your last deed to be your best deed and your best day the day you 
meet Him. You can use this beautiful supplication— say it while deeply reflecting on your own 
life, deeds and death: 

Allahumma innee as aluka husnal khaatimah — O Allah, I ask You for a good end to my life. 


O Allah, Al-Aakhir we know that You are the last One who will remain when everything perishes. 
Bless us with love and eagerness to meet You and make us remind ourselves that we will stand 
before You so we can strive to do good. Enable us to do deeds whose rewards will continue, 
counting for us after our death, and give us a good ending, ameen! 
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Al-Faatir: The Originator 


He is the One who initiates and creates. Al-Faatir is the one who starts and finishes the complete 
creation with perfection! 


Meaning: Faatir comes from the root Faa-Taa-Raa which points to three main meanings. 
1) To initiate and start. 
2) To create. 
3) To break apart. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Faatir on 6 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 20 
times in the Quran in six derived forms. Examples of these forms are faTara (“He has created”), 
infaTarat (“is cleft asunder”), fuToorin (“flaw”) and munfaTirun (“will break apart”). 


Linguistically, fatara al-shay’ means “he began the thing.” Ibn ‘Abbaas said: “I did not 
understand what faatir al-samawaati wa’l-ard (Creator of the heavens and the earth) meant 
until two Bedouins came to me with a dispute about a well, and one of them said Ana fatartuha (I 
started it), meaning that he was the one who dug it first. 

Abu’1-‘Abbaas said that he heard Ibn al-A‘raabi say: “Ana awwal man fatara hadha" (I 
am the first one who started this), meaning the first one to begin it. This means that the root 
faTara and faaTir may be used to refer to others than Allah, however Allah is the only true Faatir 
as each and every thing is started by His will and power only. 


Al-Faatir Himself says: Their messengers said, “Can there be doubt about Allah, Creator of the 
heavens and earth?” [14:10].. Say, “O Allah, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Knower of the 
unseen and the witnessed, You will judge between your servants concerning that over which they 
used to differ. [39:46] 


In the Quran, Allah starts surah Faatir with: [All] praise is [due] to Allah, Creator of the heavens 
and the earth, [who] made the angels messengers having wings, two or three or four... [35:1] 
Allah Al-Faatir teaches us beautiful lessons we can learn from surah Faatir. 


The surah opens with Allah stating it is He who is the Creator of the heavens and earth and 
therefore both praise and thanks belongs to Him. 


Further in the surah Allah says: We gave the Book as an inheritance to those whom We 
chose from among Our servants; among them is the one who wrongs himself, and among them is 
also the one who takes a middle course, and of them is the one who is foremost in virtuous deeds 
by Allah’s permission; this is the great excellence. [35:32] Here Al-Faatir explains to us how of 
all of the creation, He chose a selection to be blessed with belief in Him, with Islam. He then 
describes how we can classify ourselves into three groups, all of which are among the 
believers, explained by Al-Hasan al-Basri: 


(1) the wrongful one: ill-deeds >> good deeds 
(2) the foremost one: good-deeds >> ill-deeds 


(3) the middle-coursed one: good-deeds = ill-deeds 
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This teaches us that true success, or excellence, lies not in materialism but in your good deeds 
outweighing your bad deeds. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Feel true praise and thanks. 

Allah starts surah Faatir with: Alhamdulillaahi faaTiris samaawaati wal ardh — [All] 
praise is [due] to Allah, Creator of the heavens and the earth...[35:1] You firmly believe He is 
the Creator, but how often do you really praise Him and how strong is your thanks to Him, for all 
He gave you? Most important is that you always say alhamdulillah, with a strong conviction 
that He is your Creator, the Originator of all you see, feel, taste and touch! 

Recognize His work all around you and be thankful for all that He created for you to 
make use of in this world. [He is] Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for you 
from yourselves, mates, and among the cattle, mates; He multiplies you thereby [42:11]. 


2. Realize how blessed you are with Islam. 

Halfway surah Faatir Allah says: We gave the Book as an inheritance to those whom We 
chose from among Our servants... [35:32] Do you see the Quran as your inheritance? How much 
effort do you make to practice the Book Al-Faatir chose to reveal to you? Realize that as a 
Muslim you are blessed with the greatest bounty: BELIEF. If you are weak in practicing Islam 
still realize that you are part of His chosen slaves among His enormous creation and let this 
motivate you to work harder. If you are already steadfast in your religion, keep reminding 
yourself this is from Al-Faatir only. 


3. Seek love and protection at the source. 

The most destructive quest is that for love and protection from the wrong sources. 
How many people have been consumed by their obsessive love for others instead of loving their 
Creator, then were disappointed & broken by their realization the creation could not protect 
them? Al-Faatir is the One who created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them and He is 
the only One who can protect you and love you like no other. Say, “Is it other than Allah I should 
take as a protector, Creator of the heavens and the earth, while it is He who feeds and is not 
fed?” [6:14] So bow to Him and seek Him only in ease and hardship! Like Yusuf (as) beautifully 
supplicated: Creator of the heavens and earth, You are my protector in this world and in the 
Hereafter. Cause me to die a Muslim and join me with the righteous. [12:101] 


4. Call upon Al-Faatir. 

A beautiful way to praise and thank Him is to stick to the adhkaar of the Prophet (sw), for 
example the morning and evening remembrance- a set of supplications to be said after fajr and 
after the ‘asr prayer.* One of them is: 


5 be dy Sh SH YY ay FSH Bales suis Cs ANG cbglatl bli Sap SAN le Al 
phs col) si SI. Vegi (gad pple Ca si81 Sy «4 Eaa Sag MEOE 


O Allah, Knower of the Unseen and the Evident, Maker of the heavens and the earth (faaTiras 


samaawaati wal ardh), Lord of everything and its Possessor, I bear witness that there is none 
worthy of worship but You. I seek refuge in You from the evil of my soul and from the evil of 
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Satan and his helpers. (I seek refuge in You) from bringing evil upon my soul and from harming 
any Muslim. [At-Tirmidhee, Abu Dawood]. Memorize this beautiful du’a, make it part of your 
daily routine and revive the sunnah! 


O Allah, Al-Faatir, we know that You originate, initiate, and create. Make us of the shaakireen 
(thankful ones) and of the ones whose good deeds outweigh the bad deeds. Guide us in seeking 
You only for protection, in directing our love to You first and foremost, and make us call upon 
You with conviction morning and evening, Ameen! 


Al-Hayyee: The All-Modest 


Modesty, as a divine attribute, is a perfect quality befitting none but Him and suits His majesty 
and greatness to the exclusion of all creation. This modesty is in no way similar to modesty 
displayed by any of His creatures, for it denotes His all-encompassing mercy, perfect grace and 
kindness, and great forgiveness and forbearance. 


Al-Hayyee is the One Who loves and inspires modesty and shyness in His slaves and Who 
possesses the perfect modesty, so much so that He feels shy to leave those who ask Him 
empty-handed and doesn’t like to expose the misdeeds of His slaves! SubhanaAlIlah! 


Meaning: Hayyee comes from the root haa-yaa-yaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To live 
2) To greet 
3) To revive, vitalize, & call into being 
4) To be shy or ashamed 


Linguistically, haya refers to the attribute of modesty, shyness, humility, and bashfulness. It is an 
uneasy feeling combined with embarrassment when someone is scared of being exposed for 
some unworthy behavior. In reality, these are among the most beloved characteristics by Allah. 
Having a deep sense of haya is a true blessing. 


Islamically, haya can be of two kinds: 
1) Good haya is to be ashamed to commit a deed which Allah forbade or discouraged . 
2) Bad haya is to feel ashamed to do something that Allah ordered. 


Hayyee refers to the one who owns the perfect modesty and who controls the haya of creation, 
ashamed Himself to leave us empty-handed and so shy that He dislikes exposing the sins of His 
slaves. 


The Prophet (sw) said: “Verily Allah Mighty and Majestic is Haleem (Forebearing), Hayee 


(Shy), Sitteer (Covering). He loves modesty and shyness and covering. Therefore, when any of 
you bathe let him cover himself (i.e. from the sight of people). 
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Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah 
(tradition). The root word appears 184 times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of these 
forms are yuhyee (“grants life”), hayyan (“alive”), and istihyaa’in (“shyness”). 


Evidence: The Prophet (saw) said, “Your Lord is modest and generous and would never turn the 
hands of someone without gain when he raises them to Him [in supplication].” (Reported by At- 
Tirmidhee and Abu Daawood) 


What are the virtues of “Hayyee”? 


1. Allah loves modesty and shyness. The Prophet (sw) said: “Surely Allah (is One who) has 
haya and is the Protector. He loves haya and people who cover each others’ faults.” [Al- 
Bukhaari]. 


2. Haya is the character of Islam. The Prophet (sw) said: “Every Deen has an innate 
character. The character of Islam is modesty.” [Abu Dawood] 


3. Haya brings good to everything in which it’s found. The Prophet (sw) said: “Haya does not 
bring anything except good.” [Al-Bukhaari] 


4. One’s level of haya is an indication of one’s faith, as the Prophet (sw) said: “Faith (imaan) 
consists of more than sixty branches (i.e. parts). And haya is a part of faith.” [Al-Bukhaari] 


5. Haya leads to Jannah! The Prophet (sw) said: “Haya comes from imaan; imaan leads to 
Paradise. Obscenity comes from antipathy; and antipathy leads to the fire.” [Al-Bukhaari] 


How should we live by this name of Allah? 


1. Don't be ashamed to be modest. 

The Prophet (sw) said: “When lewdness is a part of anything, it becomes defective; and 
when haya is a part of anything it becomes beautiful.” [At-Tirmidhee] 

Haya beautifies so it’s not something to be ashamed of. Instead you should be concerned 
if you notice that you do not have much sense of modesty and shame in your relationship 
with others, your way of thinking, your appearance, words, and deeds. 

Narrated Abdullah ibn Umar (ra): The Prophet (sw) passed by a man who was 
admonishing his brother regarding haya and was saying: You are very shy, and I am afraid that 
might harm you. On that, the Prophet (sw) said: Leave him, for haya is (a part) of faith. [Al- 
Bukhaari]. So haya is not just something for women, it’s an attribute men should have too and 
it’s crucial to start cultivating a sense of haya in children! 


2. Strive for haya with Allah. 

The greatest modesty you must have is with Allah, which means you are shy and 
ashamed to do anything He dislikes and when you do so, you rush to repent. It is He who 
showers His blessings upon us, but we often use these very blessings to sin, even though 
modesty is the thing we need most! Know that Allah is Al-Hayy (the Ever-Living) and that every 
thought and act is witnessed by Him. Let this motivate you to increase in haya! Allah says: 
Whatever you (O Muhammad) may be doing, and whatever portion you may be reciting from the 


55 


Quran- and whatever deed you (mankind) may be doing (good or evil), We are Witness thereof, 
when you are doing it . . . [10:61] 


3. Don't be embarrassed to tell the truth. 

Sometimes people are embarrassed to stand up for the truth and to forbid an evil or 
encourage good. You find people shy to defend Islamic concepts, like the hijaab, or even 
embarrassed to pray in their workplace! Haya means you feel most shyness for Allah and never 
let shyness of people stand in the way of the orders of Al-Hayyee. Allah is the Shy One but not 
when it comes to setting forth parables of the truth: Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a 
parable even of a mosquito or so much more when it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it . 
. . [2:26] And: ... Indeed, that [behavior] was troubling the Prophet, and he is shy of [dismissing] 
you. But Allah is not shy of the truth... [33:53] 


4. Ask Al-Hayyee. 

The Prophet (sw) said: “Indeed your Lord — tabaaraka wa ta’ala — is The Shy One, The 
Generous, Allah is Shy from His slave if the slave raises his hands towards Him, that He would 
return them without anything.” [Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah — authenticated by al- 
Albaani] Be amazed and inspired by this beautiful shyness and ask Him for your every need and 
turn to Him in good and bad times! 


5. Revive the concept of gheerah. 

We live in times in which many men and women lost their sense of shame and modesty, 
are obsessed with appearances and attracting attention from non-mahrams and marriage is often 
seen as old-fashioned. Gheerah is an Islamic concept which means protectiveness or (a good 
type of) jealousy. The Prophet (sw) had the most gheerah for his wives and all of the companions 
were known for their gheerah. 

The sahabas were impressed by the strong gheerah of Sa’d ibn ‘Ubaadah (ra), and the 
Prophet (sw) said: “Are you amazed by the gheerah of Sa’d? I have more gheerah than him, and 
Allah has more gheerah than me.” [al-Bukhaari, Muslim] 


There are three at whom Allah will not look at (with Mercy) on the day of Resurrection: 

1) the one who disobeys his parents, 

2) the woman who imitates men, 

3) the duyooth (a man who has no protective jealousy towards his womenfolk). [Saheeh Al- 
Jaami’ As-Sagheer] 


6. Take concealing your ‘awrah seriously. 

7awrah (parts of the body which cannot be seen by non-mahrams) of both men and 
women, so you can conceal them. 

Allah says: Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their 
modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: and Allah is well acquainted with all that 
they do. And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their 
modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) 
appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty. 
[30-31] 
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O Allah, Al-Hayyee, we know that You are the One who is shy and who possesses perfect 
modesty. Adorn us with a strong sense of haya and guide us in being modest towards the creation 
and in our relationship with You. Aid us to never being embarrassed in standing up for Your 
Deen and make our sense of shame a way to enter Your Paradise, ameen! 


Al-Hayy: The Ever-Living * Ever-Lasting 


Al-Hayy is the One who is everlasting and undying, the One from whom all life arises. Al-Hayy 
is the One who was, is, and will always be alive! 


Meaning: Hayy comes from the root haa-yaa-yaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To live. 
2) To become apparent or distinct. 
3) To revive, vitalize and call into being. 
4) To be sound, or whole. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Hayy on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 184 
times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yuhyee (“grants life”), 
hayyan (“alive”) and al hayaatu (” the life”). 


Al-Hayy is the One who has a continuous life with no beginning or end. His Life and all His 
Attributes are perfect. His life is self-sustaining and has no external source, whereas our lives 
have been granted to us by the Creator. Al-Hayy is the One who calls all life into being and He is 
the source to which life will return! 


Al-Hayy Himself says: ...And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Sustainer 
of existence. And he will have failed who carries injustice [20:111] And rely upon the Ever- 
Living who does not die...[25:58] He is the Ever-Living; there is no deity except Him, so call 
upon Him, [being] sincere to Him in religion. [40:65] 


Al-Hayyu is most often combined with the Name Al-Qayyoom, the Sustainer. This is a beautiful 
combination of the perfection of Allah’s Attributes and His Actions. Al-Hayyu means the One 
who possesses the perfect living and so all His attributes are perfect: His hearing, His sight, His 
Beauty etc. Man’s life is imperfect from all sides: our hearing, sight, speech and actions are all 
imperfect. All the attributes of Allah are perfect, because any deficiency in attributes would come 
from weakness of life and His life is perfect! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Rely upon the Ever-Living. 

And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die, and exalt with His praise... [25:58] 
Each source of our problems and distress lies in this world, whether it is money, family etc and 
these will all perish one day. This ayah gives us a beautiful reflection: while you put your trust in 
Allah, really realize how great the One is in who you trust. Use your imagination, go back in 
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time for 100 years, 1000 years, a million or a billion years and Allah was alive. In the same way 
think about the future, so feel the glory that belongs to Him. 


2. Motivate yourself to do good. 

The ayah continues: And sufficient is He to be, with the sins of His servants, Acquainted. 
[25:58] As you leave all your matters to Al-Hayy, realizing His greatness and express this 
awareness by tasbeeh (saying subhanallah) coming from your lips, also take action with your 
limbs. Let Al-Hayy motivate you to do good deeds. Whereas people have not been with you all 
of your life, being able to see and hear all your bad deeds, Al-Hayy was, is and will be there with 
His perfect hearing and seeing which are part of His perfect life! 


3. Recite Ayatul Kursi after each prayer and before going to sleep. 

In this greatest ayah of the Quran the Name Al-Hayy is mentioned and many virtues are 
narrated about ayatul Kursi. In each sentence one or two attributes of Allah are mentioned: every 
time you recite this ayah reflect on the Attributes of Allah and how they all emerge from His 
perfect Life: He is Al-Hayy! 


4. Ask Al-Hayy. 
When the Prophet (saw) was faced with a serious difficulty, he would say: Yaa Hayyu, 
Yaa Qayyum (O Ever-Living One, O Self-Existing One)! By Your mercy I seek help: 


5. Be comforted by Al-Hayy. 

Be comforted by Al-Hayy and turn only to Him when you lose things around you and 
know that He will always be there. When you are treated unjustly and see injustice around you, 
do your best to help according to the laws of Al-Hayy but also know that the injustice of every 
single person will be a cause of failure in the Hereafter. So guard for injustice from your own 
hands as well! And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence. 
And he will have failed who carries injustice. [Quran, 20:111] 


6. Turn to Al-Hayy for daily-life guidance. 

The Prophet (saw) once mentioned to Faatimah (ra) to recite the following supplication 
morning and evening: Yaa Hayyu yaa qayyoom bi-rahmatika astagheeth, aslih lee shaa-nee 
kullahu, wa laa takilnee ilaa nafsee tarfata ‘ayn — O Ever-Living One, O Self-Existing One, I 
seek assistance through the means of your mercy, correct for me all my affairs and do not entrust 
me to my nafs (myself) for the moment of a blink of an eye [An-Nasa’i] If Al-Hayy left you to 
yourself for a split-second, you would perish! 


O Allah, Al-Hayy, we know that You are the One who is everlasting and perfectly alive. Bless us 
with reliance on You, make us realize Your Perfection of Life and all Your attributes and guide us 
to live by them. Make our life a source of good and give us a good end of life, inspire us to turn 
to You only and grant to us eternal life in the Gardens of Jannatul Firdaws, Ameen! 
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Al-OQayoom: The Sustainer, The Self-Subsistin 





Al-Qayoom is the One who is self-existing while every being exists through Him and because of 
Him. He is completely free of any dependence on anything else, while the whole creation 
depends entirely on Him! 


Meaning: Qayoom comes from the root Qaaf-Waw-Meem, which points to five main meanings. 
1) To stand or to rise up. 
2) To be or begin. 
3) To be ongoing and to exist. 
4) To be founded or to be built on. 
5) To manage and to make right. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Qayyoom on three occasions in the Quran. This root 
appears 660 times in the Quran in 22 derived forms. Examples of these forms are gaamoo (“they 
stand”), ageemoo (“establish”), istagaamoo (“remain firm”), al gawma (” the people”) and al 
giyaamah (“the Resurrection”). 


Al-Qayyoom comes always in combination with the beautiful name Al-Hayyu referring to the 
attribute of everlasting life and Al-Qayyoom signifying the attribute of self-existing life. Al- 
Qayyoom is the One who established Himself on His own and is the foundation upon which all 
things exist. He is the One who sustains and manages the complete creation and at the same time 
is without any need of any type of sustenance Himself! 


Al-Qayyoom Himself says: . . . Allah — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the 
Sustainer of [all] existence [2:255] And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the 
Sustainer of existence. And he will have failed who carries injustice [20:111] 


Al-Qayyoom is among the greatest of the names of Allah and its origin is the word al-qiyaam. 
From this root a few of the most important concepts of Islam evolve. The igaamah, is the call 
just before the obligatory prayer is established. In our prayer we recite the Quran in the standing 
position (giyaam); we do not recite Quran in the sitting position, nor during our ruku (bowing), 
nor during our prostration. Great importance has the night prayer for the believer, which is 
referred to as giyaam ul layl. True believers are adorned with istagaamah (to remain firm) on the 
straight path of Islam (siraatul mustageem) and ultimately we will all be brought in front of Al- 
Qayyoom on the Day of Standing, Yawm ul Qiyaamah. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Establish salah. 

Aqeemoo as-salah! Al-Qayyoom instructs you many times in the Quran to establish the 
prayer. But do you really establish your salah in your daily life, or do you fit your prayers around 
your daily routine? One of the sahaabah asked: “What is the thing that Allah loves most?” The 
Prophet said: “The thing that Allah loves most is when His people pray salah on time.” [AI- 
Bukharee] Fit your daily activities around your salah and not your salah around your daily 
activities. Focus on praying your salah on time for a week and see the difference in your emaan! 
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2. Recite surah Al-Ikhlaas often. 

This surah contains a beautiful description of Allah, His Oneness and His self-existing 
and sustaining attributes . The Prophet (sw) heard a man reciting ‘Qul huwa Allaahu ahad,’ and 
said, “It is his right.” They asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is his right?’ He (sw) said, 
‘Paradise is his right.’ [ Ahmad] He (sw) also said: ‘Whoever recites Qul huwa Allaahu ahad 
ten times, Allah will build for him a house in Paradise.” [Saheeh al-Jaami’ al-Sagheer] So 
recite it whenever you have a spare moment, fill it with recitation of surah al-Ikhlaas! 


3. Help sustain the needy. 
The Prophet (sw) said: Zf you love the poor and bring them near you . . . Allah will bring 
you near Him on the Day of Resurrection. [At-Tirmidhi] 


4. Humble yourself. 

We have no reason to ever be arrogant, and this name should humble us. When you were 
born, your parents needed to do everything for you; you could not even sit by yourself. As you 
grow, developing your intellect and body, you become less dependent on your parents. Then your 
body and mind start decreasing in strength, and you go back to the beginning where others need 
to take care of you again. Even when you feel strong, still remember you are completely 
dependent on Al-Qayoom. 


5. Help in the cause of Islam. 

Even though Al-Qayoom does not need any of us, nor does He need food, drink or sleep, 
He made you a beautiful promise in the Quran: O you who believe! If you “help Allah,” He will 
help you. [47:7] This means you should do your best to help in the cause of Allah’s Deen, for 
Al-Qayoom is the One Who is in full charge of all things. Ask Him to make you of those who 
help the Deen by spreading the message of the Quran, teaching and helping others. 


6. Think about the Day of Standing. 

The Prophet (sw) said, You will surely stand before Allah, no screen between Him and 
you, no interpreter to translate for you. Then He will say, ‘Did I not bring you wealth?’ He will 
say, ‘Yes.’ Then He will say, ‘Did I not send you a Messenger?’ He will say, ‘Yes.’ Then he will 
look to his right and left and see nothing but Hell. So protect yourselves from it even with half a 
date (in charity), and if not then with a kind word. [Al-Bukharee] Daily remind yourself about 
this moment and make sure you do a deed of charity each day, even if it’s a kind word to 
someone! 


7. Stand in the night. 

The best prayer after the obligatory ones is the night prayer [Muslim]. Abu 
Sulaimaan Ad-Daaraanie said, “Those who pray in the night & enjoy when they are observing 
their night prayer more than what the people used to enjoy from their pastime. If not because of 
the night, I would not have loved to remain in this world.” When Umar (ra) was dying, he said I 
do not grieve on anything of this life except the night prayer. Some people think only those who 
have strong iman can pray and they are not good enough, but in fact qiyaam ul layl is the 
opportunity for those who feel far away from Allah to become closer to Him, so go for it and 
motivate others to gain extra reward! 
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O Allah, Al-Qayyoom, we know that You are the One who is self-existing and sustaining all. 
Bless us with humility in our worship and dealing with others and make us of those who help the 
needy and strive in the cause of Islam. Guide us in truly establishing namaz in our daily lives, 
enable us to practice giyaam ul layl, often make us remember standing before You and give us a 
longing to meet You and actions that bring us closer to You, ameen! 


Al-Jaami’: The Gatherer, the Uniter 





Al-Jaami’ is the One who gathers, reconciles, assembles, and unites. He is the One who brought 
the whole universe together, who reconciles hearts, who connects opposites and that which is 
similar, and who will gather all to stand before Him! 


Meaning: Jaami’ comes from the root Jeem-Meem-‘Ayn, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To gather or to bring together, accumulate, or congregate. 
2) To connect, combine, or unite. 
3) To reconcile or resolve. 
4) To arrange, assemble, or compose. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Jaami’ on 2 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 129 
times in the Quran in 11 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yajma’oona (they 
accumulate), ajma’eena or jamee’an (all together), al-jam’aani (the two forces, the two hosts) 
and jama’oo (gathered). 


Linguistically, the concept of jam refers to both physical gathering and union, such as yawm ul- 
jumu’ah ( the day people gather) and ‘ijmaa (scholarly consensus) as spiritual reconciliation, 
such as bringing the hearts people together after enmity. 


Al-Jaami’ is the One who makes substances in the bodies work together, who gathers all different 
creatures living side by side in the world and so will disassemble us and compose us again when 
He gathers us on the Day of Judgment! 


Al-Jaami’ Himself says: Our Lord, surely You will gather the people for a Day about which there 
is no doubt. Indeed, Allah does not fail in His promise [Quran, 3:9] ...Indeed, you would then be 
like them. Indeed Allah will gather the hypocrites and disbelievers in Hell all together. [Quran, 
4:140] 


Friday, or the day of Al-Jumu’ah, is a blessing Allah granted the believers. The Prophet (sw) 
said: Allah sent astray those who had come before us from Al-Jumu’ah (The Day of Gathering/ 
Friday). So the Jews were guided to yawmus-Sabt (Saturday), and the Christians were guided to 
yawmul-Ahad (Sunday). So Allah presented to us, therefore guided us to Al-Jumu’ah. 
Furthermore, they will follow us on yawmul-Qiyaamah (The Day of Standing and Reckoning). 
We are last from amongst Ahlud-Dunyaa -the people of this life- and first on yawmul-Qiyaamah. 
[Muslim] 
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The Day of Resurrection is also known as the Day of Gathering, because on that Day Allah will 
gather His slaves for their final Judgments; this is the great gathering. Allah tells us about Yawm 
ul-Jam’i (the Day of Assembly): The Day He will assemble you for the Day of Assembly — that 
is the Day of Deprivation. And whoever believes in Allah and does righteousness — He will 
remove from him his misdeeds and admit him to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein 
they will abide forever. That is the great attainment. [Quran, 64:9] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Remember the Day of Gathering. 

Allah- there is no deity except Him. He will surely assemble you for [account on] the 
Day of Resurrection, about which there is no doubt. And who is more truthful than Allah in 
statement. [Quran, 4:87] Reflect on the greatness of Allah who is able to bring all of mankind, 
from the old ages to the last of times, together in one place. Every day think about your standing 
in front of Him, Al-Jaami’. 


2. Strive for the shade of Al-Jaami’. 

Couple your knowledge and remembrance of the Day of Judgment with action. The 
Prophet (sw) said: There are seven whom Allah will shade in His Shade on the Day when there is 
no Shade except His Shade: a just ruler; a youth who grew up in the worship of Allah, the Mighty 
and Majestic; a man whose heart is attached to the mosques; two men who love each other for 
Allah’s sake, meeting for that and parting upon that; a man who is called by a woman of beauty 
and position [for illegal intercourse], but he says: ‘I fear Allah’, aman who gives in charity and 
hides it, such that his left hand does not know what his right hand gives in charity; and aman 
who remembered Allah in private and so his eyes shed tears {|Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim] 

Study each type carefully and strive to practice (elements of) each in your daily life: 
—connect with and look after your local mosque 

—come together with people for the sake of Allah 

— give secret sadaqah 

—cry out of love and fear for Him when you are alone 


3. Observe the etiquettes of Friday. 

Which role does yawm ul-Jumuah play in your life? Study the virtues of Friday and 
practice the sunan on this blessed day so you can be immensely rewarded: 
— Read Surah Al-Kahf 

*Whoever recites Surah al-Kahf on Jumu’ah will have illumination from the light from 
one Jumu’ah to the next [Al-Haakim] 
— Perform ghusl 

*Whoever makes his wife do ghusl and does ghusl himself on Friday and goes out early, 
walking not riding, and comes close to the imaam and listens [to the sermon] without 
interrupting, will have for each step he takes a reward equal to that of fasting and praying at 
night for one year. [Ahmad, at-Tirmidhee] 

*In another narration the use of perfume is mentioned, in addition to above sunan and the 
reward is mentioned as: his sins in-between the present and the last Friday would be forgiven. 
[Al-Bukaaree] 
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—Go early for khutbah, listen to the sermon (khutbah), and pray the Jumu’ah prayer 


—Supplicate to Allah as much as possible, esp. the last hour after ‘Asr 
* Seek the hour in which there is hope that prayers will be answered, on Friday after Asr 
prayer, until the sun goes down [At-Tirmidhee] 


—Send peace and blessings (Darood Sharif) on Rasool (sw) abundantly 

* The rewards of the sunnah of Friday are mentioned in different narrations. The Prophet 
(sw) said: “The best of days is Friday; so increase in conveying peace and blessings on me (sw) 
that day, for your blessings will be submitted to me.” [Abu Dawood, An-Nasaa’i, Ibn Majah] 


4. Bring people together. 

Apart from bringing together your knowledge with action and your personal acts of 
worship like salah, Al-Jaami’ rewards you for your acts of helping creation and bringing people 
together. For example, pray in congregation, but also try to reconcile two parties in conflict and 
bring people together by sharing your dinner. Remember, unity doesn’t mean there are no 
differences in opinions, strategies, and backgrounds; it means you should be united through a 
bigger picture, seeing the Quran and Sunnah as the rope you are holding on to together. As Al- 
Jaami’ says: And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute and lose courage and your 
strength would depart; and be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient. [Quran, 8:46] 


O Allah, Al-Jaami’, we know that You bring together and gather all things. Make us reflect on the 
ways You brought to us and the rest of creation together and aid us to observe the sunan of yawm 
ul-Jumuah. Make us of those who join and stay with the jama’a (congregation), bring others 
together for good, and open our hearts to remember the Day of Gathering often and strive for 
Your shade, ameen! 


Al-Baatin: The Hidden, Knower 


Al-Baatin is the One who is concealed and veiled from the creation’s perception. He is unseen in 
this world, yet His existence is apparent through His signs in the creation of which He knows all 
inner circumstances! 


Meaning: Baatin comes from the root Baa-Taa-Naa which points to two main meanings. 
1) To be concealed and lie hidden. 
2) To be inside and penetrate into. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Baatin once in the Quran. This root appears 25 times in the 
Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are batana (“is concealed”), butooni (“the 
wombs”), al butoona (“the bellies”) and baatinuhoo (“its interior”). 


Linguistically, zhaahir and baatin are opposites where zhaahir refers to that which is manifest & 
apparent and baatin that which is inward & concealed. In Arabic, butn refers to the belly or 
womb, which is concealed inside the human body. 
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Both these opposites are united in the perfect Attributes of Allah, who is both Azh-Zhaahir and 
Al-Baatin. He is the Manifest, everything becomes manifest through Him only and through His 
signs we know Him, yet we cannot perceive Him in this world. 


Al-Baatin Himself says: . . . He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He 
is, of all things, Knowing. [Quran, 57:3] 


The biggest blessing in the Akhirah for the believers is when they are granted the ability to see 
Allah! “Some faces that Day shall be radiant. Looking at their Lord” (Quran, 75:22-23] 


Al-Baatin says: When Musa (as) came at Our appointed time and his Lord spoke to him, he said, 
‘My Lord, show (Yourself) to me that I may look at You.’ He said: ‘You shall never see Me. But 
look at the mount. If it stays at its place, you will see Me.’ So when his Lord appeared to the 
Mount, it smashed, and Musa fell down unconscious. [Quran, 7: 143] In this ayah we find the 
proof that Allah cannot be seen in this world. 


In earlier Scriptures, it was reported that Allah said to Musa, “O Musa! No living soul sees Me, 
but will perish, and no solid but will be demolished.” [Tafseer ibn Katheer] 


Explanation: Allah said that when Musa (as) came for His appointment and spoke to Him 
directly, he asked to see Him. Allah said: “Lan taraanee" (“You cannot see Me”). The word 
“Lan” ( You cannot’ or ‘By no means’) indicates that seeing Allah will never occur — basically 
it was not possible to view Allah with his mortal eyes. We cannot perceive things that are 
hidden and we also are not able to view extremely bright images with our naked eye. However, 
we know through His actions, His signs in and around us, and through His Revelation that Al- 
Baatin is there and this way we have little knowledge of what He is like. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Seek comfort in Al-Baatin. 

Whenever you feel alone, scared and distressed know that Allah is the Knower of all 
hidden things, including your thoughts and inner states. He is the only One who truly knows you, 
so talk to Him in prayer and supplication, ask Him to help you and mend you and take comfort in 
the fact He is Unseen yet the One who knows you best. 


2. Be true inward and outward. 

In surah Al-Hadeed, Allah uses the word baatinuhoo, while describing the wall with a 
door that will be placed between the believers and hypocrites in the Hereafter, which interior 
contains mercy for the believers and zhaahiruhoo (its outside) is torment. And a wall will be 
placed between them with a door, its interior containing mercy, but on the outside of it is 
torment. The hypocrites will call to the believers, “Were we not with you?” (Quran, 57:13:14] 

How come these people were locked out? What was their crime? They will say, “Yes, but 
you afflicted yourselves and awaited [misfortune for us] and doubted, and wishful thinking 
deluded you until there came the command of Allah. And the ‘Deceiver’ (shaytan) deceived you 
concerning Allah. [Quran, 57:14] These people pretended to be with those who truly believed 
and prayed with them, but they indulged themselves in all types of temptations, they had doubts 
about Allah’s power and they thought easy of their sins until death came to them. This is how 
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shaytan deceived them. The meaning here is that the believers will answer the hypocrites by 
saying, “You were with us in bodies which were heartless and devoid of intentions. You were 
cast in doubt and suspicion. You were showing off for people and remembered Allah very 
little.” [Tafseer ibn Katheer] 


LESSON: Learn from this and carefully look at your intentions, beware of showing off and 
remember Allah in words and deeds so you will be of those on the right side of the wall, in 
Paradise! 


3. Remember Al-Baatin through His signs. 

Even though you cannot perceive Allah, you can remember Him and increase your love 
for Him by reflecting on the things He created in and around you. Jareer Bin Abdullah al-Bajali 
said: “We were with the Prophet (sw) on a full moon night. He looked at the moon and said, You 
will certainly see your Lord as you see this moon, and there will be no trouble in seeing 
Him.” [Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim] Next time you see the full moon, feel the desire and think about 
the moment you will be able to see Al-Baatin InshaAllah. This way reflecting on the creation will 
be a great iman-booster! 


4. Hide your sins. 

The Prophet (sw) said: All of my ummah will be forgiven except those who sin openly. It 
is a part of sinning openly when a man does something at night, then the following morning 
when Allah has concealed his sin, he says, ‘O so and so, I did such and such last night,’ when all 
night his Lord has concealed him and the next morning he uncovers what Allah had concealed. 
[Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim] 


LESSON: Never ‘boast’ about your bad deeds to your friends, nor try to expose the bad 
deeds of other people who did not sin openly and tried to conceal them! 

O Allah, Al-Baatin, we know that You are the Hidden and Knower of all that is hidden. Help us 
to purify our intentions, protect us from hypocrisy and make both our inward and outward 
pleasing to You. Aid us in reflecting Your revelations and signs You placed around us, conceal 
our sins and protect us from exposing our sins. Make us of those able to see You in Paradise each 
day, Ameen! 


Al-Waarith: The Inheriter, the Heir 


Al-Waarith is the One who remains after the extinction of everyone and everything. He is the 
only One to whom all will return; He is the sole inheritor & owner of the whole creation! 


Meaning: Waarith comes from the root Waaw-Raa-Thaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To inherit. 
2) To be an heir or survivor. 
3) To be the owner or maintainer after one has passed. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Waarith on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 35 
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times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are narithu (“we will inherit”), 
meeraathu (“(the) heritage”), and al waaritheena (“the inheritors”). 


Linguistically, waratha refers to the action of inheriting whereas waarith is the one doing the 
action, the inheritor and al-meeraath is the in heritage. Even though there is the concept of heirs 
and inheritance of worldly possessions in this world, Al-Waarith is the supreme Heir to whom 
the heritage of the heavens and earth belongs. 


Al-Waarith Himself says: . . . And indeed, it is We who give life and cause death, and We are the 
Inheritor (Quran, 15:23] ...And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth. And 
Allah, with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted. [Quran, 3:180] 


Al-Waarith says: It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have 
decreed a matter that they should have any opinion in their decision. And whoever disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger, has indeed strayed into a plain error. [Quran, 33:36] As believers we 
find guidance regarding the Islamic rulings on inheritance in detail in the Quran. The law of 
inheritance has been given in the Quran in Surah An-Nisaa [11-12, 176] and it is part of faith to 
refer to these at all times. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Know that you will return to Al-Waarith. 

Don’t stick to worldly possessions and don’t let them distract you from obedience to 
the One to whom both your possessions, yourself and your actions, will return. Don’t look for 
success in wealth and status, big cars and houses, if it compromises your relationship with Allah 
even though society pushes through this concept of “success.” Raise your children in putting Al- 
Waarith first in their actions and remind yourself often that very soon you will return to Him and 
you won’t be able to take any of your possessions in this world. 


2. Say inna lillaahi wa inna ilayhi raji’oon. 

Al-Waarith says: Who, when disaster strikes them, say, ‘Indeed we belong to Allah, and 
indeed to Him we will return.’ (Quran, 2:156] — Saying inna lillaahi wa inna lillaahi raji’oon 
not only when someone passes away, but whenever a disaster or trial hits you, even if it is the 
loss of an object. Revive the sunnah and use this dhikr in times of loss! 


3. Reflect on the ownership of Al-Waarith. 

Take a look around you; everything you see—and don’t see—belongs to Allah. He gave 
you all the possessions you have— your car, your house, your children, your health, and even 
your time. Al-Waarith says: The kingdom of the heavens and the earth and everything in them 
belongs to Allah. He has power over all things. [Quran, 5:120] Realize Al-Waarith owns 
everything, nothing belongs to you, not even your own soul, and praise Him and ask Him for 
guidance to use your “possessions” to gain His pleasure. When you lose something or 
someone console yourself with the fact it was Allah’s to begin with. 


4. Follow the rulings on inheritance of the Quran and sunnah. 


The rulings and laws regarding inheritance in Islam are laid out in the Quran and 
demonstrated in the sunnah; refer to them in any situation, whether it brings you worldly benefit 
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or not. Some of us follow their own rules of inheritance to gain more financial benefit, this is a 
grave sin and disobedience to Al-Waarith. So ask Him to guide you to stick to His rulings at all 
times! 


5. Ask Al-Waarith. 
The Messenger of Allah (sw) used to say: 


A Ki PE [ cee o- o KANT 
5 
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Si die JAG piles be ole ail gis 
“O Allaah, make my hearing and my sight strong, and make them my heirs (i.e. keep them 
strong until I die), and support me against the one who has wronged me, and avenge 
me.” [Al-Bukhaari] Use this supplication in your daily life! 


In the Quran you can find supplications in which waaritheen (inheritors) is used: 
And place me among the inheritors of the Garden of Pleasure. [Quran, 26:85] 
GEIBS ois eE ELS: 


And [mention] Zechariah, when he called to his Lord, “My Lord, do not leave me alone [with no 
heir], while you are the best of inheritors. [Quran, 21:89] 


O Allah, Al-Waarith, we know that You are the Inheritor of the heavens and earth. Aid us in using 
our worldly possessions to gain Your pleasure, guide us in remembering frequently that we will 
return to You and make us act upon this knowledge. Help us to abide by Your laws and make us 
of those that will inherit the highest rank of Jannah, ameen! 


Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam: Owner of Majesty & Generosity 


Allah is the one who owns each attribute and manner of glory, majesty, superiority, generosity, 
and honor. Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam is the source of great splendor and abundance! Allah calls 
Himself Dhul-Jalaali wal-I[kraam on two occasions in the Quran. 


Meaning: Jalaal comes from the root jeem-laam-laam, which points out to three main 
meanings. 

1) To be glorious, majestic and sublime. 

2) To be high, lofty & independent. 

3) To be supremely great. 
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Occurrence: This root appears twice in the Quran in one form; as the noun jalaal. An example 
is al-jalaali (of Majesty). 


Ikraam, kareem and akram come from the root kaaf-raa-meem, which points out to four main 
meanings: 

1) To be generous, giving, and beneficent. 

2) To be highly esteemed, honored & valued. 

3) To be precious, valuable & rare. 

4) To be bountiful & productive. 


Occurrence: This root appears 47 times in the Quran in eight derived forms. Examples of these 
forms are al-akram (“the Most Generous”), kareemun (“noble”), kiraaman (“dignified ones”) 
and al-ikraam (“and Honor”). 


Linguistically, dhu or thoo is a demonstrative pronoun and literally means with, in, on, or of in 

the Arabic language. In Dhul-Jalaal, dhu refers to Allah being complete Possessor, Owner and 

Lord of al-Jalaal (Majesty and Glory). Wal-Ikraam means wa (and) al-Ikraam (Generosity and 
Bounty). Kareem is an adjective while ikraam is a verbal noun. 


Allah is the Lord of these two beautiful Attributes. Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam is the One who is 
most precious and honored, He is the Majestic and Glorious Lord, Owner and Source of all 
generosity, blessings and bounties! 


Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam Himself says: Blessed is the name of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and 
Honor (Quran, 55:78] 


In Surah Ar-Rahman, Allah tells us about the moment everything and everyone on earth will 
perish and only His honorable Face will remain, because He is the Ever-Living and will never 
die. Allah describes His Face here as being Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. Ash-Sha‘bi said, “When 
you have recited, Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. Do not stop, continue reading. And 
there will remain the Face of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.” (Quran, 57:24-25] Ibn 
~Abbas commented on the meaning of Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam, by saying, “Owner of greatness 
and pride.” Both of these statements can be found in tafseer Ibn Katheer. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Seek the Face of Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. 

Allah describes His Noble Face as being Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam; only He is worthy of 
being revered and obeyed. Make it a mission to seek His Face in everything you do. And keep 
yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and afternoon, seeking His Face 
[Quran, 18:28] E.g if you do something for someone else or give someone something, you don’t 
do it for their praise or recognition, but only to please Allah. As He said about those giving 
charity: We feed you seeking Allah’s Face only (Quran, 76:9] You can test yourself by seeing how 
you feel when someone doesn’t show gratefulness or doesn’t recognize what you did for them: 
do you feel angry and upset? Then you might have to remind yourself to do it for His Face only. 
He records each deed, no matter if people thank you or not. 
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2. Remember Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam after each prayer. 

Follow a sunnah and get rewarded immensely by using below dhikr after salah. A’isha 
(ra) said, “When the Messenger of Allah (sw) would (say the) Salam (completing prayer), he 
would only sit as long as it takes him to say, 


al SP IIS ES CE SENS GCN 7 ag! 
Allahumma antas-salaam wa minkas-salaam, tabaarakta yaa Dhal-Jalaali wal-Ikraam (O 


Allah! You are As-Salam, and peace comes from You. Blessed be You Yaa Dhal-Jalaali wal- 
Ikraam) [Muslim] 


3. Be generous. 

Let Allah being the Lord of generosity be an inspiration for you to be kareem (generous) 
to others as the Prophet (sw) said: The generous one is close to Allah, close to people, far from 
the fire... [At-Tirmidhee] 


4. Recognize the Source. 

When you receive gifts from people or someone benefits you by giving support or help, 
know that the Source of these bounties is Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. So when a gift or benefit 
arrives to you, make sure the first thing you do is saying ‘alhamdulillah’ and honor the true 
Giver from whom all blessings come. Then, thank the person for example by supplicating for 
them by saying JazaakAllahu Khayr (may Allah reward you with good) or BaraakAllahu 
Feek (may Allah bless you). 


5. Ask Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. 

The Prophet (sw) encouraged you to call upon Allah in an effective manner by using His 
most Beautiful Names. When you start your du’a with this Name, remember that Dhu changes 
into Dha, e.g. Yaa Dhal-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. The Prophet (sw) said: Persist (in invoking Allah) 
with, “Yaa Dhal-Jalaali wal-Ikraam [Ahmad, An-Nasaa’i] So when you make a dua’, you can 
say: “Yaa Dhal-Jalaali wal-Ikraam... [ your request]...” 


O Allah, Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikram, we know that You are the Lord of all majesty and bounty. Aid 
us to seek Your Honorable Face only in our intentions, words and deeds. Help us to put 
obedience to You above everything else in our daily life and make us generous to others. Bless us 
with being able to see Your Countenance in the Hereafter, Ameen! 


Al-Wahhaab: The Giver of gifts 


He is the All-Giver who bestows gifts, favors, and blessings upon the whole creation. Al- 
Wahhaab gives gifts constantly, generously, endlessly, and without expecting anything in return! 


Meaning: Wahhaab comes from the root waw-haa-baa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To give for no compensation, to offer as a present, or to bestow. 
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2) To grant or endow. 
3) To cause something to be. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Wahhaab three times in the Quran. This root appears 25 
times in the Quran in two derived forms. Examples of these forms are: hab (“grant”) and yahabu 
(“he grants”). 


Linguistically, wahhaab has the structure of intensification and is the intense form of Al-Wahib, 
the giver. The word hiba means gift. Al-Wahhaab is the source of all gifts, bestowing favors 
with the most detailed wisdom. His gifts come in the form of moments you experience, 
scenes you see, things you hear, and as material blessings. 


Al-Wahhaab Himself says: Or do they have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the 
Exalted in Might, the Bestower? [38:9] He said, My Lord, forgive me and grant me a kingdom 
such as will not belong to anyone after me. Indeed, You are the Bestower. [38:35] 


Rizq (provision) is something that’s written for you, but you have to work for it; it depends in 
part on your efforts. A gift (hiba) isn’t something directly related to your efforts. A person you 
missed suddenly calling you or getting something just at the right moment are gifts. Sometimes 
you give gifts to someone you love and sometimes you give gifts to draw someone closer to you. 
What does it mean when Al-Wahhaab gives you a gift? It might mean that He gives you a gift so 
that you can come closer to Him, even though you were going astray. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Remember Al-Wahhaab. 

When someone gives you a gift, you thank him or her. So what about the Giver of all 
gifts? The difference between a believer and disbeliever is that the latter lives with the gifts of 
Allah but doesn’t remember Him, while a true believer knows the Giver through the gifts. 
Always be thankful to your Maker for everything you get. If you contemplate the universe you 
get to know Allah; if you realize His gifts, your heart will melt out of love for Him. 


2. Bea true giver. 

Al-Ghazali said: Whoever bestows gifts with an eye to some interest to be realized by it 
sooner or later, either appreciation, affection or release from blame, or acquiring distinction of 
mention— he is neither a giver nor generous, but rather engaged in transaction and 
recompense... But the one who sacrifices all he owns, even his life, for the sake of Allah alone— 
such a one is worthy of being named giver and generous. Make your way of giving an act of 
‘ibaadah (worship). How? Give gifts or favors for the sake of Allah and not to get something in 
return. 


3. Use the gifts of Al-Wahhaab in the right way. 

Thank Al-Wahhaab by using His gifts to please Him. An example is the mobile phone; 
Al-Wahhaab gave you this technology, so use it for sharing knowledge and not for wasting time. 
If He gives you a nice afternoon with friends, don’t use it for backbiting or spending time in 
places of immoral behavior. 
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4. Learn from the love of the companions. 

Ja’far’s right hand, may Allah be pleased with him, was chopped off in battle, so he held 
the Islamic flag with his left hand. Another blow chopped off his left hand, so he held the flag up 
with his upper arms and held it there until he died. What love could drive him to sacrifice his 
life? Read about and learn from this and other great role models and sacrifice for Al-Wahhaab 
out of deep love. 


5. Ask al-Wahhaab. 

Amazingly, using this ism (name), there are more than one Quranic invocations; you will 
find the prophets, peace upon them, asking Al-Wahhaab for mercy, offspring, etc, ending with 
innaka anta al-Wahhaab- verily You are Al-Wahhaab. Look for these ayahs, memorize them, and 
use them in your daily life. 


5. Don't praise yourself. 

Sometimes we say, I got married, worked hard, and got a beautiful house. Or we say, I 
gave my child a good upbringing, that’s why he is so good-mannered— I made my son like that! 
Don’t forget it was Al-Wahhaab who bestowed these favors on you. Your child is given to you as 
a gift from Al-Wahhaab. And We granted him (Abraham) Isaac and Jacob, each of whom did We 
guide; and before him, We did guide Noah, and among his progeny, David, Solomon, Job, 
Joseph, Moses and Aaron. Thus do We reward the good-doers. [6:84] 


6. Ponder what Al-Wahhaab has given you. 

First of all, He gave you your existence. Then think of the greatest gift Al-Wahhaab gave 
you: guidance. Think about water, which is scentless and colorless. Imagine if water were sticky 
— how could you wash yourself? Look at your memory and how Allah gave foods a nice smell. 
All of these are gifts of Al-Wahhaab; ponder them. 


7. Give gifts to others. 

The Prophet (sw) said, “Give gifts, for this will increase your mutual love’ [Muslim]. No 
human being gives anything for nothing, even if it’s that we give to gain the reward of Allah 
‘azza wa jall by it. The only One Who gives asking for nothing in return is Al-Wahhaab. If a 
human being gives you a gift, it is Al-Wahhaab who inspired him to give you what he has given 
you! So first thank Allah for inspiring people to help you, and then be grateful to the people 
by doing a favor for them, or, if you can’t, by saying jazakAllahu khayran or barakAllahu 
feek. 


O Allah, Al-Wahhaab, we know You are the Giver of all gifts. Make us of those who are grateful 
for Your gifts and use them to please You, and adorn us with love for You. Make us ponder Your 
gifts, inspire us to give gifts to others, and give us from Your mercy that overwhelms us in this 
present world and the world to come. Verily, You are the best giver of gifts, ameen! 
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As-Salam: The Giver and Source of Peace 


He is the One who is the source of all peace and safety. As-Salaam is perfect and whole and He 
is the only one who can bestow safety and security as well as inner peace! 


Meaning: Salaam comes from the root Seen-Laam-Meem, which points to three main 
meanings. 

1) To be peaceful, content, and tranquil. 

2) To be free from imperfections. 

3) To be safe, secure, and well. 


Allah calls Himself As-Salaam on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 140 times in the 
Quran in 16 derived forms. Examples of these forms are aslama (“submits”), salaamun 
(“peace”), saleemin (“sound”), al-islaami (“Islam”) and al-muslimeen (“the Muslims”). 


Linguistically, salaam and salaamah mean immunity or to be free of something; another opinion 
is it means wellbeing and to be safe. Allah As-Salaam is the One who is free from all 
imperfections. He is perfect in essence and in all His attributes and actions. He is the Perfection. 
As-Salaam is safe from all deficiencies and His creation is safe from any injustice on His Part. 


The root salama makes /s/am, to enter into salam. Islam means to enter into peace and to be at 
peace with or reconciled with the decrees and commands of Allah; the Muslim surrenders or 
submits to Allah ‘azza wajal. 


Jannah is called Daar-us-Salaam: And Allah invites to the Home of Peace and guides whom He 
wills to a straight path [Quran, 10:25] because it is free from all pain, death, worries, and ill- 
speech, and it is a place of safety. 


The greeting of Islam “‘assalaamu alaykum” really means: “you are safe from me; you will not 
receive any evil from me.” “Qalbun saleem” means a sound heart which is unblemished. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Submit. 

Surrender to As-Salaam so you can be secure. If you submit to Islam, you will get Allah’s 
salaam. Believing is to follow the guidance and do the actions (deeds). For them therein is 
fruit, and for them is whatever they request [or wish] [And] “Peace,” a word from a Merciful 
Lord. (Quran, 36:57-58] Continually remind yourself of Daar us Salaam so you will strive to 
do as many good deeds as possible in order to receive the salaam of Allah and be safe & 
secure in Jannah. 


2. Strive for a clean heart. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Verily, Allah does not look to your faces and your wealth but He 
looks to your hearts and to your deeds. [Muslim] Just like you are alert for physical diseases, 
constantly assess your heart for diseases like lying, backbiting, swearing, hypocrisy, 
jealousy, showing off, etc. Seek cure for them in the Quran and Sunnah as all that matters is that 
you arrive to al-Quddoos with ‘qalbun saleem’ (an unblemished sound heart). 
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3. Be patient in trials. 

No disaster strikes except by the permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah— 
He will guide his heart. [Quran, 64:11] Show patience and perseverance in hard times and As- 
Salaam will give you peace inside: your heart will have salaam, a feeling of well being, 
serenity, and peace. 


4. Spread the salaam. 

The Prophet (sw) said: O People! Spread salaam, feed the hungry, be in touch with 
your kin, and pray while people are asleep (at night) & you shall enter paradise peacefully. 
[At-Tirmidhee] And he (sw) said about the best actions: Feeding the hungry, and saying salaam 
to those you know and those you don’t know. [Al-Bukhaari, Muslim] And he said: When two 
Muslims meet (give salaam) and shake hands, they are forgiven their sins before they part [Abu 
Dawood]: the salaam is a pure blessing to us from Allah As-Salaam. 


5. Don't say salaam upon Allah. 

Say salaam upon the Prophet Muhammad (sw) — for example by saying salallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam- and upon the Prophets and the righteous — by saying ‘alayhi, ‘alayha or ‘alayhim 
sallam — as Allah ‘azza wa jall does in the Quran, but never say salaam upon Allah, because He 
is As-Salaam! He does not need security and safety, because He is the source of peace and 
perfection. 


6. Ask As-Salaam. 

When you are very worried, supplicate to Allah ‘azza wajal by this name. You can say, 
Allahumma antas Salaam (O Allah, You are As-Salaam), save me from this or ask for the safety 
of others. Ask As-Salaam to make Islam your safe harbor and to bring peace to your heart. 


7. Don’t wrong yourself. 

If you want the salaam, the security, and the protection of As-Salaam don’t wrong 
yourself, don’t wrong others, and don’t do wrong in your relationship with Allah. He is As- 
Salaam, which means He cannot be unjust. You wrong yourself by sinning and not fulfilling the 
rights of others (obedience to parents, protecting someone else’s honor, & helping the needy). 


8. Supplicate after prayer. 

When you finish your salah, supplicate as the Prophet (sw) did with:Astaghfirullah (3x). 
Allahumma antas salaam wa minkas salaam, tabaarakta yaa Dhal Jalaali wal Ikraam. / 
seek Allah’s Forgiveness. O Allah, You are As-Salaam and from You is all peace. Blessed are You, 
O Possessor of majesty and honour [Muslim]. Straight after your prayer you amazingly ask 
protection and safety from the mistakes committed during the salah. 


O Allah, As-Salaam, we know that all peace and safety comes from You alone. Keep us safe in 
this world and the next, guide us to patience and inner peace, and make us of those from whom 
others are safe and make us safe from the injustice of others. Adorn us with sound hearts and 
make us of those who receive Your salaam in Paradise, ameen! 
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Al-Mu’min: The Giver of Tranquility 


He is the One who bestows the gifts of peace, security, and faith. Al-Mu’min removes fear, 
affirms His oneness, and is the Most Faithful! 


Meaning: Mu’ min comes from the root hamza-meem-noon, which points to four main 
meanings. 


1) To be secure, safe, and free from fear. 
2) To be quiet and tranquil. 

3) To grant protection and to safeguard. 
4) To be trustworthy. 

5) To believe in. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Mu’min on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
879 times in the Quran in 17 derived forms. Examples of these forms are amintum (“do you feel 
secure”), aamanoo (“believed”), al-amaanaati (“the trusts”), ameenun (“trustworthy”), al-imaani 
(“the faith”), and al-mu’mineena (“the believers”). 


Al-Mu’min Himself says: He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, 
The Perfection, the Bestower of Faith. (Quran, 59:23] 


Linguistically mu’min points out to three concepts. 


1) First Concept: Iman, which is to affirm something, and the opposite of it is to deny 
something. Al Mu’min is the One who affirms and believes His oneness. Allah Himself bears 
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. (Quran, 3:18] 


2) Second Concept: Aman, which means security, safety, and freedom from fear. The word 
amaanah (translated as “a trust”) comes from the same root. Al-Mu’min is the One who 
affirms and believes His oneness; He is the One who gives security and removes the opposite 
— which is fear— and is the best keeper of amaanaat, the One who is most faithful. 





3) Third Concept: The ones who have iman (belief in the One Allah) and who act accordingly 
are the ones who will receive Allah’s aman (security) in this world and the Hereafter. In this 
world they will experience a sense of serenity and peace of heart during hardship as well as 
during the terror of the Last Day. 


Those who are steadfast (istaqaamah) will have aman in this world, at death, in the grave and on 
the Day of Judgement. Al-Mu’min says: Indeed, those who say: ‘Our Lord is Allah,’ and then 
they remain firm (upon that statement), on them the angels will descend (saying): ‘Fear not, nor 
grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been promised!’ [Quran, 41:30] 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Believe in Allah and His messengers. 
Have iman, which is your belief in Allah combined with action in following His 
commands and staying away from His prohibitions, and you will receive His aman (security) in 
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this world and the next. Whoever brings a good deed will have better than it (ie, a better reward) 
and they will be, on that day, at peace during the terror. [Quran, 27:89] So read the Quran 
often, give sadaqah, and focus on your prayers so Al-Mu’min will give you safety on the 
Day of Judgement. 


2. Believe in the promises of Al-Mu’min. 

The people of Jannah will say: All praise and thanks is only for Allah, the One who 
fulfilled His promise to us. (Quran, 39:74] Believe that the promise of Al-Mu’ min will always 
come true. For example His promise is that sadaqah will not decrease wealth, so trust in this 
fact and fulfill your promises to your best ability. 


3. Ask Al-Mu’min for aman (security) in difficult situations. 

Al-Mu’min is the only source of aman so ask Him only to grant you safety, as the Prophet 
(sw) said to Abu Bakr (ra): Be not afraid, surely Allah is with us. [Quran, 9:40] No matter how 
hard the situation, have iman and ask Al-Mu’min to give you aman (peace and security) in your 
heart. 


4. Take care of trusts. 

The Prophet (sw) said: The believer is one from whose tongue and hand the believers are 
safe and: The believer is one in whom the people would entrust their blood and wealth. [ At- 
Tirmidhee] An example is to make sure you don’t harm others by your tongue through 
backbiting. 

The Prophet (sw) was called al-ameen, the trustworthy one, strive to be known for your 
trustworthiness. Return amaanaat (trusts) safely, such as borrowed items or even by keeping 
secrets entrusted to you. Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) said: Zf your brother mentions something to 
you in private, then walks away, it is an amaanah (trust) even if he didn’t instruct you not to 
inform anyone. Your body is also an amaanah given to you by Allah, so make an effort to use it 
in the right way. 


5. Be thankful for your safety. 

Reflect on the blessing of security and safety. Let them worship the Lord of this House, 
Who has fed them, [saving them] from hunger and made them safe, [saving them] from fear. 
[Quran 106:3-4] If Al-Mu’min gave you a safe place to live and work, show your thankfulness; 
many are not in this position and teach children to recognize this favor upon them. 


6. Ask Al-Mu’ min. 

Ask Al-Mu’min to bless you with iman until your last breath and to adorn you with the 
characteristics of the mu’minoon (believers) as mentioned in the Quran & Sunnah and in turn 
study these features so you can work on adopting them. When you are scared turn to Al-Mu’ min 
for safety. When your iman is low ask Him to strengthen it. The Prophet (sw) taught this 
supplication (part of the full supplication mentioned in the morning and evening remembrance: 
Allahumma-stur ‘awraatee wa aamin raw’ aatee. O Allah, veil my weaknesses and set at ease 
my dismay (grant me aman). [Ibn Maajah, Abu Dawud] 


O Allah, Al-Mu’min, we know that You are the Source of Faith and Giver of safety. Bless us with 
strong iman, lead us in taking care of our trusts and fulfilling our promises, and adorn us with all 
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the characteristics of Your beloved believers. Grant us steadfastness and safety in this world and 
the Hereafter, and make us of those who enjoy the ultimate safety of Jannah, ameen! 


Al-Lateef: Most Kind, Most Subtle, the Gracious 





Al-Lateef is the One Who disposes of our affairs in the most beneficial way without us even 
perceiving it. He is Al-Lateef to His slave, being kind, gentle, and merciful. He’s fully aware of 
your situation, your deeds, what is in your heart, your thoughts, and your desires! 


Meaning: Lateef comes from the root Laam-Taa-Faa. 

1) Something very delicate or subtle that it is almost unnoticeable or invisible - you are 
unconscious of it’s presence but it is always there. 

2) Something very kind - affectionate, gentle, mild, soothing. 


The air in the room is an Arabic example of Lateef. It is always present, our lungs need it, and 
we are not consciously aware of it’s presence but it is actually serving a purpose. Every single 
person’s lungs will expand and contract due to the kindness of al-Lateef. 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Lateef occurs seven times in the Quran. This root appears eight 
times in the Quran in two derived™`` forms. Examples of these forms are walyatalattaf (and let 


him be cautious) and lateefun (is Most Subtle). 


Linguistically, the concept of lutf refers to being so kind to someone that they don’t notice as 
well as something that’s too tiny or too subtle to be seen or felt. It also means to know secrets 
and minute details of things and to be able to do what others can’t do. 


Al-Lateef refers to His infinite kindness and His complete knowledge, with which He bestows 
gifts and favors on us, taking us gently from one situation to another and causing us to benefit 
without us even knowing it. 


He is always present and always doing something for us. However, we never notice. And at 
the same, whatever He’s doing is generated out of kindness. Allah takes care of everybody - 
even the ones who refuse to believe in Him. 


Al-Lateef Himself says: Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the 
Subtle, the Acquainted. [Quran, 6:103] 


Allah subjected the whole universe to man for two main purposes: 
—first: to help us know our Lord’s ultimate wisdom, might and power, and attributes. 
—second: to honor us by creating for us such a great universe. 

For example, if you know Allah by contemplating water, you grasp the major purpose of 
why water was created. But if you drink a glass of water just to quench your thirst and fail to 
contemplate it, you achieve only the minor purpose of its creation, which is to make use of it. 


76 


The examples of Al-Lateef are all around us; on hot summer days He makes fruit ripe for us 
while we’re heedless of it. He causes the teeth of young children to gently swap for permanent 
teeth without it causing them pain. Can you imagine a dentist removing even one tooth from a 
young child to make place for new ones? Al-Lateef lets situations flow smoothly from one into 
another. SubhanaAllah. 


Have you ever heard someone say something you just needed to hear, for no apparent reason? 
Have you ever attended a talk and the topic specifically addresses your problem? Has anyone 
ever said that one word that lifts you up, reminding you of Allah while they don’t even know 
what you’re going through? You might think it’s your friends comforting you, but it’s Allah 
Al-Lateef who sends you such friends. 


Have you ever loved something that was displeasing to Allah and slowly just got “off” it to the 
point where you didn’t even know why you ever liked it in the first place? These are the ways of 
Al-Lateef, helping and guiding you in your life. As Al-Lateef Himself says: Allah is Subtle with 
His servants; He gives provisions to whom He wills. And He is the Powerful, the Exalted in 
Might. [Quran, 42:19] 


Some people might ask, if Allah is al-Lateef and takes care of all matters without us noticing, 
then why did He not help me during a big crisis in my life? In those moments, we think that 
Allah was not there. But He was always watching and actively helping. The Name Lateef is often 
linked with Khabeer (the One Who Knows from direct experience). We have to look at these two 
names together: Al-Lateef is gentle, kind, & subtle. Al-‘Aleem is one who knows based on 
watching, reading, or hearing about somebody but has no direct experience with them. Al- 
Khabeer is wise from having a direct experience with you and thus has direct knowledge of you. 


If a child is misbehaving, then it is not the time to be lateef (act in an invisible, subtle, unnoticed 
kind of way). As a parent, you will not be subtle, your guidance being invisible, not showing the 
child that you are upset, etc. You will be khabeer because you have experience & wisdom and 
know that the misbehavior of your child needs to be addressed at that moment. You will stop the 
child, not act in a subtle way. It is human nature that when they experience something, they want 
to be involved directly (eg. using their wisdom to call the police when there is an emergency). 
This is where the confusion occurs, when we see something bad happening and wonder why isn’t 
Allah intervening & stopping it? Because He is Al-Lateef. 


Scholars have actually studied what does Allah mean when He calls Himself Al-Lateef. Allah 
will make you go through very difficult experiences and you will not be able to see what good 
could possibly come from it. Allah, however, is fully aware that whatever experiences you are 
going through is actually good for you. And that in of itself is an act of His kindness. All your 
terrible experiences, sickness, betrayal, humiliation, etc — all acts of kindness from Al-Lateef 
because there is something good in it for you that is not understandable. Eg. Your phone will 
have a simple app graphic design that you can easily click on & use. Behind that app is a source 
code developed by designers too complicated for us to understand. The same way this world is th 
outside skin of the app but behind that is an elaborate formula from Allah. We will never be able 
to understand it. All Allah is telling us is to trust Him. He is there and will always be kind & 
gently with you. 
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We should draw a great lesson from the life of Prophet Yusuf (as). When he finally was reunited 
with his family, he stated that Allah is Lateeful ma ya shaa’— Allah has been very subtle and 
delicate with what He wants. Allah being Al-Lateef basically means He works in mysterious 
ways in our lives. Yusuf (as) was thrown into a ditch as a child and sold as a servant in a crazy 
lady’s house. One would wonder: why would Allah separate an innocent child from his loving 
father? Why would an innocent man be accused of a crime he didn’t commit and get thrown into 
a jail cell with other criminals? So many catastrophes occurred in Yusuf’s life one after another. 
Just imagine you going through the same ordeal? Would you still believe in God? Yusuf (as) 
realized Allah’s role in his life was invisible. He understood that every one of his experiences 
was necessary. If he never went to jail, he would not have interpreted the king’s dream and 
thousands of children would have perished. One child was separated from his family for several 
years, which nobody is denying is a tragedy. However, the good out of it is that other thousands 
of families did not have to lose their own children to famine. This story should make us 
recognize how Allah is Al-Lateef. 


The greatest wealth any person can have in this duniya is good deeds. Up to the day of 
resurrection, Yusuf (as) will continue to get reward whenever people draw the important lessons 
from his life and implement them in their own lives. 


The Quran shares many stories of the prophets who went through so many trials in their life. Al- 
Lateef always was there watching and has a greater plan set for everybody. A normal person may 
think, “Well, those were Allah’s prophets. But I am just an ordinary person and no where close to 
being pious like them. How is Allah al-Lateef for me?” Allah responds with, “Allah is Lateef 
with all of His servants.” He provides to whoever He wants. Sometimes Allah will hold back 
rizq from you or not give you what you like. When He gives (food, gift, promotion, etc), you 
will feel Allah’s presence and recognize He is al-Raaziq. However, when He withholds from you 
(deprivation, starvation, loss, etc) then you must understand that He is Lateef-un-Khabeer. That 
withholding is in of itself rizq for you. He is there anyway & knows what you are going through. 


Human beings cannot be in the presence of the person they love 24/7. Even the most loving 
couple cannot be together 24/7. By nature, we will not be able to stay in Allah’s presence all the 
time. We have daily responsibilities like school, job, meeting, house chores, etc. So He becomes 
Lateef (subtle, invisible) in your life but still there taking care of you. A lot of us have the 
misconception that Allah wants us to do His dhikr all the time in every circumstance. That 
is not the case because Allah is not an overbearing Master. Allah’s Mercy on His slaves is that 
He’s Al-Lateef so that they can live & enjoy their life and appreciate good things. Allah knows 
we need the break to recharge. This is a human condition and therefore, we cannot always be in 
Allah’s presence 24/7. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be gentle and kind to others. 

As a way of being thankful to Al-Lateef for His gentleness, we should try our best to be a 
source of gentleness and kindness to others. Make a special effort to look out for the poor, 
orphans, widows, prisoners, and all those in need around you and to do something to make their 
lives easier. Give extra clothing, write a letter of support to a prisoner, etc. As the Prophet (saw) 
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said: Show gentleness, for if gentleness is found in anything, it beautifies it and when it is taken 
out from anything it damages it. [Abu Dawud] 


2. Reflect on yourself and your surroundings. 

For example radio waves: they can’t be seen, but they bring about much benefit for us. 
The subtle air, which is not heavy to breathe, the change of the seasons, ripening fruits, the day 
flowing over into the night, the body and mind of a child developing in perfect milestones, 
people coming onto your path, an uplifting word at the right time, and events occurring out of 
nothing but with perfect wisdom— the ways of Al-Lateef can be found all around you. Take 
them all as opportunities to actively remember Him. 


3. Grow your love and amazement for Al-Lateef. 

Love Him and be grateful to Him, for He’s been kind to you in ways you don’t even 
realize. Al-Lateef may put you through things that you dislike, but be patient, and when He 
gives you what you love, be thankful for it. Say a lot of alhamdulillahs in your daily life, even 
for the things you don’t notice but that benefit you greatly. Say subhanAllah at any spare moment 
for His perfect ways to guide you through life. 


4. Have the right intention in all you do. 

Al-Lateef knows all you do, every minute detail, every thought, every desire, and every 
intention, so take account of yourself. Before you do anything, ask yourself: Am I really doing 
this for Allah or for something else? 


5. Make dua for lutf. 
Make dua to Al-Lateef, asking Him for His kindness and to aid you to be kind to others. 
Ask Al-Lateef for His blessings for your loved ones. 


O Allah Al-Lateef, we know You are the most subtle and perceive every detail. Make us fear You 
as if we see You. Aid us to always be thankful for Your kindness and patient in hardships, make 
us of those who are kind and gentle to others, inspire us to contemplate your beautiful names and 
attributes by reflecting on the universe and all that’s in it instead of merely using it to satisfy our 
needs. Ameen! 


Al-Khabeer: The All-Aware 


Al-Khabeer is fully aware of everything: apparent, hidden, all the secrets, and what is yet more 
hidden. He is the one who knows the true reality of all that is created. Al-Khabeer is aware of, 
knows about, and has understanding of all inner states, internal qualities, and the meanings of all 
things! 


Meaning: Khabeer comes from the root khaa-baa-raa, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To know, to be aware, and to understand the reality or inner nature of something. 
2) To test, prove, and try by experience which results in inner knowledge. 
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Allah calls Himself Al-Khabeer on six occasions in the Quran. This root appears 52 times in the 
Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms are akhbaarakum (“your affairs”), 
khubran (“any knowledge, information”), and akhbaarahaa (“its news”). 


Linguistically, khabeer is derived from khibrah, which is the concept of comprehending and 
encompassing the inner and outward realities of things. It is said, khabartu ash-shay (I attained 
proper knowledge of something) when I came to know it upon its reality (i.e. as it truly is). 
Hence, He, the Sublime, is al-Khabeer, meaning the one who has encompassed the innermost, 
and the hidden realities of things, and the outward realities of things. 


Al-Khabeer Himself says: ...[He is] Knower of the unseen and the witnessed; and He is the 
Wise, the Acquainted. [6:73] ...Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is 
the Subtle, the Acquainted [6:103] [All] praise is [due] to Allah , to whom belongs whatever is in 
the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and to Him belongs [all] praise in the Hereafter. And 
He is the Wise, the Acquainted. [34:1] 


Allah is the one whose knowledge encompasses all that is outward and hidden, all things that 
occur, have occurred, and will occur of the affairs of the whole creation. There is nothing that is 
hidden from Him. Allah paired His attribute of being khabeer with His attribute of all- 
encompassing knowledge. 


Allah says: Verily Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain 
and knows what is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow and no person 
knows in what land he will die. Indeed Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. [Quran, 31:34] 


It is Allah who has knowledge of both the seen and unseen and it is He who can perceive our 
inner nature and intentions. O Mankind! We have created you from a male and a female and 
made you into nations and tribes that you may know each other. Verily, the most honorable of 
you in the Sight of Allah is the most God-Fearing of you. Indeed Allah is the All-Knower, the All- 
Aware. [Quran,49:13] 


In the Quran, Al-Khabeer is most often combined with His attribute of wisdom (Al-Hakeem), of 
seeing (Al-Baseer), and subtleness (Al-Lateef). 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be comforted by Al-Khabeer. 

Allah Al-Khabeer is the only one who is aware of all you do, say, hide, and want. Let this 
amazing fact comfort you in times of hardship, and in times of ease remind yourself to not get 
too attached to this world and its material benefits. Allah beautifully says: Does He who 
created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Acquainted? [67:14] 


2. Know that Al-Khabeer will inform you. 

Not only is Allah acquainted with all your deeds, on the Day of Judgement He will 
inform you about all you used to do. Remember this each day and let it motivate you to do good 
deeds. When you slip, ask Him for forgiveness in this life so you will be saved from His 
punishment in the next. 
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That is Allah, your Lord; to Him belongs sovereignty. And those whom you invoke other 
than Him do not possess [as much as] the membrane of a date seed. If you invoke them, they do 
not hear your supplication; and if they heard, they would not respond to you. And on the Day of 
Resurrection they will deny your association. And none can inform you like [one] Acquainted 
[with all matters]. [35:13-14] 


3. Understand the reality of this world. 

The Prophet (sw) happened to walk through the bazaar coming from the side of ‘Aliya 
and people were on both sides of him. There he found a dead lamb with very short ears. He took 
hold of its ear and said: ‘Who amongst you would like to have this for a dirham?’ They said: “We 
would not like to have it even for less than that as it is of no use to us.’ He said: ‘Do you wish to 
have it (free of any cost)?’ They said: ‘By Allah, even if it were alive (we would not have liked to 
possess it), for there is defect in it, as its ear is very short; on top of that it is dead now.’ 
Thereupon, Rasoolullah (sw) said: ‘By Allah, this world is more insignificant in the eyes of 
Allah than (this dead lamb) is in your eyes.’ [Muslim] 

Understand the insignificance of this world, but know that at the same time this life 
is your only chance to strive for your eternal place in Paradise. So make your life worth 
something by paying heed to the reminders of Allah and His Prophet (sw) and fill it with actions 
that will benefit your next life! 


4. Make sure to do hidden good deeds. 

Al-Khabeer says: If you disclose your charitable expenditures, they are good; but if you 
conceal them and give them to the poor, it is better for you, and He will remove from you some of 
your misdeeds [thereby]. And Allah, with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted. [2:271] Be 
motivated to do good deeds not for the eye of the people but for Allah Al-Khabeer! This 
means you will thoroughly enjoy good deeds you can hide as you know you do them for Al- 
Khabeer and the fact only He knows about them will make you feel close to Him. 


5. Adhere to the laws of Al-Khabeer. 

In the Quran, Allah mentions His attribute of being acquainted with all you do often after 
He has mentioned one of His laws. Follow the rules and laws Al-Khabeer laid out for you in the 
Quran and through the sunnah to your best ability. 


6. Don't judge people too quickly. 

We are often quick to judge others. Don’t forget that you don’t have knowledge of the 
inner reality of others; only Al-Khabeer does. Therefore, be careful in judging others not 
only by criticizing them but also by over-praising them. Always say: I leave your judgement 
to Allah! 


O Allah, Al-Khabeer, we know that You are aware of all things. Guide us to the best inner and 


outer characteristics and aid us in our manners with others. Assist us in abiding by Your rules 
and make us aware of the reality of this world and how to strive best for Your Paradise, ameen! 
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Al-Mujeeb: The Responder 


He is the One who responds to needs, answers prayers and He is the One who penetrates each 
obstacle in order to respond. 


Meaning: Mujeeb comes from the root jeem-waw-baa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To answer, reply, respond, and accept. 
2) To cut, pierce, or penetrate. 
3) To have a dialogue or conference. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Mujeeb, the one who responds, the answerer of prayers, on one occasion 
in the Quran. This root appears 43 times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these 
forms are ujeebu (“I respond”), jaboo (“carved out”), istajaaboo (“respond”) and jawaabaa 
(“(the) answer”). 


Al-Mujeeb Himself says: ... Indeed, my Lord is near and responsive [11:61] and ... [We are] 
the best of responders.[37:75] 


The name Al-Mujeeb is related in meaning to Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise), Al- ‘Aleem (The All- 
Knowing), As-Samee’ (The All-Hearing), Al-Baseer (The All-Seeing), Al- Wahhaab (The Giver 
of Gifts) and Al-Kareem. He responds to our requests in a way that displays His ultimate wisdom 
and knowledge. While we call out to Him He is All-Hearing and All-Seeing and He often gives 
us more than we deserve or even ask. He is the Most Generous. 


His amazing power and wisdom in responding to our requests is demonstrated in this part of a 
beautiful hadith qudsi: 


...O My servants, were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn of you 
to rise up in one place and make a request of Me, and were I to give everyone what he requested, 
that would not decrease what I have, any more that a needle decreases the sea if put into it.. 
[Muslim, at-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Respond to the call of Al-Mujeeb. 

Al-Mujeeb says: When my servants ask thee concerning Me I am indeed close (to them); 
I listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calls on Me; let them also with a will listen to 
My call and believe in Me; that they may walk in the right way. (Quran 2:186) Your share in this 
Name is that you are responsive to the commandments of Al-Mujeeb! 


2. Know the art of asking. 

Ask for His forgiveness before you ask for anything, as was the formula of the Prophet 
Yunus (as) when he desperately needed his supplication to be answered to be saved from the 
belly of the whale. Ask Al-Mujeeb for everything (halal) you wish in the Hereafter but also in 
this world. He loves it that you ask Him for everything you need in your deen and duniya 
(worldly matters). Ask him for clothing, a house to live in, food, drink, guidance, success etc. 
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3. Think good of Al-Mujeeb. 

Al-Mujeeb does not disappoint a believer who calls upon Him, however don’t be hasty as 
His delay is not His denial. The answer to your dua’ might come in a different form or time you 
wanted or expected. Made under the right circumstances — such as not earning haram income 
when asking Him or asking Him for something haram, like cutting of family ties — Al-Mujeeb 
responds to your dua, postpones it or prevents something bad from happening. 


4. Practise four powerful Quranic supplications for four powerful responses. 

Al-Mujeeb relates to you the responses He gave after being supplicated to in different 
types of hardship. So whenever you are in a similar situation, apply the same dua’ and have faith 
in the response of Al-Mujeeb! 


When you feel sad, say: There is no deity except You; exalted are You. Indeed, I have been of 
the wrongdoers. [Quran, 21:87] The response: So We responded to him and saved him from 
the distress. And thus do We save the believers. [Quran, 21:88] 


When you feel scared say: Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs. 
[Quran, 3:173] The response: So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm 
having touched them. [Quran, 3:174] 

When you are ill say: Indeed, adversity has touched me, and you are the Most Merciful of the 
merciful [Quran, 21:83] The response: So We responded to him and removed what afflicted 
him of adversity. And We gave him [back] his family and the like thereof with them as mercy 
from Us and a reminder for the worshippers [of Allah]. [Quran, 21:84] 


When you feel hurt by other people say: I entrust my affair to Allah. Indeed, Allah is Seeing of 
[His] servants (Quran 40:44) The response: So Allah protected him from the evils they plotted, 
and the people of Pharaoh were enveloped by the worst of punishment. [Quran, 40:45] 


5. Do good to strive for your prayers being answered. 

Do as many good deeds as you can, check yourself in having a balance of hope as well as 
fear and be humble and not arrogant in your relationship with Allah and in your dealings with 
others. Al-Mujeeb says about responding to the request of Zakariyyah: Indeed, they used to 
hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us in hope and fear, and they were to Us humbly 
submissive. (Quran 21:89-90) 


6. Respond to the servants of Al-Mujeeb. 

Be of those who don’t just respond to the plight of those in need but of those who also 
actively look themselves for those who are in need of support. Have an active attitude in relation 
to the requests of the environment you live in and of the Ummah as a whole! Wallahu ta’alaa 
‘alem. 


O Allah, Al-Mujeeb, we know that You are the answerer and fulfiller of prayers. Guide us to 
respond to Your call and be responsive to those in need and make us call upon and supplicate to 
you in the best manner. Don’t let our prayers be unanswered and adorn us with certainty in Your 
response, ameen! 
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Al-Hakeem: The All-Wise 


Al-Hakeem is the One with ultimate wisdom, who did not create and legislate anything in vain. 
Al-Hakeem carries out His divine will with His perfect wisdom: He judges, decrees, inflicts, and 
relieves in the most rightful way, place, and time. He is all-wise in His creating and perfecting, in 
His commanding, His sayings and actions! 


Meaning: Hakeem and Haakim come from the root haa-kaaf-meem, which carries three main 
meanings. 

1) To restrict or prevent something or someone. 

2) That of being wise and of knowing the true nature of things. 

3) To pass judgement, to decide and put matters in correct places. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Hakeem on 33 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
210 times in the Quran in 13 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yahkumu (will judge), 
hukman (wisdom, judgement), and al hikmah (the wisdom). 


This attribute of Allah shows that He legislates rules to turn mankind from wrongdoing, all His 
rules are for our own benefit. Al-Hakeem does His work most accurately and perfectly, as He 
knows how to calculate, measure and design in perfection. 


Al-Hakeem Himself says: O Musa! Verily, it is I, Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. (Quran, 
27:9] ... Alif Lam Ra: A Book, the Verses thereof are perfected and then elaborated from the Him, 
Who is All Wise, Well-Acquainted (with all things) [Quran, 11: 1] Falsehood cannot come to it 
(the Quran) from before it or behind it; (it is) sent down by the All Wise One, the One Worthy of 
all Praise. [Quran, 41:42] 


LESSON: ’Ilm (knowledge) and hikmah (wisdom) are two separate attributes which have to be 
linked together for success. Of what benefit is knowledge if you do not use it with wisdom? 
And how far do you get if you are wise in your ways, but you do not have knowledge? Allah’s 
name Al-Hakeem is often paired with: 

1) Al-‘Aleem (The All-Knowing). 

2) Al-‘Azeez (The Most-Powerful). 


*This shows us that Allah uses both His knowledge and power in the wisest way to guide us 
through the life of this world, testing us with tailor-made trials, challenges and 
opportunities for us to prove our faith in Al-Hakeem. 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Trust in Al-Hakeem. 

If Al-Hakeem decides you should lose or gain something, there is a wisdom behind 
it. If something happens that displeases you it would be unwise to be unhappy with Al-Hakeem. 
You lost money, or even a person, or didn’t get what you so badly wanted? How many times in 
life have you looked back and seen the wisdom behind things that happened to you, things which 
may have greatly saddened you at the time? Wisdom is to trust the wisdom of Al-Hakeem at 
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all times, no matter how hard it may seem! And Allah is All-Knowing, All Wise. [Quran, 
60:10] 


2. Stick to the laws of Al-Hakeem. 

All the rules of Al-Hakeem (the sharee’ah) are set to reform the creation and not to cause 
hardship in life. In other words; His rules are best for you. Al-Hakeem made you and thus knows 
exactly what you need to succeed. If we don’t understand His rulings, we should not blame 
the rules, but our own understanding. So focus and reflect and know that the ruling only 
belongs to Al-Hakeem and ask Him to make you of those who value His laws above man-made 
laws in your daily life. 


3. Reflect on the perfection of Al-Hakeem’s work. 

Remind yourself of Al-Hakeem seeing His wisdom reflected in His creation. The oxygen, 
the salt levels in your blood are all perfectly measured, if they would be slightly different you 
would die instantly. Take the time to look around you (and at yourself) and realize the 
beautiful and perfect wisdom of Al-Hakeem. /t is He Who made everything that He has 
created perfect, and began the creation of man from clay. [Quran, 32:7] 


4. Make the Book of Al-Hakeem your companion. 

The attribute of hikmah is one you should strive for too. Derive your wisdom from 
your knowledge of Allah. Where can we find this knowledge? In the Quran and the Sunnah. 
So make the Quran your close companion, by reciting it, understanding it and acting upon it. 
YaSin. By the Quran, “Al-Hakeem” (i.e. full of wisdom) (Quran, 36: 1] The more you follow the 
commands of the All-Wise, the wiser you will become! 


5. Have hikmah in your dealings. 

Use your blessings with wisdom by using them to gain the pleasure of Al-Hakeem. How 
many of us have wealth but waste it? How many of us have health, but we misuse it? Being wise 
is using your intelligence, wealth, time, and skills to please Al-Hakeem. The same goes for 
calling other people to Al-Hakeem— do so with hikmah! 


6. Ask Al-Hakeem for understanding. 

Of all things you daily ask of Allah, make sure you keep asking Him for understanding 
of the deen of Islam. Al-Hakeem says: And whosoever is granted wisdom is indeed granted 
abundant good. [Quran, 2:269] 


O Allah, Al-Hakeem, we know that You are the One who possesses ultimate wisdom. Make us of 
those who are content with Your decisions. Adorn us with wisdom in dealing with ourselves and 
others and with spreading Your message. Make us reflect on Your wisdom by looking at creation. 
Grant us understanding of Your book and guidelines and actions which reflect this 
understanding. Ameen! 
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Al-‘ Aleem, Al-’ Aalim: The All-Knowing 


He is the One whose knowledge is complete and perfect. Al-‘Aleem knows the tiniest of details 
of all things hidden and manifest and He has recorded the properties of everything in a book that 
is with Him! 


Meaning: ’Aleem comes from the root ‘ayn-laam-meem, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To have knowledge and to be aware and certain. 
2) To gather information. 
3) To have deep knowledge of minute details. 
4) To act according to knowledge. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-‘Aleem on more than 150 occasions in the Quran. This root 
appears 854 times in the Quran in 14 derived forms. Examples of these forms are ‘ilm 
(knowledge), ‘alima (to know), ‘allama (to teach), and ‘aalemeen (the worlds). 


Linguistically, ‘Aleem is the intense form of ‘alim (knower). Al-‘Aleem is the All-and-Ever- 
Knowing. The name Al~ Allam is the most intense form of the word; it appears four times in the 
Quran and it points out to the perfection and totality of Allah’s knowledge. Al-‘Aleem 
comprehends everything with certainty; no knowledge is concealed from Him and He is 
intuitively aware of all things even before they take place. 


Al-‘Aleem Himself says: That is the determination of the Exalted in Might, the Knowing. 
[Quran, 6:96] And to Him belongs that which reposes by night and by day, and He is the 
Hearing, the Knowing. [Quran, 6:13] and Indeed, your Lord— He is the Knowing Creator. 
[Quran, 15:86] 


Allah’s knowledge can’t be compared to any other knowledge in creation. Our knowledge is 
preceded by ignorance and we gain knowledge by learning. We also forget. How many times 
have we studied something only to forget it the next day? Allah’s ‘ilm is neither acquired 
through learning nor preceded by ignorance; nothing in the heavens or on Earth escapes His 
notice. 


Al-‘Aleem says: There falls not a leaf but He knows it, nor a grain in the darkness of the Earth, 
nor anything green nor withered but it is all in a clear book. |Quran, 6:59] His knowledge isn’t 
followed by forgetfulness, as Musa (as) said to Fir’awn: My Lord never errs, nor does He forget. 
{Quran, 20:52] 


We know of disciplines of knowledge such as physics, chemistry, math, medicine, engineering, 
and physiology, and we know Allah. The first kind of knowledge has to do with things created by 
Allah, while the other has to do with Allah, the creator, Himself. That’s why the most honorable 
knowledge is to know Allah, His beautiful divine names and attributes, His religion, etc. And 
the way to this knowledge is through studying the Quran and the Sunnah. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 
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1. Stick to the commands of Al-‘Aleem. 

Al-‘Aleem says: And We have already created man and know what his soul whispers to 
him, and We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein. (Quran, 50:16] If you know that He sees 
you while you’re alone and when you’re in the company of others, that He knows all of your 
secret thoughts and intentions, if you firmly believe that Allah knows all things, then stick to His 
divine commands and know that they are the best for you. 


2. Desire to learn. 

Be eager to increase your knowledge, especially Islamic knowledge, since Allah loves 
knowledge and those who possess it. He hates ignorance and those who are willfully ignorant. 
Be patient and persevere in seeking beneficial knowledge, and recognize that learning is a 
form of worship; how else can you know what Allah wants from you? How else can you do 
what pleases Him and avoid what He dislikes? At the same time accept that there’s knowledge 
that He did not reveal to creation. 


3. Acquire knowledge of the world. 

Say: ‘Turn your regard (to ask): What is in the heavens and on Earth?’ (Quran, 10:101] 
Learn about the world around you with the niyyah (intention) to appreciate Allah’s creative 
power and wisdom even more so that it is an act of worship. 


4. Be humble. 

Let Allah’s perfect and detailed knowledge humble you. This is why it is said: the one 
who knows the most about Allah fears Him the most. Knowledge is a quality that we naturally 
admire in people; let the amazing ‘ilm of your creator increase your love and admiration for 
Him. 


5. Contemplate yourself. 

The human body is much more advanced than any machine; in your brains there are 140 
billion cells whose function is not even known yet. It is from Allah’s generosity that He gave us 
the ability to think and to reason and that He gave us a natural hunger to learn. And within your 
own Selves, do you not turn your regard? [Quran, 51:21] 


6. Accept what is decreed for you. 

Knowing Al-*Aleem makes your heart able to accept what He decreed for you because 
you know He designed your destiny by His knowledge and wisdom. Whatever pain, stress, 
disappointment, and injustice you go through, Allah knows. Remind yourself of this to get closer 
to Him, especially during trials. 


7. Ask Al-*‘Aleem to increase your knowledge. 
Allah Al-‘ Aleem loves those who seek knowledge and teaches you to offer Him the 
following prayer: úle wits D) , - My Lord! Increase me in knowledge [Quran, 20:114] 


8. Do dhikr with this name. 
The Prophet (sw) said: Anyone who says three times in the evening: 


DUA FOR PROTECTION FROM EVIL 
(To be recited thrice in the morning and evening) 
MEESE ETT 
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“In the name of Allah, with whose name nothing on earth or in the sky can harm. And He is the 
All-Hearing and All-Knowing.” Nothing will harm them until the morning, and anyone who says 
it three times in the morning, nothing will harm them until the evening. [Ahmad] 


O Allah, Al- ‘Aleem, we know nothing but what You teach us. Instill in us eagerness to learn, 
guide us to the best knowledge, increase our knowledge and make us benefit from it, and guide us 
to act upon our ‘ilm by doing what pleases You and staying away from what displeases You. 
Make us contemplate ourselves and the creation around us, and assist us in accepting your 
decree at all times, ameen! 


Al-‘Allaam: The All-Knowing 


He is the one with the highest level of knowledge. Al-‘Allaam is both All- 
Knowing and Most-Knowing; His knowledge is complete, perfect, 
encompasses all of creation, and is far above any other knowledge! INGO 





Meaning: ‘Allaam comes from the root ‘ayn-laam-meem, which points to 
four main meanings. 

1) To have knowledge and to be aware and certain. 

2) To gather information. 

3) To have deep knowledge of minute details. 

4) To act according to knowledge. 


The name Al~ Allaam is the most intense form of the word; it points out to the perfection and 
totality of Allah’s knowledge. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-‘Allaam on four occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
854 times in the Quran in 14 derived forms. Examples of these forms are ‘aleemun (“All- 
Knowing”), ‘ilm (knowledge), ‘alima (to know), ‘allama (to teach), and ‘aalemeen (the worlds). 


Linguistically, ‘aleem is the intense form of ‘aalim (one who knows) and ‘allam is the most 
emphatic form of the word. 


Al-‘Allaam therefore refers to the highest form of knowledge of all things, past, present and 
future, an attribute which only belongs to Allah. 


Al-‘Allaam Himself says: You know what is within myself, and I do not know what is within 


Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the unseen (Quran, 5:116] ...Say, ‘Indeed, my Lord 
projects the truth. Knower of the unseen. (Quran, 34:48] 
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All four times Allah’s name Al-‘Allaam occurs in the Quran, it comes in the same combination: 
‘Allaam-ul-ghuyoob — Knower of the unseen. His attribute of being most knowledgable, All- 
and Ever Knowing is linked to the unseen as this is an ultimate example of how human 
knowledge fails, regardless of all our technology and scientific discoveries. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Strive for the best of knowledge. 

There are different types and branches of knowledge; one example that of things 
created by Allah, of which some are beneficial and others are not. Knowing all about the life of a 
certain pop star is an example of knowledge of no benefit to your life in this world and the next. 
Whereas knowledge of certain skills can be of benefit in this life to be able to practice a certain 
career. Another example of knowledge, which is the most honorable knowledge with most 
benefit, is the knowledge of the Creator Himself. So study His names and attributes with the 
intention to transform your life by them! 


2. Realize the virtue of seeking (beneficial) knowledge. 


falas Zail AA Zail lis yee Ja — Are those with knowledge equal to those without 
knowledge? [Quran, 39:9] To which group do you want to belong? And the Prophet (sw) said: 
Whoever travels a path in search of knowledge, Allah makes easy for him a path to Jannah. 
[Muslim] Keep reminding yourself of the importance of daily seeking Islamic knowledge, instill 
this eagerness in your children and start by asking Al-‘Allaam to increase you in knowledge 
which will benefit you in this life and the next by memorizing this beautiful Quranic 
supplication: 


Úle sii) ay (rabbee zidnee ‘ilma) - O my Lord! Advance me in Knowledge [Quran, 20:114]. 


3. Convey knowledge. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Convey from me even a single verse...[Al-Bukhaaree] and 
mentioned an amazing fact: WaAllahi, were Allah to guide a single man through you would be 
better for you than a herd of red camels. [Abu Dawood, saheeh] Make it a mission to share a 
piece of Islamic knowledge with someone every day insha’ Allah! 


4. Be comforted and motivated. 

Let the all-encompassing knowledge of Al-“Allaam of not only each leaf that falls, but 
also each of your thoughts and feelings comfort you and tell yourself in times of hardship: 
Allah knows. At the same time, realize Al-‘Allaam knows of every move you make, even when 
no other human being is aware, and let this motivate you to not only watch your actions, but 
strive to show Him the best of you, each and every day He gives you. 


5. Leave a legacy of knowledge. 

The Prophet (sw) said: When the human being dies, his deeds come to an end except for 
three: ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who prays for him 
[Muslim]. When you die, you cannot do a single good deed anymore and you never know when 
the angel of death comes for you. Out of His mercy Al-‘Allaam taught you above three deeds 
which will keep counting for you, even when you die. An example is printing a leaflet with 
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Islamic knowledge, think of a project to leave a legacy of knowledge and ask Al-‘Allaam to give 
you the ability to make it happen! 


O Allah, Al-‘Allaam, we know that Your knowledge is above any other knowledge. Guide us to 
beneficial knowledge, increase our knowledge of Yourself and accept our efforts. Aid us in 
conveying the best of knowledge and adorn us with true awareness of Your knowledge so it 
instills a feeling of comfort in us and motivates us to do that which pleases You most, ameen! 


‘Allaam-ul-Ghuyoob: Knower of the unseen 


Meaning: He is the One whose knowledge is comprehensive and extends to everything seen and 
unseen, apparent and hidden. Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him and He knows what was 
in the past, what is in the present, and what will be in the future. His knowledge is complete, 
perfect, encompasses all of creation, and is far above any other knowledge! 


All four times Allah’s name Al-‘Allaam occurs in the Quran, it comes in the same combination: 
‘Allaam-ul-ghuyoob — Knower of the unseen. His attribute of being most knowledgable, All- 
and Ever Knowing is linked to the unseen as this is an ultimate example of how human 
knowledge fails, regardless of all our technology and scientific discoveries. 


However, there are also those who falsely claim to have knowledge of the unseen. Related to this 
issue ‘Ayesha (ra) said: ‘Whoever tells you that he/she knows what will happen tomorrow is 
lying.’ Then she recited, ‘No person knows what he will earn tomorrow.’ [Al-Bukhaaree] 


The Prophet (sw) beautifully explained: ... And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is 
hidden), none knows them but He...[6:59] by referring to five things mentioned in Surah 
Luqmaan: Verily, Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the 
rain, and knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and 
no person knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware of things. 
[31:34] 


Occurrence: Al- ‘Aleem: 157 times; Al-’Aalim: 13 times and ‘Allaam-ul — Ghuyoob: 4 times. 


Evidence: “Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing.” (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:115) 


As-Samee’: The All-Hearing 


As-Samee’- the One whose hearing and attention comprehends everything. As-Samee’ hears 
every word, thought, and secret, and He listens to every voice. As-Samee’ listens and pays 
attention to everything, perfectly, eternally, and without any limits! 
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Meaning: Allah hears and is aware of all secrets without exception. He hears everything people 
say and whatever His creation utters. Nothing is hidden from Him, and He is the All-Hearing 
who answers the prayer of those who pray to Him. 


Samee’ comes from the root Seen-Meem-‘ Ayn, which refers to four main meanings: 
1) To hear and to listen. 
2) To accept and receive. 
3) To pay attention to. 
4) To understand the meaning. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself As-Samee’ on 45 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 185 
times in the Quran in 10 derived forms. Examples of these forms are sami’a (to hear, to listen), 
tusmi’u (to make hear), and as-sam’a (the hearing). 


Linguistically samee’ is on the structure of intensification. As-Samee’ refers to the perfection and 
the totality of Allah’s hearing, which cannot be compared with the hearing of any other created 
being. 


Evidence: “He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.” (Ash-Shooraa, 42:11) 


As-Samee’ Himself says: Our Lord! Accept this service from us: For You are the All-Hearing, 
the All-knowing [2:127] . . . If I am astray, I only stray to the loss of my own soul: but if I receive 
guidance, it is because of what my Lord reveals to me. He is All-Hearing, Ever-Near. [34:50]... 
And Allah hears your discussions. Lo! Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. [58:1] 


As-Samee’ hears every single sound, every rustle of the tree, every voice, and every thought. Our 
most secret speech is an open declaration before Allah. As-Samee’ tells us: /t is the same to Him 
whether one of you conceals his speech or declares it openly; whether he lies hidden by night or 
walks forth freely by day. [13:10] 

Ayesha (ra) said: Glory be to Allah whose hearing embraces all voices. A woman came to 
the Prophet (sw) with her plea. She had a grievance against her husband. I was in the corner of 
the house and did not hear what she said. Then Allah revealed: Allah has heard the plea of the 
woman who pleads with you . . . [An-Nasaa’i, Ibn Maajah] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Watch that tongue. 

How many times have you watched your mouth when certain people were around, like 
your parents, a teacher, or your boss? As a Muslim one of your tasks is to guard your tongue, 
anytime, anywhere, and in any company. Parents sin if they use inappropriately harsh or curse 
words while disciplining the children. As-Samee’ told us: Not a word does he (or she) utter, but 
there is a watcher by him ready (to record it). [50:18] Use your tongue wisely so that your 
words will not be something that keep you from the gates of Jannah. 


2. Study the etiquette of speech for a Muslim. 


How do you know if your speech is pleasing to As-Samee’ if you do not study His book 
and the sunnah of the Prophet (sw)? Learn about the prohibitions of the tongue, like 
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backbiting, swearing, and lying. Study the types of speech As-Samee’ loves to hear from you, 
like dhikr, good advice, kind words to others, and reciting the Quran. 


3. Ask As-Samee’ in salah. 

Did you know you have seven places where you can seek As-Samee’ with supplications 
in your prayer? Make use of these times to ask for whatever (halal) you want in this life & next. 
1) After the first takbeer 
2) On some occasions before bowing 
3) While bowing (Rukoo’) 

4) When you rise from bowing - after saying sami’ Allahu liman hamidah’ (Allah hears the 
one who praises Him) 

5) during your prostrations (both Sajdahs) 

6) between the two prostrations 

7) at the very end of the prayer before you say your Salaam. 


4. Be comforted by As-Samee’. 

When Allah (swt) sent Musa (as) and Harun to confront the Pharaoh, He comforted them 
with the words: “Fear not. Indeed, I am with you (both); I hear and I see.” [20:46] 
As-Samee’ hears and answers your prayers, so invoke Him and supplicate to Him. Remember 
that du’a is the weapon of the believer and can make the mountains shake. 


5. Seek refuge in As-Samee’. 
The Prophet Muhammad (sw) used to seek refuge with Allah from four things, including 
a prayer that goes unheard: 


Beh pa OR yuan © cd BOW Gee ES Be oe eas E ERA He ee ao 
UI liens Y ages Crag Qa Y guii cag CAG Y ld cag Gas Y alle Cpe chi doei oi! alll 


“O Allah, I seek refuge in You from knowledge which does not benefit, from a heart that 
does not entertain the fear (of Allah), from a soul that is not satisfied and the supplication 
that is not answered.” [Muslim] The Prophet did not mean that he feared Allah would not hear 
the prayer itself, but rather that Allah would leave the prayer unanswered! 


6. Ask As-Samee’ to bless your hearing. 

Allah As-Samee’ loves those who use the abilities He gave them for His sake. Did Allah 
give you ears to listen to gossip or music? Did He give you a tongue so He could hear swearing 
and lying from you? Ask Him to help you to use your hearing and your tongue only for things 
pleasing to Him. 


7. Pick the right words. 

A true believer would never intentionally give reason to others to be doubtful, nor hurt 
their feelings in any way. You must ensure, as far as possible, that what you say is heard and 
understood by all involved; pick your words with wisdom. 


8. Feel ‘sami’Allahu liman hamidah’. 

Next to the amazing Hearing of Allah, The beautiful name As-Samee’ also means He 
answers our prayers. After bowing in prayer we say: sami’ Allahu liman hamidah (Allah hears 
the one who praises Him). We know that Allah hears us; this means that Allah answers those who 
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praise Him and seek Him in prayer. Now every time you say sami’ Allahu liman hamidah, feel 
that Allah is The All-Hearer and make the intention to strive that He only hears good from you. 


O Allah, As-Samee’, we know You hear every sound and thought. Aid us to watch our tongues 
and use them for Your sake only, protect us from foul speech, bless our tongue and our hearing, 
and make us of those whose prayers are answered, Ameen. 


Al-Baseer: The All-and-Ever Seeing 


He is the One whose sight encompasses everything that is conceivable, hidden or apparent, no 
matter how hidden or small it may be. 


Meaning: Baseer comes from the root Baa-Saad-Raa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To see or notice - human sight is incomplete & limited; even when we think we see the whole 
picture, that is not true. We see skin, but cannot see the microscopic cells, dna, etc. Allah, 
however, can see ALL - both apparent and hidden. 
2) To understand - Allah understands all that has been and all that will be. 

e.g. you can see two people from afar and think they are arguing but truly they are not. So 
sometimes we misunderstand what we see with our eyes. Allah, however, does not. 
3) To have insight or to perceive - Allah sees every single details and understands ALL things 
inner & outer. He has given us the limited ability to see and perceive. 
4) To be precisely aware 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Baseer on 42 occasions in the Quran. He is the One whose 
perfect sight encompasses the whole creation. Al-Baseer has insight into all things and Who 
perceives every detail, every state of existence, and every circumstance! This root appears 148 
times in the Quran in 10 derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-absaaru (the eyes), al- 
basaru (the vision), mubsiratan (visible) and absara (sees). 


Linguistically, baseer is on the structure of intensification. Al-Baseer refers to the perfection and 
the totality of Allah’s seeing, which cannot be compared with the seeing of any other created 
being. 


Evidence: “Surely, He is aware of and sees His servants.” (Surat Ash-Shooraa: 42:27) 


Al-Baseer Himself says: Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Seeing. [17:1] . . . There is nothing like 
unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing [42:11] . . . And Allah judges with truth, while those 
they invoke besides Him judge not with anything. Indeed, Allah— He is the Hearing, the Seeing. 
[40:20] 


Surah An’am [6:103]: “Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives all vision. And He is the 
Subtle, the Acquainted.” He can see us but we cannot see Him. Prophet Musa (as) requested to 
see Allah. So Al-Baseer asks him to look at the mountain. He then removes a needle tip amount 
of his veil and the mountain exploded (SubhanaAllah!) and Musa fell unconscious. 
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Surah Hadid [57:4]: “Allah (swt) sees everything you do.” 


Surah Nisa [4:134]: “Whoever desires the reward of this world, then with Allah is the reward of 
this world and Hereafter. And Ever is Allah Hearing & Seeing.” Allah sees ALL of our deeds. 
The prophet (sw) told us not to belittle any good deed we do, even if it is a smile to a fellow 
Muslim. Allah (swt) appreciates that smile. 


An employee will most likely work harder when his manager is watching him; how much 
stronger is the effect when we know we are being watched by our creator? When we engage in 
our worldly affairs, like our job or our interactions with others, we should be aware that there is 
much more at stake than just the supervision of our boss or even our parents. Al-Baseer loves 
for the believer to do the best in every work we do, and He will recompense us in the 
Hereafter far beyond whatever worldly profit we might earn. 


This is why the Prophet (sw) told us the formula to live by: Allah loves that when you engage in 
some work, you do so with proficiency. [al-Bayhaqee] This inspires us to engage in our work 
with honesty and integrity and this is the best quality assurance for everything a believer does in 
this world. 


If you want to know the condition of your Emaan & faith, then watch yourself when you are 
alone. Faith does not become apparent by praying namaz & fasting. True faith becomes 
apparent when you are striving against yourself when no one else is watching but you know 
Allah sees you. The tear you shed in the remembrance of Allah when you are all alone, Allah 
sees it all. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Watch your deeds! 

How many times have you watched your deeds when certain people were around? As a 
Muslim one of your tasks is to mind the acts of your limbs and your heart anytime, 
anywhere, and in any company. A practical tip is to imagine yourself being watched by a 
camera which follows you 24/7, whether you are with people or all alone. The sight of Al-Baseer 
cannot be topped by a hundred million cameras. Allah will ask us why did we fear to do a wrong 
action while other humans were watching us, but did not fear while Allah (swt) was watching us? 


2. Trust in Al-Baseer at all times. 

He sees every obstacle and sorrow you face and everything that others do to you, He is 
the Only One Who only gives you what is good for you at all times. Therefore, submit and put all 
your trust in Him only. Al-Baseer says: And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Merciful, who 
sees you when you stand up (to pray) and your bowing in prostration with those who bow down. 
[26: 217-219] 

If somebody said something or made an expression that hurt you, just be content with the 
fact that Allah saw it. Don’t think that person is going to get away with it. If Allah (swt) asked 
His most beloved prophet (sw) why he made a face to the blind man, then take comfort in Allah’s 
justice. 
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3. Strive for quality. 

Knowing that Allah sees everything you do encourages you to be more devoted in your 
worship, more righteous in your deeds, and kinder to others. This is why Rasool (sw) said: 
Excellence in faith is to worship your Lord as if you see Him, and though You do not see Him, 
know that He sees you. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] Strive for ehsaan (excellence) in every act you 
do. 


4. Persevere. 

Al-Baseer reassured the Prophet (sw): So wait patiently for your Lord’s decree, for surely 
you are in Our sight. [52:48] Isn’t it the most comfortable and reassuring feeling for your heart 
knowing as a believer Your Lord is so close to you and He sees & hears everything you go 
through? When others do injustice to you and no one seems to notice, take strength from the fact 
that Al-Baseer is seeing them and will recompense them. 


5. Believe in the decree of Al-Baseer. 

Whenever Allah creates something, grants something, gives life, causes death, guides 
someone, or allows someone to stray, it is in accordance with His wisdom, His perfect 
knowledge, and His complete vision that nothing can escape. 


There once was a king and he had a wazir (best friend). They used to love going fishing. One day 
while they were fishing, the king’s finger gets chopped off. The wazir assured him “La a’3llahu 
khayr” (i.e. there may be some benefit to this accident). This angered the king so when they 
reached the palace, he ordered the wazir to be imprisoned.The wazir again said, “InshaAllah 
khayr.” After the king’s hand was treated, he went back to fishing alone. He ends up on a random 
island, where he was captured by an Amazonian tribe. Because he was very well dressed, the 
tribesmen thought he would be perfect to sacrifice to their false gods. When they were about to 
cut him up, they noticed that he was missing a finger. They stopped and said that he is not worthy 
of sacrifice since he is defective. So they let him free. He runs to his boat and flees back to his 
castle. He immediately goes to his friend in jail and tells him that he finally understands what 
goodness the wazir was talking about. He tells him what happened and lets him free. The king 
then asks that he still does not see why was it good for him to go to jail? And he answered that he 
would have been with the king if he wasn’t in jail. And the tribesmen would have sacrificed him 
instead (SubhanaAIlah!). 


Make du’a to Allah, “Oh Allah, you are All-knowing & All-Seeing. You know what is best for 
me. Please help me see it too just so my heart can find ease.” Prophet Ibrahim (as) requested 
Allah (swt) to show him how He brings life back from dead. Allah asked him, “Do you not 
believe?” Ibrahim said, “Ya Allah, I believe! Yathmin mina-al-qalbi. Just so my heart can find 
ease.” So Allah asks Ibrahim to get birds, chop them up, mix their body parts, and then put them 
on different mountains. Then Allah (swt) brought them back to life. LESSON: This story teaches 
us that it’s ok to ask Allah: “Please show me a little bit, enough that I can find comfort. And if 
not, then allow me to find that comfort.” 


Jihaad is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing 


which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not 
know. [2:216] Al-Baseer observes how you respond to His ayahs. Believe that everything Al- 
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Baseer does is a complete tailor-made test for you and only for your own good, even though you 
might not like it. 


6. Seek refuge in Al-Baseer. 

Knowing that Allah is the All-Seeing protects the believer from committing sins. Since 
Allah is taking account of everything we do, there is no escape from Him except to seek refuge 
with Him. Use the isti’aadhah (saying: a’oodhu billaahi minash-shaytaanir rajeem) a lot in your 
daily life, in times of anger, fear, and despair. 


7. Ask Al-Baseer to bless your sight. 

Allah Al-Baseer loves those who use the abilities He gave them for His sake. Did Allah 
give you eyes to look at forbidden things or to work in unpermitted business? Did He give you 
the blessing of understanding and having insight, like when you study, for you to be lazy and not 
care? Ask Him to help you to use your sight and insight only for things pleasing to Him. 


8. Make dua to Al-Baseer abundantly. 

Al-Baseer sees every hardship you face, so invoke Him and supplicate to Him. 
Remember at all times; the fact that you are able to make sujood and even say Yaa Allah is a 
blessing that surpasses all others. 

On the Day of Judgment, there will be limited invitations given to certain people. They 
will be taken to Allah (swt) by the angels. And Al-Baseer will remove His veil so they can see 
His Face. He will then ask what would they like but the person will respond that He gave them 
everything just by giving them the pleasure to see Him. Allah will respond that if He was not 
pleased by them, then they wouldn’t be standing before Him. That will be Yaum ul Mazeed 
where Allah will unveil Himself. And that will be the ultimate pleasure for us. May Allah make 
us among those who will be able to see Allah (swt) - Ameen! 


O Allah, Al-Baseer, we know You see every move we make. Aid us to watch our deeds and use 
our sight and insight for Your sake only, and make us grateful for the blessings of our senses. 
Protect us from bad deeds, and support us in doing everything we do, in worship and worldly 
affairs, with excellence, ameen! 


Al-Kareem: The Generous & Honorable 


Al-Kareem is the One who gives His slaves abundantly and benefits them immeasurably, the One 
who bestows blessings on His slaves even before they become deserving of them and the One 
who gives without measure and without being asked. Al-Akram is the Most Bountiful whose 
generosity is unmatched. 


He is Al-Kareem in both His essence, being the source of all virtue, good and honor. He is Al- 
Kareem in His dealings with His creation; He forgives, He follows through and His continually 


giving forth of the most precious bounties exceeds all expectations! 


Meaning: Kareem, Akram, and Ikraam come from the root kaaf-raa-meem, which points out to 
two main meanings. 


96 


1) To be generous, giving, and beneficent. 
2) To be highly esteemed, honored and valued. 


Occurrence: Al-Kareem: 2-3 times. This root appears 47 times in the Quran in eight derived 
forms. Examples of these forms are al-akram (“the Most Generous”), kareemun (“noble”), kira 


In the Arabic language ‘kareem’ does not just mean generous but the term embraces many 
meanings. ‘Kareem’ includes being forbearing, kind, gentle, patient, noble, pure and 
beneficial. In other words each and every laudable thing is being described as ‘kareem’. 
Examples are a precious ‘kareem’ stone, a beneficial ‘kareem’ letter and a noble, good-looking, a 
‘kareem’ person. 


Al-Kareem Himself says: O man! What has made you careless about your Lord, Al-Kareem (the 
Generous), Who created you, fashioned you perfectly and gave you due proportion? In whatever 
shape He willed, He put you together. [82:5-8] and... Read! And your Lord is Al-Akram. [96:3] 


The name Al-Kareem implies all that is honorable, good, and virtuous and therefore is strongly 
related to various other names and attributes of Allah (Asmaa was-Sifaa): 


Al-Kareem is related to Al-Wahhaab (The Giver) and Ar-Razzaaq (The Provider) in 
the sense that He initiates favors to His slaves, beyond what we deserve. Al-Kareem brought you 
into existence even though He was not obliged to do so. Al-Kareem gives us the whole world, as 
He tells us: It is He Who created for you all that is in the earth. [2:29] Our book, the Quran, is 
not only an instruction but also a cure. Our prayers are not only rituals, but also treasure chests of 
multiple rewards. Our food is not just one kind, but an amazing variety of tastes, structures and 
flavors; this is the giving of Al-Kareem! 


Al-Kareem is related to Al-‘Afuww (The Pardoner) because even when you sin and 
forget about it, Allah deals with you generously and makes you live comfortably. It is He who 
covers your sins and when you turn to Him out of His amazing generosity, He doesn’t just 
forgive but completely erases your bad deeds and on top of this turns them into good deeds. He 
is At-Tawwaab. What a generous Lord! 


Related to Ash-Shakoor (The Appreciative), Al-Kareem rewards you generously when 
you only present to Him little sincere acts of worship. The ultimate example is Jannah: 
everlasting pleasure for a couple of years of worship in this life! 


Al-Kareem is also related to Al-Haleem (the Forebearing), whenever He gives, He 
gives most generously. When Al-Kareem is disobeyed, He forgives in the most forbearing 
manner, SubhanAllah. He has the most generous and gracious way of forgiving. 


Al-Kareem is related in meaning to Al-Wadood (The Loving); us being worthy of His 
divine love is truly a generosity we should recognize! Al-Kareem says: Verily, those who believe 
and work deeds of righteousness: the Most Gracious shall bestow love upon them. [19:96] 


His Attribute of karam truly is beyond our imagination! 
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Evidence: “O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Most 
Gracious?” (Surat Al-Infitaar, 82:6); “Read! And your Lord is the Most Bountiful.” (Surat 
Al-‘Alaq, 96:3) 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Be generous to be close to Al-Kareem. 

Allah’s names and attributes are of two types: those that are attributed only to Him (e.g. 
Al-Khaaliq, The Creator) and those that can and should be strived for to be attributed to 
ourselves, one of them is Al-Kareem. Be generous with your belongings, time, and even your 
words. The prophet (sw) said: The generous one is close to Allah, close to people, far from the 
fire; a stingy person is far from Allah, far from people, far from Jannah; and the generous 
ignorant person is more beloved to Allah than a stingy worshipper. [At-Tirmidhi] 


2. Develop a relationship with the Quran al-Kareem. 

Allah’s book, the Quran, is kareem because it is full of benefits and guidance, good things 
and blessings, it includes not a single error or contradiction. Open Al-Quran al-Kareem at least 
every single day; even if you read one ayah a day, understand it and let it transform your 
character, mind and heart and see how it will make you more kareem, insha’ Allah! 


3. Spread the message of Islam. 

Al-Kareem honored (karram-na) us as human beings and specifically honors us as 
Muslims. Recognize the worth Al-Kareem gave you in being a human being with intellect and 
use it to benefit the Ummah. Share the ayahs of the Quran with others, teach someone else, even 
if it is one hadith and spread the message of Islam by showing beautiful, honorable manners to 
non-Muslims. 


4. Don't forget the fire. 

Indulging in all the blessings Al-Kareem gave you, don’t forget about hellfire. The 
Prophet (sw) said, The people will be thrown into Hell (Fire) and it will keep on saying, ‘Is there 
any more?’ till the Lord of the worlds puts His Foot over it, whereupon its different sides will 
come close to each other, and it will say, ‘Qad! Qad! (enough! enough!) By Your ‘Izzat (Honor 
and Power) and Your Karram (Generosity)! Paradise will remain spacious enough to 
accommodate more people until Allah will create some more people and let them dwell in the 
superfluous space of Paradise. [Saheeh al-Bukharee] 


5. Study about Al-Kareem. 

Al-Kareem says: O mankind! What has made you careless about your Lord, Al-Kareem 
(the Generous). Study about Allah, learning about His names and attributes and what they mean 
to you. Do not be deceived by this world and by the Shaytan. Know that Al-Kareem will never 
let down those who spend their lives obeying Him, even though others might say practicing your 
deen is not “cool.” Don’t ever think those who have much in this life but are denying Him, will 
have any share in the Hereafter. You are here because of Him and for Him; use the intellect and 
skills Al-Kareem gave you to work towards His pleasure and His ultimate generosity: Paradise! 


O Allah, Al-Kareem, we know that You are the Most Generous and Most Esteemed in Your being 
and dealings. Guide us to be generous to others, aid us to develop honorable and noble manners, 
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adorn us with understanding and practicing of Your book. Guide us in spreading the noble 
message of Islam and return the honor to the Ummah. Make us reflect Your attribute of karama 
by always being thankful for Your favors which are beyond our basic needs and only turning to 
You when we ask and enter us into Your greatest generosity, Jannatul ‘Alaa without reckoning, 
ameen! 


Al-‘ Azeez: The Authority, The Almighty 


He is the All-Strong, All-Dominant who reigns supreme over His creatures. He has subjugated all 
His creatures, all of whom have humbled themselves before Him and have totally submitted to 
His authority. He is the One who overcomes everything. Al-‘Azeez is the incomparable source of 
all strength and might, and His power cannot be overcome or resisted. He gives honor, dignity, 
and strength to whomever He wills! How many people have power but misuse it? 


Meaning: ’Azeez comes from the root ‘ayn-zay-zay, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be mighty and powerful. 
2) To be noble and elevated. 
3) To be invincible. 
4) To be rare and unattainable. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-‘Azeez on 92 occassions in the Quran. This root appears 
119 times in the Quran in 7 derived forms. Examples of these forms are wa‘azzanee (“and he 
overpowered me”), a’azzu (“mightier”), and ‘izzan (“an honor”). 


Linguistically, al-‘izz originally means strength (quwwah), severity (shiddah), and conquest 
(ghalabah). ‘Azeez points to three concepts: 

(1) ya’izzu: which means nobility. 

(2) ya’uzzu: which means to prevail and be dominant. 

(3) ya’azzu: which means being mighty and powerful. 


Al-‘Azeez is the Noble One, no one is like Him, He is ghaalib and has overcome everything in 
that He has subdued it [Ibn Katheer] and He is the Invincible who cannot be reached and 
overcome. [Al-Qurtubi] 


Al-‘Azeez Himself says: And know that Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise (Quran, 2:260] And ... 
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Able of Retribution [Quran, 3:4] ... And verily, your Lord! He is truly the 
All-Mighty, the Most Merciful. [Quran, 26:68] 

“Warnings” are of 3 kinds and stages in the Quran: 


1) Destruction of a nation. e.g. Nation of Prophets Nuh & Lut 
2) Warning of Judgment Day. 
3) Warning of Hellfire. 


All 3 kinds of warnings are related. Allah is telling us that if we are one of the nations that was 
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destroyed, then we are really going to take a beating on Judgment Day, and that will feel like a 
vacation compared to Hellfire. 


Ibn ul Qayyim raheemahullah: And He is al-Azeez whose (status) cannot be reached (overcome). 
How can He be reached, the owner of all Power? And He is al-‘ Azeez (the Overpowering) and 
al-Qaahir (the Subduing Overcomer). Nothing overcomes Him, so these are two characteristics. 
And He is al-'Azeez, with Strength (quwwah) and this is His description. 


Al-‘Izz, therefore, has three meanings. And these are the ones that are perfected for Him, free is 
He of all imperfection, from every single aspect, the One who is devoid of any deficiency. 


Occurrence: The combination Al-‘Azeez-ul-Hakeem (The All-Mighty, the All-Wise) appears 
47 times in the Quran; Allah al-‘Azeez uses His power with perfect wisdom. Allah uses Al- 
Azeez-ur-Raheem (The All-Mighty, The Merciful) which occurs twelve times in surah Ash- 
Shu’araa after the narration of each destroyed nation. Against the disbelievers He is mighty and 
especially merciful to the believers striving on His path. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Seek your strength from Al-‘Azeez. 

Having faith in Al-‘Azeez gives you courage because you know Your Lord is unbeatable. 
Whatever He wills happens, even if the people will otherwise, and whatever He wills not to 
happen won’t, even if the people will it. So only work to seek His pleasure and be confident He 
will help you. He has power over all things, so accept whatever happens to you and show sabr 
(perseverance) and shukr (gratefulness) for whatever befalls on you. When you feel weak or 
overpowered, turn to Al-‘Azeez for strength. 


2. Know that your ‘izzah is in Islam. 

Your honor does not lie in money, power, or looks; rather your honor is only in Islam. 
How many seek honor from other things or people? Al-‘Azeez said: Those who take disbelievers 
as protectors (or helpers or friends) instead of believers, do they seek honor, power and glory 
with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs all honor, power and glory. [Quran, 4: 139] Seek your 
honor in this life and the next from Al-‘ Azeez only, by obeying Him and following His 
Messenger. 


3. There’s no hiding from Al-‘Azeez. 

Let Al-‘Azeez make you recognize that no matter who you are, how pious or “high- 
positioned” you are, you can never hide from His might and power. The repetition of Al-‘Azeez 
in the Quran can teach you that you constantly have to remind yourself that you can never go 
against His Will, and He is mighty against those who disobey Him. 


4. Power doesn’t mean honor! 

Always use your own “power” or authority in an honorable way, over your children or 
spouse for example. Train yourself to have strength to resist desires by reminding yourself of 
the wisdom Al-‘ Azeez, who uses His power with wisdom, and always try to strengthen others 
with your advice, skills, or company. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Whoever a believer is humiliated before him and he does not help 


100 


him when he is able to do so, Allah will humiliate him before the creation on the day of 
judgment. [Ahmad] 


5. Honor trusts. 

The Prophet (sw) said: All of a Muslim is inviolable to another Muslim: his blood, his 
wealth and his honor [Muslim]. Don’t harm others by your tongue or hand; don’t backbite, 
slander, or misuse their belongings or even expose their faults. 

You can even earn Allah’s protection from the Fire by defending someone’s honor. The 
Prophet (sw) said: Whoever defends the honor of his brother, then Allah will protect his face 
from the Hellfire on the Day of Resurrection. [At-Tirmidhee] An example is to rebut backbiting 
in a company and to mention something good about the person in his or her absence. Your 
relationships with others are a trust (amaanah) from Al-‘Azeez and you should honor each trust 
you are given— in your dealings with others, as well as your own body and iman— by looking 
after them according to the guidelines of Al-‘Azeez. 


6. Use the Quran, al-’azeez! 

Allah called the Quran ‘azeez because it is His speech: Verily, those who disbelieved in 
the Reminder (the Qur’Gn) when it came to them (shall receive the punishment). And verily, it is 
an honorable respected Book. Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it (it is) sent 
down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise. [Quran, 41:41-42] Stop and reflect; this means the 
Quran contains everything you need to succeed in life, because it comes from your Creator. It 
is your manual— and why is a manual read? Only because you want to make something work. 
So don’t just read the Quran but also use it as your manual. 


O Allah, Al ‘Azeez, we know that all might belongs to You. Adorn us with the honor of Islam, 
protect us from misusing our powers, make us of those who rely upon Your power only, make us 
benefit from the Quran and protect us from all of those who want to overpower us, ameen! 


Al-Muhaymin: The Guardian & Witness 


He is the One who ensures the wellbeing of creation. Al-Muhaymin observes, guards, and 
protects His creation! 


Meaning: Muhaymin comes from root haa-meem-noon, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To oversee, protect, and guard. 
2) To witness. 
3) To determine the truth. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Muhaymin on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
two times in the Quran in one derived form. Examples of this form are wamuhayminan (“and a 
guardian”) and al-muhayminu (“the Guardian”). 


Linguistically, the root of muhaymin also means to extend a wing, like a hen protecting her 
chicks, and is related to the names Ar-Rageeb (the Watcher), al Haafidh (The One who protects 
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and guards), and Ash-Shaheed (The Witness). Al-Muhaymin is the One who observes, controls, 
looks after, completely covers us and judges us by the truth. 


Al-Muhaymin Himself says: He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the 
Pure, The Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer. [59:23] 


Allah calls the Quran muhaymin: And We have sent down to you the Book in truth, 
confirming the Scripture that came before it and muhaymin (trustworthy in highness and a 
witness) over it. [5:48] After mentioning the position of His Book Allah Al-Muhaymin instructs 
to make use of it: so judge between them with what Allah has sent down. [5:48] The Quran is to 
be recited and memorized as well as to be applied in our daily life situations, such as judging 
between right and wrong in our relationship with Allah and other people. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Be aware that Al-Muhaymin is watching you. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Be mindful of Allah and Allah will protect you. [at Tirmidhee] Al- 
Muhaymin sees every deed you do; He observes your reactions to situations and even 
witnesses your inner thoughts. Remind yourself constantly of this fact and let it motivate you 
to stay away from sins and temptations. Al-Muhaymin will protect you from harm and even from 
committing sins if you are mindful of Him and keep remembering Him in your actions. 


2. Accept the decree. 

Believe with certainty that whatever al-Muhaymin gives to you or keeps away from you 
is good for you, even though it does not always seem like it. Allah swt is overseeing everything 
and everything is part of His plan. Complaining about your looks, about others’ belongings, 
about missed opportunities, etc are signs you have to strengthen your faith in Al-Muhaymin. 
Accepting and being content with His qadr (decree) will be your true key to the tranquillity 
(saakinah) in your heart that you are so badly longing for but cannot find in anything else 
in this whole wide world. 


3. Use the Quran, the muhaymin! 

Don’t just read the Quran— interact with it, implement it, and memorize it. The Quran is 
muhaymin, trustworthy in highness, and a witness. The Prophet (sw) said: Verily, Allah elevates 
some people with this Quran and abases others. [Muslim] That is, those who fulfill the rights of 
the Quran will be raised high in this world and in the hereafter; those who leave it will be put 
down. Make the Quran a witness for you and not against you. 


4. Ask Al-Muhaymin. 

Indeed the deen of Islam is itself manners, where anyone that surpasses you in manners, 
is better than you in deen. [Ibn al-Qayyim] While working on your character, never think you 
cannot change for the better, and ask Al-Muhaymin to help you. Ask Him to protect you from 
your own desires and weaknesses. Imagine the protection of a hen for her chicks and know that 
Al-Muhaymin’s protection for you is beyond limits, so whenever you are in a difficult 
situation, you are scared, or feel lost, invoke Allah using this name. 
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5. Protect your heart. 

The Prophet (sw) said: There is a piece of flesh in the body if it becomes good (reformed) 
the whole body becomes good but if it gets spoilt the whole body gets spoilt and that is the heart. 
[Al-Bukharee] Your heart is one of the greatest trusts given to you by Al-Muhaymin and it will 
be your most important witness when you stand before Him, so protect your heart. 

How? Gain knowledge about the types of diseases mentioned in the Quran and Sunnah 
and their symptoms, assess yourself, and then seek the cure. Scholars mentioned four of the 
greatest poisons of the heart as: unnecessary talking, unrestrained glances, too much food, 
and keeping bad company. 


O Allah, Al-Muhaymin, we know that You are the One who ensures our well-being. Make us 
mindful of You in everything we do and aid us in accepting and being content with Your decree in 
good and bad times. Make the Quran our close companion and a witness for us, protect and cure 
our hearts from its diseases, and protect us at all times, against others and ourselves, in this life 
and in the Hereafter, ameen! 


Al-Haafidh, Al-Hafeedh: The Ultimate Preserver, Guardian, & Protector 





He is the One Who created and preserves the worlds and what they contain. Al-Hafeedh is 
heedful of all we do and He protects us from things we do not even realize, giving believers 
many opportunities to earn His special protection! 


Meaning: Hafeedh and Haafidh come from the root haa-faa-dhaa, which points out to three 
main meanings. 

1) Guarding, protecting, retaining and taking care of. 

2) To prevent from perishing or becoming lost. 

3) To be watchful, mindful, attentive, and vigilant. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Hafeedh on three occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
44 times in the Quran in eight derived forms. Examples of these forms are haafidheen 
(“guardians”), mahfoodh (“guarded, protected”), and wahaafidh’naahaa (“and We have protected 
it”). 


Linguistically, haafidh is used for someone who memorized the Quran. Al-Hafeedh is the 
Ultimate Preserver, Guardian and Protector of the whole creation. 


Al-Hafeedh Himself says: “...and you will not harm Him at all. Indeed my Lord is, over all 
things, Guardian. [11:57] ...We might make evident who believes in the Hereafter from who is 
thereof in doubt. And your Lord, over all things, is Guardian. [34:21] 


Allah negated forgetfulness on Himself; He will protect and guard knowledge and never forget it. 
Musa (as) testified to this fact, saying: The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a Record. My 
Lord is neither unaware nor He forgets. [20:52] We should know that haafidh is made of three 
aspects: first knowledge (‘ilm), then preservation (hifdh) and then recompense (hisaab). For 
example, removing a small piece of dirt from the floor so it wouldn’t make someone slip. Even 
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though no one saw it, you need to be sure Allah knows about it, then you should be sure He will 
preserve it (hifdh) and finally you should be certain that Al-Hafeedh will recompense you for it. 


This goes for anything anyone does for Allah’s Sake! Therefore, there’s a relation between the 
beautiful names Al-‘Aleem (the All-Knowing), Al-Hafeedh (The All-Preserving) and Ash- 
Shakoor (The Appreciative). 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Be motivated by Al-Hafeedh. 

Al-Hafeedh is heedful of everything you do by His knowledge, He orders His angels to 
record everything you do. Even the smallest deeds, like coming to an Islamic lecture, sitting 
nicely, and making notes— Al-Hafeedh will preserve and appreciate it. When you know this you 
will really be a slave of Allah swt and not of people. 


2. Fear Al-Hafeedh. 

He is also Al-Hafeedh when you do bad actions. Remember even with your “very small” 
wrong deed He sees, preserves, and will recompense you for it unless you repent. For example, 
in prayer you need presence of the heart; khushoo' means presence of the heart (hudoor al qalb) 
plus understanding (fahm). 

Maybe in only one rukoo you remember Allah and the rest of the time your heart is 
distracted or heedless. Allah is hafeedh and knows you only remembered Him in rukoo’; then He 
will keep this remembrance in rukoo’ for you and will reward you according to this. Depending 
on whether your deed was good or bad al-Hafeedh will reward you or punish you, so this name 
gives you both hope (rajaa) and fear (al-khawf or khashiyah). 


3. Remember people. 

One of the sifaat ul mu’mineen (attributes of the believers) is being mindful and 
attentive to others. Maybe you met someone once and you lent her your pen and she remembers 
that so many years later, you would feel happy. The best example of this quality of remembering 
is the Prophet (sw), who never forgot Khadeejah (ra). 


4. Memorize the Quran. 
Work hard to be of those who preserve His Book, the Quran, by memorizing it. When 
memorizing His Book, call upon Al-Hafeedh and ask Him to preserve and keep it in your mind. 


5. Purify your heart. 

For example, you talk bad about someone just because you dislike them. Al-Hafeedh will 
never forget what you did; this knowledge will be preserved with Him and maybe after a period 
of time you will be put in the same situation where you are innocent and yet someone accuses 
you wrongly or says something untrue about you. When this happens, you should recall and 
repent for what you did to someone else. Al-Hafeedh is giving it as a test to nurture you because 
He has this knowledge preserved whereas maybe you forgot or saw it as insignificant. 


6. Strive for the special protection of Al-Hafeedh. 
Aboo Tayyib At-Tabaree, an early scholar, was about hundred years old and he was 
physically strong like the young man. Once after an exhausting journey, Aboo Tayyib At-Tabaree 
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jumped off the boat on the land. People were amazed. He said: When I was a young man, I 
preserved these bodily limbs from the disobedience of Allah and Allah preserved them for me in 
my old age. [Ibn Rajab] To receive the special protection of Al-Hafeedh in your religion and your 
worldly affairs, the Prophet (sw) said: Guard Allah (His commands) and He will guard and 
protect you. [Ahmad, At-Tirmidhee] 


7. Be thankful to Al-Hafeedh. 

Al-Hafeedh preserves your body in an amazing way; only imagine if your blood would 
freely flow into your brain. Be thankful to Al-Hafeedh for the way He preserves you and protects 
you in ways you don’t even realize. 


8. Reflect on your environment and increase your awe for Al-Hafeedh. 

Allah is Al-Hafeedh and He guides humans for a means to even preserve food, health, 
and wealth. Look around you and be amazed by the way He is able to preserve even the biggest 
creations. It is He Who preserved the sky from falling on us. We come up with ways by His 
permission to preserve even the food in fridges and by salt so we can use it longer, as well as the 
money in the bank. 


9. Repent to Al-Hafeedh. 

This name should shake you even more than the name Al-‘ Aleem, because Al-Hafeedh 
not only implies that He knows everything, He even remembers the smallest things. You need the 
forgiveness of Al-Hafeedh, so another important impact of this name is that it will make you not 
delay but hasten to repent. 


O Allah, Al-Hafeedh, we know that You preserve all there ever was, is, and will be. Give us your 
special protection by aiding us to fulfill Your commands, help us to be mindful of even the 
smallest sins, and make us rush to repent and be thankful to You for Your protection. Honor us by 
making us of those who memorize the Quran and support us in our belief and awareness of Your 
knowledge, preservation and recompense so we will strive to please You and earn Your Gardens, 
Ameen! 


Al-Waliy: The Protecting Friend 


He is the One who lovingly guards and guides His creation. Al-Walty is the lord and protector of 
creation, showing the path to righteousness. He is the One who protects, guards, and supports the 
believer in this world and the next! 


Meaning: Waliy comes from the root waaw-laam-yaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be near and to be a friend and supporter. 
2) To defend and guard (in a loving way). 
3) To turn towards something. 
4) To be master and lord. 
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Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Waliy on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 232 
times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of these forms are tawallaw (“they turn 
away”), awlaa (“is nearer or woe”), al-mawlaa (“the protector”) and awliyaa (“allies”). 


Linguistically waliy (plural awliyaa) comes from the root word of wilaya, which is the opposite 
of enmity (adawaa). A ‘waliy amr’ is for example used referring to a child’s guardian, who looks 
after his or her affairs, someone who is close and who takes care of the child. 


Al-Waliy combines the near, loving, protective, and guarding attributes of the One who is also 
the lord and master of the universe! Al-Waliy Himself says: And Allah is the ally of the believers 
[3:68] and Or have they taken protectors [or allies] besides him? But Allah — He is the Protector 
[42:9] 


Al-Waliy has awliyaa among the people and Shaytan also has his allies. Indeed there is no fear 
upon the awliyaa of Allah, nor shall they grieve; those who believe and used to fear Allah much. 
For them are glad tidings in this life and the Hereafter. [10:62] 

The allies of Allah will have no fear nor sadness in this world or the next. And Al-Waliy 
will bring light into their lives: Allah is the protector of those who believe, He takes them out of 
darkness into light [2: 257] and the allies of Allah will have victory: Whoever takes a Wali of 
Mine as an enemy, I will wage war on him.[Hadith Qudsi, Al-Bukharee] 


Al-Waliy also mentions the allies of Shaytan and the consequences of their deeds: As for those 
who disbelieve, their allies are the taaghoot who take them out of the light and into the darkness. 
Those are the people of fire, and they will be in it forever [2: 257] and We have made the devils 
allies of those who do not believe. [7:27] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Strive to be Allah’s wali. 

Al-Waliy says in a hadith qudsi: Nothing endears My servant to Me than doing of what I 
have made obligatory upon him to do. And My servant continues to draw nearer to Me with the 
supererogatory (nawafil) so that I shall love him. When I love him, I shall be his hearing with 
which he shall hear, his sight with which he shall see, his hands with which he shall hold, and his 
feet with which he shall walk. And if he asks (something) of Me, I shall surely give it to him, and 
if he takes refuge in Me, I shall certainly grant him it. [Al-Bukharee] 


2. Strive for taqwa. 

Unquestionably, [for] the awliya of Allah there will be no fear concerning them, nor will 
they grieve. Those who believed and had taqwa of Allah... [10:62]. If you want to be a wali of 
Allah, build a relationship with the Quran and ask Al-Waliy to give you understanding of 
its ayahs so you will be inspired to live by them. Al-Waliyy describes the risk of turning away 
from the Quran: Whoever turns away from the reminder of the Merciful, we will assign to him a 
devil, who will be a partner to him [43:36] Another great motivator to increase your taqwa is 
daily remembering and visualizing Jannah. Study the names and attributes of Allah to increase 
your fear and love for Him and pray to be included in the above ayah as one of His awliyaa. 
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3. Be a righteous friend. 

Be a loving friend to others, protecting their rights. The prophet (sw) said: Allah will aid 
a servant (of His) so long as the servant aids his brother. [Muslim] Take any responsibility you 
have seriously in representing someone or supporting someone with their affairs. 


4. Trust that Allah is the best ally. 

Remind yourself that Al-Waliy is the best ally to turn to at all times and put your trust in 
Him. When two parties from among you were about to lose heart, but Allah was their Waliy. And 
in Allah let the believers put their trust [3:122] Take comfort in the fact that He knows your 
enemies and He is your best Helper: Allah is full of knowledge of your enemies, and Allah is 
Sufficient as a Waliy; and Allah is sufficient as a Helper [Quran, 4:45] 


5. Ask Al-Waliyy. 
You will always be in need of the support and protection of Al-Waliy so ask Him to 
protect and assist you in this life, at the time of death, in the grave, and on the Day of Reckoning. 


O Allah, Al-Waliy, we know that You are the most loving Guardian. Make us of your awliyaa and 
guide us to complement our obligatory acts of worship with abundant voluntary deeds. Bless us 
with righteous friends, make us pious friends to other believers and assist us in turning to You 
and trusting in You only as our best Ally at all times, Ameen! 


Al-Mawlaa: The Protector & Master 


Al-Mawlaa is the only one who is truly in control and who provides the most perfect support in 
each situation. He is the one who is near to us, as both our patron and ally, He is our ultimate 
back-up and His help is the only we seek! 


Meaning: Mawlaa comes from the root waaw-laam-yaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be near and to be a friend and supporter. 
2) To defend and guard (in a loving way). 
3) To turn towards something. 
4) To be master and lord. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Mawlaa on 11 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
232 times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of these forms are tawallaw (“they turn 
away”), awlaa (“is nearer or woe”), al-waliy (“the ally”) and awliyaa (“allies”). 


Linguistically, mawlaa comes from the same root as waliy and is a ‘noun of place’ (ism al- 
makaan). Both have the root wilaya which is the opposite of enmity (adawaa). 


A waliy is someone who is WILLING to help, protect and support you whereas a mawlaa is 
more than a waliy; it is someone who HAS the ability to protect you and does so. Allah is Al- 
Waliy, the Ally, the Guardian and He is Al-Mawlaa, the Master and Protector. He is the One 
infinite Protector; He alone is the best to protect and help. 
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Al-Mawlaa Himself says:... That is because Allah is the protector of those who have believed 
and because the disbelievers have no protector [47:11] and ...But if you cooperate against him — 
then indeed Allah is his protector, and Gabriel and the righteous of the believers and the angels, 
moreover, are [his] assistants [66:4] 


Allah mentions a beautiful phrase of dhikr in the Quran: 

But if they turn away — then know that Allah is your protector. Excellent is the protector, 
and excellent is the helper [8:40] This phrase: ni’mal Mawlaa wa ni’mal Naseer — refers to the 
fact that Allah is the excellent Protector and excellent Helper. The same wordings are used in 
another ayah: He is your protector; and excellent is the protector, and excellent is the helper 
[22:78] Even though mentioned separately in the Quran, there’s another popular statement 
closely related in meaning: hasbunAllahu wa ni’mal Wakeel. These two beautiful 
remembrances are often said together: 


Hasbunallahu wa ni’ mal Wakeel (Allah is sufficient for us and excellent Trustee), ni’mal maula 
wa ni’mal Naseer (excellent is the protector/master, and excellent is the helper/supporter/ 
defender) 


Ni’ma means ‘what a perfect, what a wonderful, truly, and excellent.....!’ 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Call upon Al-Mawlaa and strive in His path. 

In both occasions Allah mentions the statement: ni’mal Mawlaa wa ni’mal Naseer, it is 
preceded by the command to strive in the path of Allah and Islam. So if you struggle with your 
soul & wealth and in the way of Allah with all your might, know that Al-Mawlaa will help you 
and protect you in the most perfect way. Use this powerful dhikr in your daily life and reflect 
upon its meaning! 


2. Strive to be of the awliyaa. 

Allah has mentioned the signs by which His close friends or awliya’ may be known. They 
are: faith (eemaan) and piety (taqwa). Allah says: No doubt! Verily, the awliyaa’ of Allah, no 
fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve. Those who believed, and used to fear Allah 
much. [10:62-63] Whoever is a believer and is pious is considered a close friend of Allah, and 
whoever is not like that is not a close friend of Allah. If he has some faith and piety then he is a 
friend of Allah to some extent. Nevertheless we cannot be certain about a specific person, but we 
say in general that everyone who believes and is pious is a friend of Allah (wali) [Fataawa 
Muhimmah, p. 83, 84] So strive to be of the close friends of Al-Mawlaa by fulfilling your 
obligatory acts of worship and supplementing them by many voluntary acts and good deeds! 


3. Know that faith is thicker than blood. 
In the context of your relationship with the Prophet Ibraheem (as) Allah uses the word 
awlaa (oti) in the Quran: Surely the people who have the best claim to a relationship (awlaa) 


with Ibraheem (as) are those who followed him in the past, and presently this Prophet 
(Muhammad) and those who believe in him; Allah is the Guardian (Waliy) of the believers. 


108 


[3:68] Awlaa comes from the same root as mawlaa and means to be more entitled and worthier. 
What you can learn from this ayah is to actively study the lessons from the story of Ibraheem 
(as), subsequently increase your love for him and strengthen your Muslim identity over any other 
identities. Let it motivate you to follow the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (sw) first and 
foremost above cultural practices! 


4. Be helpful. 

Be supportive and helpful to others and instead of being passive, actively look for the 
weak in your community and stand up for their rights. Out of love and fear for Al-Mawlaa fulfill 
your duty in the Ummah to the best of your ability as the Prophet (sw) said: Allah will aid a 
servant (of His) so long as the servant aids his brother. [Muslim] 


5. Do dhikr with this name. 
Every night before you go to sleep, recite the last ayah of surah Al-Baqarah [285-286] in 
which Allah’s Beautiful Name Al-Mawlaa is mentioned: 
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... You are our Protector, and help us against the disbelieving people [2:286] The Prophet (sw) 
said: Whoever recites the last two verses of surah Al-Baqarah at night, those two verses shall be 
sufficient for him [Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim] Put a reminder in your bedroom, memorize them and 
learn the meaning. 


O Allah, Al-Mawlaa, we know that You are the Master and provide the best protection. Aid us in 
striving in Your path and support us with when we do so. Make us of Your awliyaa and support 
us in following the Quran and the Sunnah. Give us the tawfeeg to help others and remind us to 
call upon You with full reliance day and night, in easy and hard times, Ameen! 


An-Naseer, Khayr-un-Naasireen: The Helper 


An-Naseer is the one who helps and supports His slaves. He is the One who backs, strengthens, 
defends, and aids the believers, and there is no helper but Him! 


Meaning: Naseer comes from the root noon-saad-raa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To help or give support. 
2) To defend a cause. 
3) To grant victory or let triumph. 
4) To baptize or make Christian. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself An-Naseer on five occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
158 times in the Quran in 10 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yansuru (“He helps”), 
yantasiroona (“help or defend themselves”), al nasru (“the victory”), nasaaraa (“Christians”) 
and naasireena (“helpers). 
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Linguistically, there are different words used in the Quran referring to kinds of help. Examples 
are ista’anah (linked to Allah’s beautiful Name Al-Musta’aan) which means all sorts of help, 
ayada, az’ara, madda etc. The noun nasr includes help against an oppressor and help when 
wanting to overpower someone else. 


Nasrullaah is the help of Allah which cannot be equalled to any other kind of help. Allah is An- 
Naseer, He is the ultimate Helper, Supporter and Defender of His believing slaves. 


An-Naseer Himself says: ... He is your protector; and excellent is the protector, and excellent is 
the helper [22:78] ...And Allah is most knowing of your enemies; and sufficient is Allah as an 
ally, and sufficient is Allah as a helper [4:45] ...And thus have We made for every prophet an 
enemy from among the criminals. But sufficient is your Lord as a guide and a helper [25:31] and 
... But if they turn away — then know that Allah is your protector. Excellent is the protector, and 
Excellent is the helper [8:40] 


An-Naseer says: But Allah is your protector, and He is the best of helpers [3:150] The help or 
victory (nasr) of Allah is of different types described by the scholars: 

(1) Deserved victory: this type of victory comes with a price, which is faith and preparation. For 
example, the victory of worthiness of the sahabah at the battle of Badr. This is the type of victory 
for the believer who obeys Allah and wins. 


(2) Undeserving victory: this type of victory is not deserved by the faith and obedient behavior 
of a certain group, but Allah decrees victory for them according to His wisdom in that situation. 


(3) Principal victory: this type of victory might not be seen as victory by others, but in reality 
indicates the true victory of a human being. An example are the believers in the story of the 
Ditch described in surah Al-Burooj, who were killed in masses. And the hairdresser of the 
daughter Fir’awn of whom her children and herself were thrown in boiling oil. How did they 
win? They stood by their belief in Allah, in their principles, and gained the ultimate victory: the 
pleasure and reward of An-Naseer for the martyrs is the highest rank in Jannah. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Aid Allah’s cause. 

An-Naseer says: If Allah should aid you, no one can overcome you; but if He should 
forsake you, who is there that can aid you after Him? And upon Allah let the believers rely 
[3:160]. Help in Allah’s cause by defending Islam, spread the message of the Quran and standing 
by your Islamic principle. Teach the children to stand up for the truth by showing them the 
correct role models and hero’s of Islam, both contemporary and from the past. The Muslim 
nation is in need of those who stick to the principles of Islam. So get close to the Quran and 
inspire others to, use it as a guidance in your actions and the help of Allah will come. O you who 
believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will help you, and make your foothold firm [47:7] 


2. Help your brothers and sisters. 

As part of a hadith recorded by Muslim, the Prophet (sw) said: ...Allah is helping the 
servant as long as the servant is helping his brother. The point is to look out actively where you 
can help your brothers and sisters so you will get the help of An-Naseer in return. 
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Sometimes you can help someone financially by paying their debts, spiritually by giving them 
emotional support and advice or even by your reputation or authority. Use all the means An- 
Naseer gave you to help those in need! 


3. Don't be lazy. 

Sometimes people get frustrated and imagine that Allah will not help them. Never 
mistrust Allah and His help! To deserve the help from An-Naseer you must strongly believe in 
Him and His attributes. Take your inspiration from Musa (as): And when the two companies 
saw one another, the companions of Moses said, “Indeed, we are to be overtaken! [Moses] said, 
No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me [26:61-62] But don’t just have faith alone 
without action. You need to prepare as well; don’t be lazy and expect the support of Allah to 
come! So think well of Allah, believe in Him and do whatever you can in taking pre-cautions. 


4. Know help comes from Allah alone. 

Never think you were helped in a certain situation, just because you made the right 
decision or because you were so skillful. Don’t say “I did this and succeeded”, rather say “Allah 
is my Helper and all success comes from Him alone”! A subtle way An-Naseer helps you is when 
He fills your heart with happiness and security when you make a right decision and He fills it 
with anxiety and pessimism when you make a wrong decision. So recognize the help of Allah in 
your life and be grateful. 


5. Live by Surah An-Nasr. 

Surah An-Nasr [110] or the Victory, teaches you many lessons: apply them! This surah 
indicates the successful spread of Islam, the near-approaching death of the Prophet (sw) and 
describes etiquettes to observe after gaining victory after going through lots of struggles. Instead 
of being arrogant, you should praise Allah, thank Him and seek His forgiveness. So next time 
you gain something or succeed after a challenge; say subhanAllah, alhamdulillah and 
astaghfirullah from the heart! 


6. Call on An-Naseer. 

How many times are people diagnosed with fatal diseases, doctors pronounce no hope 
and they are completely healed by the help of Allah? Call for the help of An-Naseer alone — even 
though He might send His help through other people or even objects — and He can help you 
defeat any disease, enemy or any struggle you are dealing with, mentally, physically or 
materially! 


O Allah, An-Naseer we know that You are the only Helper. Make us of those who aid Your cause 
and help our brothers and sisters so we receive Your help in return. Make us strong in our belief 
in Your help and active in seeking it and make us realize You are the only source of help and be 
grateful for it. Grant us victory and success in this life and most importantly the ultimate victory 
of Jannatul Firdaws, Ameen! 
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Al-Musta’aan: The One Sought for Help 


Al-Musta’aan is the One Whose assistance and support are sought and in whom refuge is taken. 
Any help the creation provides to each other, is through His help alone! 


Meaning: Musta’aan comes from the root ‘ayn-waaw-noon, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To seek or ask for help and assistance. 
2) To aid, cooperate and help one another. 
3) To be middle-aged. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Musta’aan on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 11 times in 
the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are wa a’aanahu (“and helped him”), 
ta’aawanoo (“help one another”), nasta’eenu (“we ask for help”) and ‘awaanun (“middle- 
aged”). 


Linguistically, isti’aanah refers to the concept of seeking help. It comes from the same root as 
nasta’een (we seek help), ta’aawun (help one another), and musta’aan (the one whose help is 
sought). Allah is Al-Musta’aan, which means that not only He is the Helper (An-Naseer), but He 
is the only One whose help first and foremost should be sought. He is the One who knows, sees, 
hears and controls all affairs and therefore His help is perfect at all times. 


Al-Musta’aan Himself says: ...And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, Rather, 
your souls have enticed you to something, so patience is most fitting. And Allah is the one sought 
for help against that which you describe [2:18] and... [The Prophet] has said, My Lord, judge 
[between us] in truth. And our Lord is the Most Merciful, the one whose help is sought against 
that which you describe. [21:112]. 


In Islamic context, isti’aanah means to seek help from Allah alone and it is an act of worship. In 
some circumstances seeking someone’s help other than Allah is considered as shirk and in certain 
circumstances it is not. 


Firstly, in some issues you can only ask Allah and Allah alone and asking others in these 
circumstances is major shirk. Examples are asking others to seek blessings, provisions, removal 
of a disease or giving security. Secondly, there are both worldly and religious matters that can be 
sought from the creation, however with certain conditions. An example is when you loose 
something and ask someone to help you look for it. Still you first turn to Allah and then ask the 
assistance of someone else in that matter. 


The one sought for help needs to meet three conditions: they have to be alive, present and 
capable. We cannot ask the dead for help and we cannot ask those for help who are not present 
(the prophets could also not hear the calls for help from people who were not within their 
hearing). And we cannot seek that which others are not capable to give; like asking a shaykh to 
put you in Jannah, even if he is alive and you are with him. Only Allah swt is capable of doing 
so, and asking someone else in this matter would be shirk. 


How can you live by this name? 
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1. Say Allaahul Musta’aan. 

Each prayer you say: You alone do we worship, and You alone do we turn for help [1:5] 
Do you really seek His help? Allaahul musta’aan is a beautiful statement you can find twice in 
the Quran. 


In Surah Yusuf, his sons clearly described something that had not taken place to their father, 
Ya’qoob; no wolf ate Yusuf, but what could Ya’qoob do? All he could do was turn to Allah and 
he said: Allaahul musta’aanu ‘alaa ma tasifoon — And Allah is the one sought for help against 
that which you describe. [Quran, 12:18] We can learn to use this dhikr when falsehood is 
presented as truth which causes you or others difficulty. 


In surah Al-‘Anbiyaa, the Prophet (sw) used this statement himself when disbelievers were 
disrespecting Allah: wa Rabbunar-Rahmaanul Musta’aanu ’alaa maa tasifoon— And our 
Lord is the Most Merciful, the One Whose help is sought against that which you describe. 
[21:112] 


2. Seek Al-Musta’aan first and foremost. 

Ibn Abbaas (ra) said: One day, I was riding behind the Prophet (sw) when he said: O boy! 
I will instruct you in some matters. Protect the commandments of Allah, He will preserve you. 
Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you seek help, seek help from Allah alone; 
and if you need assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And remember that if all the 
people gather to benefit you, they will not be able to benefit you except that which Allah had 
foreordained (for you); and if all of them gather to do harm to you, they will not be able to afflict 
you with anything other than that which Allah had pre-destined against you. The pens had been 
lifted and the ink had dried up. [At-Tirmidhee] 

Focus less on people, don’t fear the effect of anyone’s decisions and know that even if 
people seem to benefit you, the true source is Al-Musta’aan. Even though you are permitted to 
seek help from others; it is crucial you first call on Al-Musta’aan to provide help and rely on Him 
alone and not on others. So next time you borrow money from a friend, or even ask a teacher to 
help you understanding a lesson, first ask Allah to help and guide you and He will provide His 
help, sometimes by means of other people or even objects or animals (think of the birds who 
destroyed the army of Abraha described in Surah Al-Feel)! 


3. Help one another. 

Al-Musta’aan says: And co-operate all of you together upon piety and righteousness. 
Help one another in righteousness and piety; but do not help one another in sin and 
transgression. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in punishment. [5:2] Extend help in that 
which is good and halal to others and never help others in doing that which Allah forbade. E.g. 
helping someone to buy alcohol, committing zina, etc. 


4. Limit yourself in asking others. 

Allah’s Messenger (sw) said: Who will guarantee me that he will not ask mankind for 
anything, and I will guarantee for him Paradise (in return)? So Thawban said, “T”, and he added, 
“And I would never ask anyone for anything.” [Abu Dawood] Even though in cases it is 
permissible to ask others, limiting yourself in seeking aid from others is a characteristic of the 
pious and takes courage and strength and truly reliance on Allah; the promise for those people is 
no less than Paradise. A dhikr you can use in this context is: 
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Say: Allah is sufficient for me. None has the right to be worshiped but He, in Him I put my 
trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne [9:129]. The Prophet (sw) used to say this seven 
times in the morning and evening. Revive this sunnah and live by it! 


O Allah, Al-Musta’aan, we know that You are the only One whose help is sought. Make us of 
those who truly seek Your help first and foremost, beautify us with the feature of not asking others 
often and make us of those who help others in that which is good and encouraged by You, ameen! 


Al-Wakeel: The Turstee/Guardian 


Al-Wakeel is the One Who disposes the affairs of all His creatures, the One Who provides for 
them, grants their requests and fulfills their needs. He assists and protects those who seek His 
refuge, takes charge of His righteous servants’ affairs by guiding them to all that is easy, keeping 
them away from all that causes them hardship and assists them in everything. 


Al-Wakeel is the only One who takes charge of the affairs of those under His care, managing all 
matters as He pleases. He is the One to be relied on, for all power belongs to Him! 


Meaning: Wakeel comes from the root waaw-kaaf-laam, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To appoint or entrust for the care or management of something. 
2) To be a guardian of one’s interests. 
3) To rely upon. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Wakeel on 14 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 70 
times in the Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms include tawakkaltu (“I put my 
trust”) and al-mutawakkileen (“the ones who put trust”). 


Linguistically the wakeel of someone else is the person who efficiently represents him or does 
what he is incapable of doing on his behalf. Al-Wakeel is the ultimate Trustee, guardian and 
administrator of all things and we can trust in the fact that Al-Wakeel will provide the perfect 
resolution for every matter! 


Al-Wakeel Himself says: . . . But it increased them in faith, and they said, “Sufficient for us is 
Allah, and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs [3:173] . . . To Him belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and whatever is on the earth. And sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs [4:171] and 
The Lord of the East and the West; there is no deity except Him, so take Him as Disposer of 
[your] affairs [73:] 


In the ayah in which the name Al-Wakeel is mentioned, Allah gives a reference to His power and 
authority. The name Al-Wakeel is related in meaning to Al-Haseeb (The Reckoner, The Sufficer) 

and to Al-Qadeer (The All-Powerful); we entrust our affairs to Allah because only He has control 
over all things and only He is sufficient for us as provider and reckoner. 
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How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Have trust and work hard. 

Reliance on Allah (tawakkul) means you entrust your affairs to Him, take every worldly 
precaution, and submit to Al-Wakeel for the result. An example is the hijrah for which the 
prophet (sw) and Abu Bakr (ra) planned according to their means. However, they were overtaken 
by the Quraysh. This is when the prophet (sw) calmed Abu Bakr (ra) with a beautiful statement 
of tawakkul, saying: What do you think is the destiny of two people who have Allah for their 
Companion? 


2. Pray istakharah. 

One of the most beautiful examples of trusting in Al-Wakeel’s choice is the istakharah 
prayer. Ask Allah that if the matter is good for you to make it easy for you and if not, to take it 
away and then be content with the decree of Al-Wakeel. Make it a habit to practice this sunnah 
in your daily life, for big and small matters, as the prophet (sw) taught the companions to make 
istakharah in all things, just as he used to teach them surahs from the Quran! 


3. Don't be anxious about the future. 

Many people are depressed or worried about their or their children’s future. Don’t fear the 
power of the enemy, never go for unlawful earnings, and know that you can trust Al-Wakeel 
because He will manage your affairs in the way best for you! Be inspired by what Ibraheem (as) 
said when he was thrown in the fire: Allah suffices me, for He is the best disposer of affairs 
(hasbunallaahu wa ni’mal wakeel)!* Take the example of those who entrusted their souls to Al- 
Wakeel, like Haajar, when she was left in the desert with Ismaeel (as) who said with true belief: 
Did your Lord order you to do so, then He shall not forsake us. 


4. Be someone others can trust and rely on. 

Be someone others can turn to when they need help, and when you have to act on 
someone’s behalf fear Al-Wakeel and fulfill your duty as good as you can. The Prophet (sw) said: 
Allah will aid a servant (of His) so long as the servant aids his brother. [Muslim] 


5. Train yourself to trust Al-Wakeel. 

The first time Musa (as) saw the stick becoming a snake, he ran away in fear. The second 
time he did not run but felt fright within himself upon being confronted by the magicians, and the 
third time, the most difficult of these situations, when the army of the Pharaoh was behind them 
and the sea in front of them, he had no fear; he said what can be translated as, Not at all. Surely 
my Lord is with me; He will soon guide me. [26:62] [paraphrased from the series In Thy Name 
we live by Dr. A. Khaled] 


6. Do dhikr with this name. 

Every morning and evening say: abadi (syed Gy 98 9 cls gi dale oa YI UY aul oua 
“Allah is sufficient for me. There is no God but He. I have placed my trust in Him, He is Lord of 
the Majestic Throne.” Whoever says this seven times in the morning after fajr, and seven times 


after Asr, Allah will take care of whatever worries him of the matter of this world and the 
hereafter. [Abu Dawood, Muslim] 
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The Prophet said: Whoever says (when he leaves his house) — Bismillaah, tawakkaltu ‘alaa 
Allaah, wa laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billaah (In the name of Allah, I put my trust in 
Allah and there is no power and no strength except with Allah) it will be said to him: You are 
taken care of and you are protected and guided, and the devils will move away from him, and 
one devil says: What can you do with a man who has been guided, taken care of and protected? 
[Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi] 


O Allah, Al-Wakeel, we know that You take care of all matters. Make us of the mutawakkileen, 
those who gracefully rely on You and guide us to work in this world to the best of our ability. 
Make us of those others can trust in, protect us against our enemies and ourselves, guard over us 
and make us entrust our souls to you in times of ease and hardship, Ameen! 


Al-Haqq: The Absolute Truth 


Al-Haqq is true in and of Himself and in His attributes; His existence is undeniable and nothing 
else can exist except through Him. His words are truth; the meeting with Him is truth; His 
Messengers are truth; His Books are truth; His religion is the Truth; the worship of Him Alone, 
with no partners or associates, is the Truth; everything that has to do with Him is truth! [Tayseer 
al-Kareem al-Rahmaan fi Tafseer Kalaam al-Mannaan, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahmaan al-Sa’di] 


Meaning: Haqq comes from the root haa-qaaf-qaaf, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be true, genuine, substantial and real. 
2) To be right and to be suitable to the requirements of wisdom and justice. 
3) To be established as fact, to be unavoidable and to happen without doubt. 
4) To be proper and to be in accord with the needs of the situation. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Haqq on nine occasions in the Quran. This root appears 287 
times in the Quran in seven derived forms. Examples of these forms include haqqa (“proved 
true”), ahaqqu (“more right”), al haqq (“the truth”) and al haqqatu (“the inevitable reality”). 


The truth is a value, whereas justice means the truth being put into action. Haqq refers to the One 
He acts in accord with the needs of every situation. He cannot but exist and His essence is 
unavoidable, every truth comes from Al-Haqq! 


Al-Haqq Himself says: And say: ‘The Truth is from your Lord.’ Then whosoever wills, let him 
believe, and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve...[Quran, 18:29] ... So, after the truth, what else 
can there be, save error?...[Quran, 10:32].. And say: ‘Truth has come and falsehood has 
vanished. Surely, falsehood is ever bound to vanish. (Quran, 17:81] 


Surah Al-Haaqqa (69: The inevitable reality) evolves around many concepts of al haqq (the 
truth): 
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—The first section tells us that the coming of the Resurrection and the occurrence of the 
Hereafter is a truth which has to take place inevitably. 


—Then the faith of the communities who denied the truth is discussed. 


— Then Al-Haqq tells us that all men shall appear in the Court of their Lord, where no secret will 
stay hidden. The truth about every single person will prevail. We learn that the people who 
worked for the truth will be blessed with eternal bliss of Paradise, while those who didn’t 
recognize the rights of Allah and denied the truth, will be cast into Hell. 


—Then the ultimate Word of truth is described, the Quran, brought by the Divine to the last 
Messenger, Muhammad (saw). 


—The surah ends with saying the Quran is the Truth and is absolute & pure: and for those 
who deny it, it will be a source of deep regret. 


*These ayahs entered deep into the heart of Umar ibn Khattaab (ra), even though he was not 
Muslim yet! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Be truthful. 

Being truthful doesn’t just mean speaking the truth, it also means seeking honesty in all 
your actions. It means you can never hide the truth and you should abide by the truth, even if it 
is against your personal interests. Al Haqq Himself instructs us: And do not mix the truth with 
falsehood or conceal the truth while you know [it]. (Quran, 2:42] The Prophet (sw), who was 
known as as-Sadeegq al-Ameen, the truthful and trustworthy, is our true example! 


2. Advise others to speak the truth. 

Speaking the truth and always being honest in your dealings with others doesn’t end 
just there, Allah gives us a golden advice in Surah ‘Asr: Except for those who have believed and 
done righteous deeds and advised each other to truth and advised each other to patience. 
[Quran, 103:3] How many of us think about ourselves, but are not strong or committed enough to 
inspire others to seek and stand up for the truth? Do you sometimes hold back a truthful advice 
because you don’t want to ‘hurt’ someone’s feelings? Think a step further, know that a truthful 
advice given in a wise way is the right of your fellow Muslim brother or sister! 


3. Recall His promise in times of hardship. 

Knowing the promise of Al-Haqq is true and firmly believing in this is an amazing 
comfort for the troubled heart. Even though standing up for the truth may bring hardship, 
the promise of ease is true; verily, with hardship there is ease [Surah ash-Sharh] Remain 
steadfast by knowing the reward of Al-Haqq is just and true. They tried to tempt the Prophet (sw) 
with power, but he stood by the truth and he conquered Makkah 23 years after he was forced to 
leave it. 


4. Ask Al-Haqq. 


117 


It is not sufficient to just recognize the truth, it is necessary you act upon it. The same 
goes for evil, you cannot just recognize evil, you must refrain from it. For a believer 
knowledge comes with action. Reflect upon this beautiful dua: 
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O Allah! Enable me to see the Truth as Truth and give me the ability to follow it. And enable me 
to see the falsehood as false and give me the ability to refrain from it. 


5. Don't be deceived 

Al-Haqq tells us: And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, “Indeed, Allah 
had promised you the promise of truth. And I promised you, but I betrayed you. But I had no 
authority over you except that I invited you, and you responded to me. So do not blame me; but 
blame yourselves. I cannot be called to your aid, nor can you be called to my aid. Indeed, I deny 
your association of me [with Allah ] before. Indeed, for the wrongdoers is a painful punishment. 
[Quran, 14:22] 


O Allah, Al-Haqq, we know that You are the ultimate Truth. Guide us to live by and die upon the 
truth and make make us of those who advice others to the truth. Don't let us be deceived by 
shaytan and his helpers. Make us reflect upon the universe and ourselves and witness the reality 
of Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Mutakkabbir: The Supremely Great 


He is the One who is supremely great. Al-Mutakabbir reveals His Greatness and power at every 
moment and in every incident! 


Meaning: Mutakabbir comes from the root kaaf-baa-raa, which has three main meanings. 
1) To be great in size, rank, or dignity. 
2) To be great in age and in learning. 
3) To have rights, privileges, and attributes that others don’t have. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Mutakabbir on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
161 times in the Quran in 18 derived forms. Examples of these forms are kabura (“hard”), 
yastakbiroona (“arrogant”), akbaru (“(is)greater’”’), and al-kibari (“the old age”). 


Linguistically, kibriya means greatness and sovereignty, and it encompasses the meanings of the 
perfection of one’s self and existence; nobody can be described as such except Allah. Allahu 
Akbar (Allah is the Greatest) comes from the same root, as well as the name of Allah, Al- 
Kabeer. 


Al-Mutakabbir is the One who possesses all greatness, Who is above having any of the qualities 


of His creatures, who cannot be harmed by the oppressors among His creation, and whose 
greatness and pride are the utmost. 
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Al-Mutakabbir Himself says: He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the 
Pure, the Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, 
the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him. [Quran, 59:23] 


Allah describes people as mutakabbireen (arrogant) on multiple occasions in the Quran: 


One type of arrogance: They have arrogance in their hearts and actions towards Allah by 
disbelieving in His signs. 


Second type of arrogance: They are arrogant to other people by looking down on them due to 
position, race, wealth, etc. 


The Prophet (sw) said: Allah is beautiful and loves beauty.. arrogance is: rejecting the truth and 
looking down on people. [Muslim, At-Tirmidhee] Only Allah is al-Mutakabbir in a positive 
sense. 


What is the opposite of kibr (arrogance)? It is humility, the adornment of a believer. 


Abu Hurayrah (ra) narrated that the Prophet (sw) said: . . . and no one will exercise humility for 
Allah’s sake, except that Allah will raise him up. [Muslim] 


Urwah ibn Zubair (ra) said: I saw Umar carrying a large leather water canteen on his shoulder. I 
said to him, ‘O Amir-ul-Mu’mineen, you shouldn’t be carrying that’. Umar replied by saying, ‘A 
delegation came to Madinah and I saw their obedience to me, and some ‘nakwah’ (pride) entered 
into my heart and I wanted to destroy it.’ 


We all know of the strong personality of Umar (ra) and yet when a small amount of pride 
(nakwah) entered into his heart, he hurried in an attempt to destroy it before it destroyed him. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be great by being humble. 

O you who believe, whoever of you should revert from his religion, Allah will bring 
forth a people He will love, and who will love Him, (who are) humble towards the believers, 
and powerful against the disbelievers . . . [Quran, 5:54] The greatest strength that you can attain 
is to have true reliance upon Allah and to seek His support in hardship and ease. The highest 
level of greatness you can attain is to show humility (tawaada) to your Lord. Those who are well 
grounded in knowledge say: ‘We believe in it; it is all from our Lord.’ None will take heed except 
the people of understanding [Quran, 3:7]. Don’t follow only the ayahs or hadeeth that suit you, 
but strive to apply the whole message to your daily life and dealings. 


2. Respect others for the sake of Allah. 

O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be 
better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better than them. 
[Quran, 49:11] Your knowledge of others is only by perception. Don’t mock or insult others as 
they might have a higher position with Al-Mutakabbir than yourself! Respect others, even 
though they may possess less beauty, knowledge, wealth, fame, or status or have a different 
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skin color. The Prophet (sw) said: Whoever possesses an atom’s weight of kibr will not enter into 
the paradise [Muslim]. Abu Bakr (ra) said: Let not any Muslim belittle another Muslim, for the 
lowest of the Muslims is great in the Sight of Allah. 


3. Battle arrogance. 

Allah is the only true king and you are His slave— let’s not forget this. It’s easy to fall 
into arrogance (takabbur), thinking you know better and transgressing the limits set by al- 
Mutakabbir. So keep checking your heart for feelings of arrogance creeping in and deal with 
them straight away by reminding yourself of the greatness of Allah. 

Al-Hasan al-Basri said: ‘I wonder at the son of Adam! He uses his hand to wash himself 
from his waste once or twice a day, yet he seeks to compete with the All-Mighty?’ Don’t get 
carried away with your wealth or achievements, know it is from Al-Mutakabbir and not from 
yourself. The way to avoid arrogance is to remember Allah as much as we can until it becomes a 
habit to instantly thank Him for any good that comes our way, so increase in saying 
alhamdulillah! 


4. Be humble to increase your knowledge 

Abdullah ibn Mu’tazz (ra) said: ‘The humble student is the one who gets the most 
knowledge, just as the lowest places on earth collect the most water.’ So always be humble 
towards your teachers and invoke Allah for them. 


5. Ask al-Mutakabbir. 
Every day ask al-Mutakabbir to save you and protect you from the evil of pride and 
arrogance. 


O Allah, Al-Mutakabbir, we know that You are supremely Great. Guide our hearts and actions to 
humility towards You, our Deen and Your creation. Protect us from arrogance and assist us to 
ways to cure any arrogance that entered our hearts. Make us of those who are blessed to witness 
Your Grandeur in Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Kabeer: The All Great 


He is the One who is unimaginably great and perfect. Al-Kabeer embraces all kinds of greatness, 
from rank, size, nobility, and knowledge to mercy, and it tells us that nothing was, is, or will ever 
be like Him! 


Meaning: Kabeer comes from the root kaaf-baa-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be great in rank and nobility. 
2) To be great in size. 
3) To be great in age. 
4) To be great in learning and knowledge. 
5) To have rights above all others. 
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Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Kabeer on six occasions in the Quran. This root appears 161 
times in the Quran in eighteen derived forms. Examples of these forms are kabura (“is great,” or 
“is difficult’), fakabbir (“magnify”), mutakabbireen (“the arrogant)”, akbaru (“greater”), kibaru 
(“old age”), and kubra, kabeer (“great”). 


Linguistically, kibriyyah refers to the concept of greatness. One who is kabeer is someone great 
in rank or skill. Allah is Al-Kabeer— The All-Great and The Most Great; for each of His 
attributes He is the greatest. 


Al-Kabeer Himself says: So the judgment is with Allah, the Most High, the Grand [Quran, 
40:12], . . . because Allah is the Most High, the Grand [Quran, 22:62], and . . . Indeed, Allah is 
ever Exalted and Grand (Quran, 4:34]. 


We’re naturally predisposed to admire those who are most beautiful, most intelligent, most 
eloquent, most powerful, most generous, most merciful, etc. 


However Al-Kabeer Himself says: See how We prefer one above another (in this world), and 
verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in preferment [Quran, 17:21]. The 
poorest in this world can be the richest in the Hereafter; it all depends on one thing: your 
rank with Allah al-Kabeer. 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Say a lot of takbeer. 

Revive the sunnah of The Prophet (saw) by saying a lot of takbeer— Allahu Akbar. 
Abdullah ibn ‘Umar narrates that a man came late to Salah. Upon arriving to the line he started 
his prayer with the following words, Allāhu Akbaru Kabiran wal-hamdulillahi kathiran wa 
subhan Allahi bukratan wa asila. The Prophet (saw), after completing the prayer, asked the 
people who had said this. The man said, ‘O Rasūlullah, I did not intend by it other than good.’ 
The Prophet (saw) said, ‘I saw the gates of heaven open because of those words.’ Ibn “Umar 
added, I never ceased saying these words since hearing the Prophet (saw) say that. [Muslim, At- 
Tirmidhee, An-Nasaa’i and Ahmad] 


2. Find happiness with Al-Kabeer. 

Your original nature makes you seek love and perfection and Al-Kabeer is the source of 
all perfection. So only by turning to Him can your heart feel peace and happiness. In fact, the 
more you get to know about Him, His names and His attributes, the more you’ ll turn to Him with 
true love and devotion and feel secure and peaceful with Him. 


3. Magnify Al-Kabeer in the proper way. 
Allah instructs you: And magnify Your Lord [Quran, 74:3]. Words to magnify Al-Kabeer: 

i) tahleel (laa ilaaha illAllah) 
ii) tahmeed (Alhamdulillah) 
iii) tasbeeh (SubhanAllah) 
iv) takbeer (Allahu akbar) 

**have great meanings; ponder their true meanings, increase in saying them and be careful 

not to misuse them. 
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4. Seek perfection at the source. 

Don’t disappoint yourself by expecting others to be perfect and admiring those with 
wealth or status but no iman. By admiring your Lord, by relying on and trusting in Al-Kabeer, 
The All-Great, The Source of Perfection, you will never be shocked or disappointed, even better 
you will be amazed by His enormous rewards for your little deeds. 


5. Never be arrogant. 

Guard yourself against arrogance (kibr). Never look down on others; you don’t know the 
rank they have with Al-Kabeer. Arrogance can also be found in how you deal with the commands 
of Allah. Look at the sin of Iblees; he refused to bow down due to arrogance. A good tip to keep 
you away from disobedience to the commands of Allah is that whenever you’re about to sin, look 
up and imagine Al-Kabeer watching you— would you dare to look up and say “no” to Him? 


6. Strive for a high rank with Al-Kabeer. 

Glorify Him alone and be humble in life in order to be great in the sight of Al-Kabeer. If 
Allah Al-Kabeer blessed you with being kabeer in this world, e.g. knowledge, job position, or 
any other skill, make others benefit and truly become kabeer to Him in the Hereafter. 


7. Call upon Al-Kabeer. 

Make du’a using this name to ask Him to lead you to deeds pleasing to Him. There is 
no rank higher or achievement better than the attainment of Allah’s good pleasure. It is as Al- 
Kabeer says: Verily, to Us will be their return; and then verily, for Us will be their reckoning. 
(Quran, 88:25-26] Always aim high in your supplications— ask Him for Jannatul Firdaws, the 
highest rank of Jannah, without reckoning. 


8. Be proud of your Lord. 

You shouldn’t be ashamed of Allah’s religion or divine commands. When you’ re offered 
wine to drink, don’t apologize and make excuses like, “Sorry! I have a stomach ache.” You 
should proudly say, “I do not drink wine because it’s forbidden in my religion of Islam.” If you 
really believe that Allah is Al-Kabeer, you should be proud of your Lord in all situations, places, 
and company. 


9, Feel your takbeer. 

What is really akbar in your life? The Prophet (sw) taught you to say Allahu akbar at the 
start and during your whole salah. Whenever you say, or hear, Allahu Akbar in prayer or the 
adhaan (call to Prayer), know what it really means. Know that Al-Kabeer is far greater than 
anything that you could ever imagine or think of. When you raise your hands to start your 
prayer, imagine you’re throwing the whole world behind you and all is about Allahu akbar. 


O Allah, Al-Kabeer, we know that Your Greatness is perfect and beyond our imaginations. Help 
us to reflect on Your greatness in order for us to stay close to Your commandments. Inspire us to 
magnify you in a proper way. Adorn us with pride in Islam, protect us from arrogance, and make 
us of those who attain the highest ranks with You in the Highest Paradise without reckoning, 
ameen! 
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Al-‘Aliyy, Al-A’laa, Al-Muta’aal: The High, Most High, Exalted 


Allah has absolute highness in every sense above all else —highness with regard to His Being, 
majestic position, attributes and absolute dominance. He is high above His creation and 
everything and everyone is under His absolute control and superior authority. 


Occurrence: Al-‘Aliyy: 8 times; Al-A’laa: twice; Al-Muta’aal: once. 


He’s the One Whose loftiness is both in His essence and in His attributes. Al-*Aliyy is above any 
imperfections, above the “Arsh (throne). Our minds are at a loss regarding His greatness and our 
intellect is incapable of conceiving His perfection. 


Meaning: ‘Aliyy comes from the root ‘ayn-laam-waaw, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be high, lofty, and exalted and to ascend. 
2) To overcome and overwhelm. 
3) To advance and exceed. 
4) To be eminent. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-‘Aliyy on eight occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
70 times in the Quran in fourteen derived forms. Examples of these forms are ta’aalaa (exalted 
is He), ta’aalaw (come), ista’laa (overcome), ‘uluwwan (haughtiness), and ‘illiyeen. 


Linguistically, ‘uloow points to the attribute of loftiness, and a person is ‘alee when he is 
prominent. 


Al-‘Aliy Himself said: He is the Most High, the Great (Quran, 2:255] . . . judgment belongs to 
Allah, the High, the Great [Quran, 40:12], and ... the Great, the Most High [Quran, 13:9]. He is 
the Most High, under whose control everything in existence is. 


Al-Musabbihaat are the surahs in the Quran that begin with the declaration (sabbaha) of the 
perfection of Allah. Of the musabbihaat, Surah Al-‘Alaa is the most beloved to the Prophet (sw). 
He loved to recite this specific surah in every single Jum’ah prayer and in both of the Eid 
prayers. 

The first ayah is: sabbi hisma Rabbikal’alaa — Exalt the name of your Lord, the Most 
High. There are many narrations of the sahabahs, including those of ‘Ali (ra), that whenever the 
Prophet (sw) heard this ayah he would say: Subhana Rabbi al-‘Alaa, Subhana Rabbi al’ A’laa 
(Glory to my Lord, the Most High). When this first ayah was revealed the Prophet (sw) said: Put 
it in your sujood. Thus, in every sujood of our prayer we use this version of Rabb (Lord), by 
saying: Subhana Rabbi al ‘Alaa. 


Our good words and deeds rise up through the heavens to Allah Al-“Aliyy. The Messenger of 
Allah (sw) said: Those who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, ‘Glory be to Allah, Allah 
is most Great, all praise is due to Allah’ and La ilaha illallah, these words go around the Throne 
buzzing like bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one of you not like to have something 
with Allah mentioning him? 
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Ali ibn Talib (ra) reported that Ibn Abbas said: The good word is the remembrance of Allah, may 
He be exalted, which is taken up to Allah, and the righteous deed is the performance of 
obligatory duties. Whoever remembers Allah when doing an obligatory duty, his deed carries his 
remembrance of Allah and takes it up to Allah, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers Allah 
and does not perform the obligatory duties, his words will be rejected, as will his deed. [Tafsir 
Ibn Katheer] So remember— words and actions! 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be humble. 

Among the good manners adorning a believer is submission before the glory of 
Al-‘Aliyy. Train yourself to submit to Him, and place no one or nothing above Him in your daily 
life. Fight your desires and train yourself to show patience and gratitude in all situations to please 
Al-‘Aliyy. The Prophet (sw) said: Whoever humbles himself before Allah, Allah will elevate him. 
[Muslim] 


2. Increase your sujood. 

When are we closest to the Highest? When we are in sujood, the lowest position we can 
be in! The Prophet (sw) taught us: Prostrate much because there is no Muslim that prostrates to 
Allah except that Allah raises him one degree in Paradise by it and forgives for him a sin. 
[Ahmad] The more you prostrate, the more you raise your ranks in paradise insha’ Allah, until 
you reach the highest level, Jannat Al-Firdaws. This is where the Prophet (sw) will be. And the 
roof of this particular level is the throne of Al-‘Aliyy! 

Make sure you don’t just prostrate with your body, but also with a heart full of humility. 


3. Have many good deeds rising to Al-‘Aliyy. 
Say a lot of subhanAllah, alhamdulillah, Allahu akbar, and la ilaha illAllah combined 
with your obligatory deeds. 


4. Make use of the third part of the night. 

Al-‘Aliyy descends to the lowest heaven each night; make use of this time to ask, ask, 
and ask. The Prophet (sw) said: The Lord descends every night to the lowest heaven when one- 
third of the night remains and says: Who will call upon Me, that I may answer Him? Who will 
ask of Me, that I may give him? Who will seek My forgiveness, that I may forgive him? [Al- 
Bukhaaree, Muslim] 

*Raising hands for du’a is a Sunnah, however it's not obligatory, you can do du’a even while 
lying down in bed. 


5. Call upon Al-‘Aliyy. 
Call upon Al-‘Aliyy, using this beautiful name in your du’a, and ask Him with the highest 
aspirations for the highest Paradise without reckoning! 


6. Say subhanahu wa ta’alaa. 
Make it a habit to say ‘subhanahu wa ta’alaa’ (glorified and exalted is He) when you 
mention Allah. 
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O Allah, Al-‘Aliyy, we know that You are far above any imperfection. Help us to be humble, to 
fight our desires, and to never place anyone or anything above You. Make us increase our sujood 
with body and heart. Accept our good words and deeds and aid us to pray to you night and day. 
Elevate our ranks until we reach the highest Paradise, ameen! 


Al-Muta’aal or Al-‘Alee: The Most High 


He’s the One who is exalted above the whole creation. Al-Muta’aali is beyond the highest, far 
beyond any thoughts, limits, and ideals of mankind, He is sublime and is above everything due to 
His might and perfection! 


Meaning: Muta’aali comes from the root ‘ayn-laam-waaw, which points to 4 main meanings. 
1) To be high, lofty, and exalted and to ascend. 
2) To overcome and overwhelm. 
3) To advance and exceed. 
4) To be eminent. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Muta’aali on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
70 times in the Quran in fourteen derived forms. Examples of these forms are ‘aaliyatin 
(elevated), al-‘ulyaa (the highest), fata’aalayna (“then come”) and /a’aali (“a tyrant”). 


Linguistically, uloow points to the attribute of loftiness and a person is ‘alee when he is 
prominent. The names Al’Muta’aali and Al-‘Alee— meaning “Allah is the highest, above any 
fault, above any imperfection” — are interrelated. 


Al-Muta’aali is the One whose highness exceeds any limits. He is the most lofty and exalted 
and the One who advances, overcomes and exceeds all of creation in His being and all His 
attributes. He is proud & great and His glory is too high to be comprehended by us! 


Al-Muta’aali Himself said: [He is] Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the Grand, the 
Exalted [Quran, 13:9] 


As Muslims we should believe that Allah is One with no partner or associate in His Lordship 
(ruboobiyyah), divinity (‘uloohiyyah) or names and attributes (al-asma’ wa’l-sifaat). 


Tawheed al-‘Uloohiyyah means devoting all acts of worship, both inward and outward, in word 
and deed, to Allah (Al-Muta’aali) alone, and not worshiping anything or anyone other than Allah, 
no matter who he is: Worship Allah and join none with Him (in worship). [Quran, 4:36] The 
reason it is called tawheed al-uloohiyyah is based on ta’alluh lillaah which is worship and 
devotion of Allah accompanied by love and veneration. 


This is the purpose for which the universe was created and laws were prescribed. Concerning 


this, disputes arose between the Prophets and their people, so the stubborn were doomed and the 
believers were saved! [al-Hujjah fi Bayaan al-Mahajjah, 1/305; Lawaami’ al-Anwaar al- 
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Bahiyyah, 1/57] Our goals, our will, and our actions should all be defined to seek the face of Al- 
Muta’aali alone! 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Prioritize. 

Is Allah really muta’aali in your life? You can find out by looking at where the deeds He 
lovingly wants you to carry out, like salah, are on your list. Do you fit your prayers around your 
daily life activities, delaying them, or do you put your prayers first, above anything else? 

Do you first finish watching your favorite TV shows and then see if you have time left for 
the Quran? Do you start your day by checking messages on your phone or by reciting from the 
book of Al-Muta’aali? Test your daily schedule; if your acts of worship don’t have priority, 
change it and you will see how blessed, productive, and peaceful you will feel. Start and end 
your day by reciting the words of Al-Muta’aali! 


2. Don't place yourself above others. 

You cannot do anything except through the power of Al-Muta’aali and everything that 
you have comes from Him. Your position with Al-Muta’aali is determined by one crucial factor: 
the level of your taqwa and righteousness. Mankind! We created you from a male and female, 
and made you into peoples and tribes so that you might come to know each other. The noblest 
among you in Allah’s sight is the one with the most taqwa [Quran, 49:13] Never place yourself 
above others because of your wealth, intelligence, looks, or your lineage! 


3. Call others to Al-Muta’aali. 

You as a human being are the most honored creation of Al-Muta’aali; live up to your 
purpose by not only worshiping Him yourself, but also show others who He is. Do da’ wah to be 
successful! And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good, enjoining 
what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and those will be the successful [Quran, 3:104] 


4. Know that He is high, yet close. 

Sometimes you are so absorbed with stress or grief that you forget Al-Muta’aali, who is 
higher than and above everything, is closest to you. And We have already created man and know 
what his soul whispers to him, and We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein [Quran, 50:16] In 
times of hardship, know that He is the supreme above the throne, but also the only One who 
knows exactly what you are going through, so tell Him all you feel and ask Him to help you 
battle your trials! 


5. Never despair. 

You know you should not despair in the mercy of Al-Muta’aali, however Shaytan often 
tricks into another kind of despair: despair in yourself. Did you ever say: “I will never change” 
or “I will never be able to do this, so why start?” or about someone else: “they will never 
change”? Indirectly you are despairing in the power of Al-Muta’aali! 

When you say “Allah will never forgive me, I’m doing so many bad things”, you are 
actually lowering Him, exalted is He, to human standards of forgiveness! So next time you feel 
like you cannot change a certain habit, or you keep committing the same sin, call upon Al- 
Muta’aali and ask Him to assist you with unshakable belief in His Highness and abilities. 
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6. Ask Al-Muta’aali. 

Jannah has seven levels; the highest one is Firdaws-al-‘aala, the highest level is right 
under the throne of Al-Muta’aali. The Prophet (sw) said: When you ask of Allah, ask Him for 
al-Firdaws, for it is in the middle of Paradise and is the highest part of Paradise, and above it is 
the Throne of the Most Merciful, and from it spring forth the rivers of Paradise [Al-Bukhaari, 
Muslim] Call upon Al-Muta’aali. 


O Allah, Al-Muta’aali, we know that You are the Supreme. Give us knowledge of and lead us to 
prioritize the deeds most pleasing to You and assist us in calling others to You. Adorn us with 
firm belief in your Highness and admit us to the Highest Paradise without Reckoning, ameen! 


Al-Badee’: The Incomparable Originator 


He is the One who initiates and creates in amazing and original ways that have no precedent, 
without any model or example. Al-Badee’ is the incomparable, the unique, and only One who 
originates, commences, invents, and creates in a perfect way! 


Meaning: Badee’ comes from the root baa-daal-‘ayn which points to three main meanings. 

1) To originate, innovate, or start. 

2) To start something, to uniquely contrive without any similarity to anything pre-existing. 
3) To be incomparable, superlative and amazing. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Badee’ on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
four times in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples of these forms are ibtada’oohaa (“they 
innovated”) and bid’an (“a new (one)”). 


Linguistically, bid’ah means an innovation or something new, something not done or said by 
anyone before. It is the concept of innovation in religion. 


Al-Badee’ refers to the one and only Originator who from time and time does something new, 
unlike anything else, originating its existence without the use of any tool and without being 
limited to time or space. 


Al-Badee’ Himself says: [He is]...Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a 
matter, He only says to it, “Be,” and it is. [2:117] 


According to Islamic teaching bid’ah is any invented or innovated way in religion that is aimed 
at worshipping or drawing closer to Allah. This means that this innovative (or new) act, saying, 
or distancing from something, has no proof (or daleel) in the Quran and Sunnah and was not 
known at the time of the Prophet (sw) and the companions. These unaccepted religious 
inventions and innovations don’t include worldly inventions, like technology (e.g. Quran app). 


The Prophet (sw) would start a khutbah (sermon) saying: ...The best of speech is the Book of 
Allah and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad. The worst of things are those 
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which are newly-invented, and every innovation is a going astray... [Muslim] This shows us it is 
forbidden to innovate something in Islam or to follow an innovation someone else started. 


He (sw) kept repeating: Every newly-invented thing is a bid’ah (innovation), every bid’ah is a 
going astray, and every going astray will be in the Fire. [An-Nasaa’i] He also explained that 
when you invent something in Islam this deed will be rejected from you: Whoever innovates 
something in this matter of ours that is not a part of it will have it rejected. [Al-Bukhaaree] For 
example, the sufi dance. 


This shows how important it is to gain correct Islamic knowledge, as any type of bid’ah will not 
be accepted from the believers and can lead to Jahanam. Examples of bid’ah are denying any of 
the five pillars of Islam or of the six pillars of iman (faith), celebrating non-Islamic events and 
declaring that which is haram (forbidden) halal (accepted). 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Stay away from innovation in your religion. 

Study the Quran and sunnah from trustworthy sources so you equip yourself with 
knowledge on what is commanded, recommended, forbidden and discouraged in Islam. Gain 
knowledge about the ways of the prophet (sw) and his companions as these are key to 
implementing Quranic knowledge in your life. The prophet (sw) said: Zf anyone introduces an 
innovation in the religion, he will be responsible for it. If anyone introduces an innovation or 
gives shelter to aman who introduces an innovation (in the religion) he is cursed by Allah, by 
His angels and by all the people. [Abu Dawood] Ask Al-Badee’ to protect you from innovation. 


2. Follow the prophet (sw). 

The prophet (sw) said: Leave me as I leave you, for the people who were before you were 
ruined because of their questions and their differences over their prophets. So, if I forbid you to 
do something, then keep away from it. And if I order you to do something, then do of it as much 
as you can. [Al-Bukharee] 


And: ...we were with ‘Umar and he said: We have been forbidden to undertake a difficult task 
beyond our capability (i.e. to exceed the religious limits, e.g., to clean the inside of the eyes while 
doing ablution). |Al-Bukhaaree] Never change or twist the meaning of the Quran or Sunnah to 
suit your desires. Be honest and take responsibility for your choices. Be careful with cultural 
activities; if they don’t contradict the Quran and sunnah there is no harm, but if they contradict 
Islam, avoid them. 


3. Revive a sunnah. 

The prophet (sw) said: He who starts a good sunnah will be rewarded for it, in addition to 
receiving rewards equal to the rewards of those who follow him into it. Whereas he who starts a 
bad sunnah will be burdened with it, in addition to receiving burdens equal to the burdens of 
those who follow him into it. [Muslim] The only good sunnah is a revived sunnah and not a 
newly-invented one! 


5. Present Islam in a correct way. 
When presenting Islam to someone, present the Quran and Sunnah and not your opinion. 
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6. Ask Al-Badee’. 

. . . Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to 
it, ‘Be,’ and it is. (Quran, 2:117] Know there is no problem too big, no situation too challenging, 
and no difficulty too hard as long as you call upon Al-Badee’ to ask for His support and for your 
every need. 


O Allah, Al-Badee’,we know that You are the incomparable Originator. Make us of those who 
follow Your rope, gain correct knowledge of Your Book and the sunnah and protect us from 
bid’ah. Guide us in reviving the ways of Your prophet correctly, make us convey the message of 
Islam to others as You revealed it and adorn us with complete faith and trust in Your power to 
create and originate, Ameen! 


Al-Hameed: The Most Praiseworthy 


He is the One who deserves all praise and honor. Al-Hameed is the only One who is truly worthy 
of all praise and thanks! 


Meaning: Hameed comes from the root haa-meem-daal, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To praise with a sense of deep adoration and submission. 
2) To honor or speak well of. 
3) To praise one for what is done by that one’s own will. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Hameed on ten occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
63 times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-hamdu (all praise be 
to), al-haamidoona (those who praise), and mahmoodan (praiseworthy). 


Linguistically, hamd is based on mahabbah (love) and ta’dheem (honor) and it implies 
admiration and gratitude towards the one who is praised (mahmood). Allah is Al-Hameed, He is 
the One who is always deserving of praise, regardless if He is being praised or not. 


Al-Hameed Himself says: And they had been guided [in worldly life] to good speech, and they 
were guided to the path of the Praiseworthy (Quran, 22:24] ...and it guides to the path of the 
Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy. [Quran, 34:6] ...O mankind, you are those in need of Allah, 
while Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy. (Quran, 35:15] 


Believers say Alhamdulillah- “All praise and thanks are for Allah” each day in prayer in 
Surah Al-Fatiha, the first word of Adam (as) was alhamdulillah and alhamdulillah will be the last 
call of the people of Paradise: 

cul EAA Lisalse sai... And the last of their call will be, Praise to Allah, Lord of the 


worlds! [Quran,10:10] 
Whereas hamd means praise, the ‘al’ in al-hamd makes the praise definite and implies 


exclusivity. Al-hamd means all types of praise and every manner of thanks at all times is due to 
Allah. 
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Abu Ja far bin Jarir said: The meaning of alhamdulillah is: all thanks are due purely to Allah, 
alone, not any of the objects that are being worshipped instead of Him, nor any of His creation. 
[Tafseer ibn Katheer] 


Alhamdulillah therefore can be best described by the most complete, perfect, and beautiful praise 
that is deserved by and for Allah ‘azza wa jall only! 


The phrase alhamdulillah occurs 38 times in the Quran and it is the praise that Allah used for 
Himself. Some surahs of the Quran begin with hamd, which announces that all praise and thanks 
belong to Allah, instructs that when we begin something we should begin with praise (like in a 
sermon or when making du’a) and shows us how to praise Allah— by saying alhamdulillah. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Know the virtues alhamdulillah. 

Increasing your Islamic knowledge and being aware of different virtues of acts of 
worship will motivate you to practice them! The Prophet (sw) said: Verily, your Lord likes Al- 
Hamd [An-Nasaa’i]: He (sw) mentioned: the best dhikr (remembering Allah) is laa ilaaha 
illallah and the best supplication is alhamdulillah. [At-Tirmidhee] And: The phrase 
alhamdulillah fills the scale. [Muslim] Realize the virtues of alhamdulillah! 


2. Increase in saying alhamdulillah and feel it. 

Increase in saying this beautiful praise in your daily life. And say it out of deep love, 
honor, and with humility and gratitude to your Lord. Remember Paradise when you say 
alhamdulillah, and ask Allah to make you of those who say: Their call therein will be, ‘Exalted 
are You, O Allah,’ and their greeting therein will be, ‘Peace.’ And the last of their call will be, 
‘Praise to Allah , Lord of the worlds.’ [Quran, 10:10] 


3. Say it when you are blessed. 
The Prophet (sw) said: No servant is blessed by Allah and says, alhamdulillah except that 
what he was given is better than that which he has himself acquired. [Ibn Maajah] 


4. Know that everything happens for good. 

For the believers there is always a win-win situation. The Prophet (sw) said: The affair of 
the believer is amazing. The whole of his life is beneficial, and that is only in the case of the 
believer. When good times come to him, he is thankful and it is good for him, and when bad times 
befall him, he is patient and it is also good for him. [Muslim] Deeply reflect on this hadith and 
say: alhamdulillah ‘alaa kulli haal- alhamdulillah in every case or situation! 


O Allah, Al-Hameed, we know that all praise and thanks belongs to You. Make us of those who 


praise You as you should be praised, guide us in praising you often and sincerely, and make us of 
those who say alhamdulillah in Jannah, Ameen! 
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Al-Waasi’: The All-Encompassing 


Al-Waasi’ is beyond any limits in essence and has boundless capacities. He encompasses the 
whole of creation with His blessings, care, and kindness. He is the Self-Sufficient and is 
sufficient for all. Nothing is beyond Him, and there are no limits to any of His attributes; the 
mind simply can’t grasp His essence and power! 


Waasi’ comes from the root waw-seen-ayn, which carries three main meanings. 
1) That of being vast, sufficient in capacity or size, and spacious. 
2) To be plentiful and bountiful. 
3) To embrace, comprehend, and pervade. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Waasi’ on nine occasions in the Quran. This root appears 32 times in the 
Quran in six derived forms. Examples of these forms are wasi’a (encompasses), wus’ahaa (its 
capacity), and waasi’atun (spacious). 


The concept of waasi’ in the Arabic language points out to something that has no limits; it’s 
something too vast to imagine. This attribute of Allah is in itself limitless, just like His other 
attributes, such as His Giving, Seeing, Hearing, and Knowing. 


Al-Waasi’ Himself says: ...But if they separate [divorce] Allah will enrich each, from His 
abundance. And ever is Allah Encompassing and Wise [4:130] ...That is the favor of Allah; He 
bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing [5:54] ...Indeed, 
your Lord is vast in forgiveness [53:32] 


Al-Waasi’ inspires to a beautiful supplication with an amazing, encompassing answer stating His 
attribute of wasi’a. He says: And ordain for us good in this world’s life and in the life hereafter, 
for surely we turn to you. He said: (As for) my chastisement, I will afflict with it whomsoever I 
please, and my mercy encompasses all things; so I will ordain it (especially) for those who 
guard (themselves against evil) and pay the zakat and those who believe in our signs. [7:156] 


This is your formula for success: in your heart, have fear, as Al-Waasi’ is the Only One who can 
punish whomever he wishes to punish. Have hope, because His mercy encompasses everything. 
In your actions stay away from evil, purify yourself and your wealth, and believe in the signs 
explained to you in the Quran and in the universe. 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Increase in praising Al-Waasi’. 

He is the One whose attributes are immense. Everything connected to Him is immense 
and perfect. Al-Waasi’ is as He praised Himself. We cannot praise Him as He deserves but we 
can try to remember and praise Him as much as we can. Are we really saying subhanAllah, 
alhamdulillah and Allahu akbar all through the day, whenever we have a spare moment? Do we 
really keep our tongue moist with the remembrance of Allah? Remind yourself of this great 
attribute of vastness and increase your daily dhikr! 
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2. Contemplate His kingdom. 

His Kingdom encompasses everything we can see and not see. To appreciate the 
limitlessness of Al-Waasi’, look at His creations. Look at the sky and the galaxy, the balance, the 
perfection and the spaces in the universe that are still unknown to us. Al-Waasi’ says: and the 
heavens we raised high with power, and most surely we make things ample. [51:4] 


3. Ask Al-Waasi’. 

His power encompasses everything and there’s nothing Al-Waasi’ can’t do. He’s never 
distracted by anything in his infinite sphere of activities and knowledge. He has sufficient means 
to respond to each single request in His tremendous dominion. So ask Him for every need you 
have and turn to Him with every worry you feel. 


4. Be an ambassador of good. 

His dominion is incredible and vast. Al-Waasi’ placed you on this world and watches 
your every move. All you did, do, and will do is embraced by His knowledge. Your only God 
is Allah; there is no god but He; He comprehends all things in (His) knowledge [20:98]. Take 
your role on this earth seriously and be an ambassador of Islam by showing good manners and 
calling others to Al-Waasi’. 


5. Never despair in any characteristic of Allah. 

Despairing in any capacity of Al-Waasi’ means you are putting a limit on the One whose 
abilities are beyond any limit; may Allah protect us from this thinking! If you think that He can’t 
forgive you because you’re too evil, you’re denying this attribute because His mercy is limitless! 
So never despair in any of His roles, whether The Provider, The Judge, The Answerer of Prayers; 
be firm in faith that all His capacities cannot be limited by anything or anyone. 


6. Be aware of your actions. 

Al-Waasi’ says: And to Allah belongs the east and the west. So wherever you turn, there is 
the Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing [2:115] Even though this 
ayah was revealed regarding the direction of the prayer (qibla), you can also let it inspire you to 
be aware in your actions of the all-encompassing knowledge, hearing, mercy and might of Al- 
Waasi’! 


7. Embrace others with your kindness. 
Include all servants of Al-Waasi’ in your kindness and good treatment at all times and be 
gracious to people and be attentive to the requests of those who ask you. 


O Allah, Al-Waasi’, we know that You are the One who encompasses everything and everyone. 
Make us of the dhaakireen— those who constantly remember Your vastness and perfection and 
whose actions reflect this awareness. Inspire us to contemplate Your endless dominion and make 
us turn to You for every request. Guide us in being good, kind, and ambassadors of Your religion 
on this earth, and enable us in our faith to never doubt any of Your characteristics. Ameen! 
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Al-Majeed: The Most Glorious & Honorable 


He’s the One Whose essence is pure and absolute perfect: His dazzling glory, dignity, nobility, 
honor and limitless compassion and generosity to us is without any fault or deficiency. All praise 
and glory is for Him only due to the perfection of His attributes and His deeds towards the 
creation! 


Meaning: Majeed comes from the root meem-jeem-daal, which points out to the attribute of 
glory and honor (majd). Majd refers to a complete authority(sultan) and sovereignty (“adhamah). 
This root includes the meanings of being glorious, dignified, majestic and exceedingly 
generous. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Majeed on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 4 
times in the Quran as the adjective majeed (Glorious). One who is majeed is a very highly 
distinguished person, from honorable roots and often showing his favors to others. When applied 
to Allah (swt), it’s implied that He’s Al-Majeed — The All-Glorious and Honorable. He is vast in 
greatness, honor, respect, might and glory. 


Al-Majeed Himself said: They said, “Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May the mercy of 
Allah and His blessings be upon you, people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy and 
Honorable. [Quran, 11:73] and Honorable Owner of the Throne [Quran, 85:15]. 


The Name Al-Majeed is related in meaning to the combination of three other Beautiful Names, 
Al-Jaleel (the Majestic), Al-Kareem (The Generous) and Al-Wahhaab (The Bestower). Al- 
Majeed is majestic and beautiful in both His qualities and actions, He treats His slaves most 
generously and gives them gifts beyond any expectations demonstration His Greatness which 
deserves all praise! 


Allah says: Qaaf. By the Quran that is majeed” [Quran, 50:1]. The Quran has the greatest 
status over all books that were sent down, it contains all the goodness of this world and the 
Hereafter and therefore it is the most honorable & respected—complete and perfect Book! 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Follow His book. 

Know that you are a slave of One Who is Perfect so follow His Book, submit to His 
commands and stay away from His prohibitions. Learn to recite, understand and live by the 
Quran to increase yourself in dignity and honor! 


2. Praise Al-Majeed continuously. 

Show Him you are grateful for His favors upon you and praise Him for His perfection. 
Abu Hamzah Albaghdady said: It’s impossible for you to claim you love Allah and not praise 
Him continuously, and it’s impossible that you praise Allah continuously and not see the 
sweetness of that in this life; and its impossible you see the sweetness of praising Allah and then 
be preoccupied with other than him. Not praising Al-Majeed continuously is even a sign of a 
hypocrite. 

Allah said: When the hypocrites stand up to worship they perform it languidly and to be 
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seen of men, and they do not praise Allah but a little [Quran, 4:142] There is no excuse for the 
dhikr (remembrance) of Al-Majeed: Remember Allah , standing, sitting and reclining [Quran, 
4:103]! 


3. Treat others with respect. 

Let the attribute of majd open your heart and treat others with forgiveness and 
patience. Speak kindly to others, smile to them and help other reconcile. Spend your blessings of 
wealth to help the less fortunate and apart from your spending be humble and kind to them. 


4. Reflect on the creation of Al-Majeed. 

The signs of Allah’s majd can be seen all around us, the whole universe and all it contains 
for our benefit is a demonstration of the vast Greatness and Generosity of Al-Majeed. When you 
go through difficulties and trials look around you and realize it is Al-Majeed Who just says Be 
and it is: ... the handiwork of Allah Who has made everything thoroughly [Quran, 27:88] As He 
made everything around you and inside you, He can surely give you a way out of your problems! 


5. Memorize and live by this beautiful supplication. 

When you start praying you say: Subhanaka Allahumma wa bihamdika wa 
tabarakasmuka wa ta’aalaa jadduka wa laa ilaaha ghairuka, which means “Glorified are 
You O Allah and with Your praise and blessed is Your Name and high is Your Majesty and 
there is no god other than You.” 

The actual meaning of subhanaka is “You are pure”. You are free from any defect, 
deficiency or fault. Subhanaka Allahumma means also that whatever test of life that You have 
given me is perfectly alright. I don’t have any complaint against You. If we strengthen this 
feeling then we will have the strongest positive attitude! This supplication combines glorifying 
and praising Al-Majeed and His Majesty beautifully! 


O Allah, Al-Majeed, we know that You are vast in Greatness, Might and Honour. Help us in 
reciting, understanding and acting upon Your glorious Book and make us of the dhaakireen, 
those who remember You continuously with a beautiful glory and praise. Make us respectful to 
others and in others eyes and inspire us to reflect upon Your signs, keep granting us honor 
through Islam and bestow upon us the honour of gazing upon Your Countenance in Paradise, 
Ameen! 


Al-OQawivy: The Supremely Stron 


A A 
Al-Qawiyy is the only One Whose strength is unlimited, inexhaustible, and CS oJ | 
neither preceded by weakness nor followed by a loss of strength. He affects = 
everything yet nothing can affect Him! 


Meaning: Qawiyy comes from the root qaaf-waw-yaa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be strong or to have sufficient power. 
2) To be robust, hardy, or sturdy. 
3) To prevail. 
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Occurrence: This root appears 42 times in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples of these 
forms include bi quwwatin (“with strength”) and lil-muqween (“for the wayfarers in the desert”). 


Linguistically, qawiyy is derived from quwwa, the attribute of strength. Al-Qawiyy is the 
Ultimate in Strength; His attributes of strength never decrease and never have to be followed by 
a period of rest. The perfect strength of Al-Qawiyy is irresistible, and nothing and no one in the 
heavens and the earth can help but submit to it! 


Al-Qawiyy Himself says: ...They disbelieved in the signs of Allah, so Allah seized them for their 
sins. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and severe in penalty. [8:52] And sufficient was Allah for the 
believers in battle, and ever is Allah Powerful and Exalted in Might. [33:25] 


Al-Jabbaar, Al-Qahhaar, Al-‘Azeez, and Al-Qawiyy are all names of power, strength, and 
dominance. Allah’s name Al-Qawiyy is most often paired with His beautiful name Al-Azeez, 
The All-Mighty. Strength is not suited except to those who are honorable; Al-Qawiyy uses His 
Strength in the most honorable ways to show His perfect might. This combination is used in the 
context of Allah ‘azza wajal using His strength to support the believers against the tyrants and 
unjust while using His might to punish them. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Bea strong believer. 

Allah is The All-Knowing and loves to see you knowledgeable; Allah is The Just and 
loves to see you being just; similarly Allah loves to see the quality of quwwa in you as a 
believer. The Prophet (sw) said: A strong believer is better and more beloved to Allah than a 
weak believer, though both are good. Hasten to what benefits you, seeking Allah’s help, and do 
not feel defeated. If some misfortune befalls you, do not say: “If only I had done such-and- 
such...” but say: “It is what Allah decreed, and He does as He wills.” The words “Tf only...” 
open the doors for Satan’s machinations (plots & schemes). [Muslim] Have quwwa in your faith, 
in your determination to enjoin good and forbid evil, in your war against shaytan, in your 
character and in your will to seek knowledge! 


2. Strive for justice and rest assured against the unjust. 

Al-Qawiyy detests strength based on tyranny and injustice. The Prophet (sw) said: No 
nation is blessed unless its weakest members can demand their rights without hesitation. [Sunan 
Ibn Maajah] Be a person in your community who finds it important to be just in even the smallest 
matters, and inspire others to be just and to stand up for the rights of the weak. Rest assured in 
the promise of Al-Qawiyy to those who support His cause: Allah will certainly aid those who aid 
His (cause), for verily Allah is Strong, Mighty. [22:40] 


3. Fear Al-Qawiyy. 

Al-Qawiyy gave one angel the strength to overturn a whole city or uproot a mountain, 
and this angel and all others, despite their enormous strength, the angel trembles out of awe and 
fear of His greatness. So what about us— which powers do we have? Fear Al-Qawiyy and 
recall His strength to motivate yourself when you’re about to do something wrong. 
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4. Reflect the creation of Al-Qawiyy. 

Look at the strength of the heat of the sun: in hours it can melt huge ice surfaces which 
could not be demolished by mankind’s strongest machines. Reflect on the power of the wind, 
which can lift up whole villages and blow them in the air like a feather. Contemplate the might of 
the oceans, swallowing complete countries. Reflecting on creation will help you understand 
the greatness and mind-blowing strength of the creator. Contemplate the signs of Al-Qawiyy 
and act upon them by obeying His commands and staying away from His prohibitions. 


5. Take comfort in Al-Qawiyy. 

Despite His enormous might and strength, Allah is extremely gentle and subtle with His 
servants. Allah is Subtle with His servants; He gives provisions to whom He wills. And He is the 
Powerful, the Exalted in Might. [42:19] Take comfort in Him, your protector, your perfect 
beloved, in times when you feel weak and overcome by worries and difficulties. 


O Allah, Al-Qawiyy, we know that Your Strength is perfect and complete . Make us strong 
believers and aid us to use our strength to strive for justice. Adorn us with reliance on your 
promise against the unjust and enable us to be comforted by our knowledge of Your Strength. 
Inspire our minds to reflect on Your Creation and fill our hearts with fear and awe for Your 
Greatness and irresistible Strength, Ameen! 


Al-Mateen: The Firm & Steadfast 


Al-Mateen is the One of whom in addition to His unconquerable power, His nature is to be firm. 
This combination of possession of the perfect strength and complete firmness of nature means no 
one can ever object to His actions or prevent His orders from being carried out! 


Meaning: Mateen comes from the root meem-taa-noon, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be strong, firm, and hard. 
2) To be solid or robust. 
3) To be steadfast, determined, and sure. 
4) To possess any quality to a strong degree. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Mateen once in the Quran. This root appears three times in 
the Quran in one derived form. An example of this form is mateenun (“[is] firm”). 


Linguistically, mateen means something very strong and very stable; its foundation is 
unshakeable. Al-Qawiyy is the One who possesses the attribute of inexhaustible strength, 
whereas Al-Mateen is the One whose nature it is to be firm, steadfast, and determined. He is the 
One who can easily overcome anything through supreme firmness and strength of determination! 


Al-Mateen Himself says: ....ndeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor 
of strength. [51:58] 
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Al-Mateen says: And I will give them time. Indeed, My plan is firm [68:45]. Allah says that He 
lets people go free for a long time, as this is all part of His plan and according to His wisdom. 
This way people can decide through different events to turn to the truth of Islam or not. 


Some might disbelieve and oppose Islam for years and eventually find guidance. Other times Al- 
Mateen gives the disbeliever a long time to live and the disbeliever carries on doing more evil, so 
he or she is punished more. This also means that believers have the chance to get more reward 
and higher ranks in Jannah through their struggles and good deeds throughout the long 
period of time Al-Mateen gave them. The plan of Allah is firm! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Be firm in following the right path. 

Let the attribute of firmness inspire you to stick to your Deen at all times and be 
determined to follow the straight path with understanding. The means to staying firm on 
Islam are: 

-Hold on tight to the Quran. 

-Strive to understand what you read in the Quran so you can apply the orders, prohibitions and 
motivations in your daily life. 

-Do as many good deeds as you can. 

-Study the lives of the prophets (AS) and follow their examples. 

-Think about the delights of Jannah, the torture of Hellfire and the agony of death. 


2. Call others to Al-Mateen. 

The soul that is not active will stagnate. Giving da’ wah can save you from punishment 
and cause Al-Mateen to make you stand firm yourself. Now then, for that (reason), call (them to 
the Faith), and stand steadfast as you are commanded .. . [42:15] 

Being busy with good will help you against Shaytan’s temptations to lead you astray, 
plus being challenged by obstacles and stubborn people on your journey of calling others to 
Allah can make you a stronger person in faith. 


3. Study the seerah for strength. 

To strengthen your Islamic identity, follow your roots: study the seerah. The Prophet (sw) 
said: Among the people who came before you, there was a man who was taken and put into a 
hole dug for him in the earth, then a saw was put on his head and he was cut into two pieces, and 
an iron comb was used to tear the flesh from his bones, but this still did not turn him away from 
his religion. [Al-Bukhaaree] 


4. Be confident in the plan of Al-Mateen. 

Allah’s plan is mateen— know that nothing or no one can defeat His plan. Even though 
people might plot against you, the reality is Al-Mateen will support the believers as long as 
they are sincere and the ultimate victory will be theirs. So trust in Al-Mateen and strive for 
sincerity in each deed you do. 

Al-Mateen says: And they said nothing but: ‘Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our 
transgressions (in keeping our duties to You), establish our feet firmly, and give us victory over 
the disbelieving folk.’ So Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent reward of 
the Hereafter... .[3:147-148] 
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5. Keep close to firm people. 
Surround yourself with people who are firm upon Islam, seek their advice and be 
someone who inspires others to stay firm too. 


6. Ask Al-Mateen. 

Being able to be steadfast in good and bad times should be one of your daily adiyah 
(plural of dua)! The Prophet (sw) said about your heart: It changes more than a pot of rapidly 
boiling water. [Ahmad, al-Hakim] 


Memorize this dua the Prophet (sw) made and ask Al-Mateen from the bottom of your heart: 
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diss gle gl fare) w oll Clas Ú — Yaa Mugallibal quloob thabbit qalbee ‘alaa deenik. 


Which means: “Oh Turner of hearts, make my heart firm upon Your religion.” Be determined 
to get into Jannah and keep reminding yourself this world is only temporary! 


O Allah, Al-Mateen, we know that You are the most firm. Let us benefit from the Quran and 
Sunnah. Make us firm in our faith, lead us on the straight path, and make us steadfast in good 
and bad times. Make us of those who call others to Islam and bless us with righteous company. 
Adorn our hearts with a strong determination to strive for Your Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Qahhaar, Al-Qaahir: The Dominant & Subduer 


He is the One who prevails over all and to whom all creatures surrender. Al-Qahhaar dominates 
the whole universe, He is victorious over any opposition, and His will is irresistible. 


Meaning: Qahhaar comes from the root qaa-haa-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To overcome, overpower, dominate, or prevail. 
2) To subdue and subjugate. 
3) To compel against someone’s wishes. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Qahhaar six times in the Quran. This root appears ten times 
in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples of these forms are taghar (“oppress”) and al- 
gaahiroona (“the subjugators”’). 


Linguistically, Qahhaar has the structure of intensification and is the intense form of Al- 
Qaahir. Al-Qahhaar is the One with majestic strength. He has the supreme authority and 
ultimate power to do anything; He can subdue anyone to compel him or her to His will. 


The names Al-Qahhaar and Al-Lateef (The Subtle) are sometimes used together to refer to the 
opposing yet complementary ways of Allah; He is The Subduer, but also The Most Wise and the 
Most Just. Al-Qahhaar started life on earth by a blow in Adam’s body and ends by a blow on the 
trumpet. 
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Al-Qahhaar Himself says: O [my] two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, 
the One, the Prevailing? [12:39] Say, ‘Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the 
Prevailing.’ [13:16] and...Say, [O0 Muhammad], I am only a warner, and there is not any deity 
except Allah , the One, the Prevailing. [38:65] 


In each of the six ayaat in the Quran in which this beautiful name is mentioned it is amazingly 
combined with Al-Waahid (The One). Allah demonstrates that every single creature submits 
to Allah willingly or unwillingly and that is by the power and force of Al-Qahhaar; this supreme 
power rests with Him only. The skies, the earth, the angels, and all the creatures obey Him. Al- 
Qahhaar left us the choice: either we come to Him willingly or He’ll make us come to Him 
anyway. Allah says: ...then said to it and to the earth, Come up (you two) willingly (or: in 
obedience) or unwillingly! They (both) said, We come up willingly. [41:11] 


One of the greatest examples is that the whole creation is subdued by death. Allah describes to 
us an amazing scene: The Day when they will (all) come out, nothing of them will be hidden from 
Allah. Whose is the kingdom this Day? (Allah Himself will reply to His Question): It is Allah’s 
the One, Al-Qahhaar. [40:16] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Submit. Surrender. 

What does Islam mean? It means you submit and you surrender to the Lord of the 
Worlds. As his Lord said to him, ‘Surrender’ (i.e., be Muslim), he said, ‘I have surrendered to 
The Lord of the worlds.’ [2:131] Surrender your heart, your limbs, your actions, your speech, 
your senses, your talents, and your skills all to Him by using them to do good deeds. Don’t 
submit to your own desires and whims; submit to Al-Qahhaar willingly. Know that 
submission is not a sort of humiliation but rather an apprehension and a beautiful glorification. 


2. Ponder how Al-Qahhaar expresses His will. 

The sea or the wind can be at times deadly and at other times beautiful and calm. Look at 
how Al-Qahhaar commanded nature to change at His will: the fire that didn’t burn Ibrahim (as), 
the knife that didn’t slaughter Isma’eel (as), the whale that swallowed Yunus (as) but didn’t 
digest him. Teach your children the stories of the Quran and ponder the effect of His will all 
around you, like gravity, water, and fire. 


3. Be kind to the weak. 

Be compassionate and kind to the weak, especially to the orphans and the poor. 
Then, as for the orphan, then do not subdue (him), and as for the beggar, then do not scold 
(tanhar ). [93:9-10] Imagine facing The Subduer, The Ever-Dominating, on the Day of 
Judgement, where people are either oppressors or oppressed. Who will be more fearful? 


4. Be good to people at all times. 

Remember the overpowering attribute of Allah and be motivated to treat people well. 
Umar bin Khattaab (ra) asked his son to put his face in the dust as he was dying so that Al- 
Qahhaar would have mercy upon him. Umar bin ‘Azeez ordered his servant to remind him of Al- 
Qahhaar in case he saw him oppressing anyone. Remind yourself of Al-Qahhaar to be good, 
just, and fair to others at all times. 
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5. Abandon your sins. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Two eyes will not be touched by Hellfire: An eye that cries from 
the fear of Allah, and an eye that spent the night in a guard post in the path of Allah (Jihad) [At- 
Tirmidhee] Al-Qahhaar compels your tongue at the time of your death and you might be unable 
to say la ilaaha illAllah because of your bad deeds. Have you noticed what a simple phrase la 
ilaaha illAllah is and that you can say it without even moving your lips? Still it is the will of Al- 
Qahhaar that will enable you or not enable you to say it. So abandon your sins and remember the 
power of Al-Qahhaar to subdue your limbs. 


6. Ask Al-Qahhaar. 

The Prophet (sw) would say when he turned during sleep at night: None has the right to 
be worshipped except Allah, The One, Al-Qahhaar. Lord of the heavens and the Earth and all 
between them, The Exalted in Might, The Of-Forgiving [Al-Bukaaree, Muslim] Revive this 
sunnah in your life. 


O Allah, Al-Qahhaar, we know that You overpower everything. Make us of those who bow to You 
in Islam, adorn us with apprehension of You, and aid us to surrender our hearts and our actions 
to You only. Make us ponder Your power, abandon our sins, and be kind to the weak, ameen! 


Al-Qaadir, Al-OQadeer: The Powerful 


Al-Qadeer is the One with complete power. He is the One who decrees; He simply says, Be! 
and it is. “Kun, faya kun!” Al-Qadeer needs no means to do anything! 


Meaning: Qadeer comes from the root qaaf-daal-raa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To have the power to accomplish, to be capable. 
2) To distribute something, or to make manifest. 
3) To decree or ordain. 
4) To prevail. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Qadeer on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 132 
times in the Quran in 11 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yagdiru (“he has power’), 
qaddarnaa (“we have decreed”), al-gadr (“of power”) and gaadirun (“is Able”). Allah refers to 
Himself with the nominal qadeer 45 times in the Quran, of which one mention is Al-Qadeeru, 
The Powerful. 


Linguistically qadeer, qaadir, and muqtadir are all derived from the root qaaf-daal-raa and all 
of them demonstrate that power is established as an attribute of Allah and that He has absolute 
Power. He is the One who is capable of doing everything, who has perfect power over the 
creation, who measures everything with perfection, and who is the One who decrees all that 
was, is, and will ever be. His ability combined with His infinite Knowledge makes Him Al- 
Qadeer and Al-Aleem! 
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Al-Qadeer Himself says: ...Allah is the one who created you from weakness, then made after 
weakness strength, then made after strength weakness and white hair. He creates what He wills, 
and He is the Knowing, the Competent. [30:54] 


.. Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things competent [67:1] 


.. df He wills, He can do away with you, O people, and bring others [in your place]. And ever is 
Allah competent to do that [4:133] 


Al-Qadeer has the power to replace a whole nation with another one in whatever way He wants. 
With His power He can make large pieces of the earth lifeless and at the same time grant or 
withhold great amounts of possessions from whomever He wills. 


Just as the power of His punishment is unparalleled, so is His power to grant mercy to His 
sincere slaves. As a reward for their patience, certainty of faith, and trust in Him, Al- 
Qadeer uses His power to help His servants out of difficulties. 


We find beautiful examples of His power in saving Ibrahim (as) from the fire, Yunus ‘(as) from 
the belly of the fish, Yusuf (as) from the well, and the other innumerable moments He helps, 
relieves, saves, and comforts His servants throughout their lives. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Know that everything is predestined. 

How often have you been upset because you’ ve lost money, possessions, or a job? Some 
even respond immediately by asking, Why me? What did I do wrong? Remind yourself in good 
and bad times of the following powerful hadith and let it increase you in tawakkul (reliance) 
upon Al-Qadeer at all times! 


The Prophet (sw) said: Know that even if the whole community were to gather together to 
benefit you with something, they would not benefit you with anything except that which 
Allah has already recorded for you, and that if they gather together to harm you with 
something, they would not be able to harm you with anything except that which Allah has 
already recorded against you. [At-Tirmidhee] Cure your heart from rancor (bitterness or 
resentfulness, especially when long-standing) and envy by believing that all affairs are by the 
decree of Al-Qadeer! 


2. Be content. 

Follow the pious predecessors by striving to be content with the decree of Al-Qadeer. 
This means that you realize that everything that happens to you is pre-destined but also that you 
try to not feel any bitterness when you are tested. 

Rida (contentment) is the praiseworthy station of not only recognizing, but also being 
pleased with the decree of Allah. Don’t ever let your love for Al-Qadeer decrease when 
something doesn’t go your way! Contentment is the greatest door that one enters to Allah. It 
is the source of tranquility for the worshiper and paradise on earth. Whoever does not enter it 
will not enter the Paradise in the Hereafter [Ibn Taymiyyah] 
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3. Pray istakhaarah. 

Whenever you have a decision to make, no matter how big or small, consult Al-Qadeer 
and ask Him to choose what is best for you and your deen, in this life (duniya) and in the 
Hereafter (akhirah), by praying the sunnah istakhaarah prayer. 


4. Say alhamdulillah. 

It’s easy to say alhamduilliah when good happens to you, but we should also praise Al- 
Qadeer when we go through hardship. Next time you are tested, say alhamdulillah from your 
heart and mean it, and inspire others to do so! Alhamdulillah ‘alaa kulli haal — all praise 
belongs to Allah in any case or circumstance, no matter what He decrees! 


5. Express your need to Al-Qadeer. 

By nature we love those who are competent. For example, when you are weak you desire 
the protection of someone who is strong. Know that Al-Qadeer can make everything happen by 
His Power, so ask Him. Seek refuge in Him for protection, ask Him to cure your heart, and 
know that there is no limit to His power. 

Only Al-Qadeer is able and fully capable to give you a way out of every difficulty. The 
Prophet (sw) said, If anyone constantly seeks pardon (from Allah), Allah will appoint for 
him a way out of every distress and a relief from every anxiety, and will provide sustenance 
for him from where he expects not. [Abu Dawud]. So increase your istighfaar (seeking 
forgiveness) by saying istaghfirullah. 


O Allah, Al-Qadeer we know that Your power is perfect. Adorn us with patience and 
contentment with your decree and help us inspire others to do so. Help us to turn to You and to 
consult You in big and small matters, and enable us to seek Your forgiveness in abundance. 
Ameen! 


Al-Mugtadir: The Powerful Determiner 


Al-Mudatadir is the One who has the power & ability to do whatever He decides. His Power 
enforces all decrees and His decree prevails in every situation! 


Meaning: muqtadir come from the root qaaf-daal-raa, which points to 4 main meanings. 
1) To accomplish, to be capable. 
2) To measure, to distribute something, or to make manifest. 
3) To decree or to ordain. 
4) To prevail. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Muqtadir on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
132 times in the Quran in 11 derived forms. Examples of these forms are taqdiru (“is decreed”), 
gadran (“a measure”), and maqdooran (“destined”). Allah refers to Himself with the active 
participle muqtadir four times in the Quran, of which two mentions of Muqtadirin, (The) 
Powerful One, Most Powerful, or the Omnipotent. 
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Linguistically qadeer, qaadir, and muqtadir are all derived from the root qaaf-daal-raa, all 
pointing to the all-prevailing and perfect Power of Allah. Muqtadir is the intensive form of the 
root which refers to the use of supreme power to actively enforce whatever His wisdom decides. 
The ‘mu?’ at the beginning of the word in Arabic refers to a means, or the embodiment of an 
action, which results in translations as the do-er or the one who is, eg Muslim, one who submits. 


Al-Muqtadir Himself says: ...They denied Our signs, all of them, so We seized them with a 
seizure of one Exalted in Might and Perfect in Ability [54:42) .. Jn a seat of honor near a 
Sovereign, Perfect in Ability. [54:55] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Never think you can depend on your own powers. 

Your tawfeeq (ability) is from Al-Muqtadir only, your success is not because of yourself 
but because He enabled you to accomplish matters. When you show your need for Him, Al- 
Mudgtadir will support you but when you think you can depend on your own power for even the 
blink of an eye, He will abandon you. And let not those who disbelieve think that they can 
outstrip (escape from the punishment). Verily, they will never be able to save themselves [8:59] 
We often take this ayah as not for us as we are no disbelievers, but how often do we fall into the 
trap of thinking that ‘our children are good, because we raised them well’ or ‘I have this job, 
because I am clever.’ Always humble yourself by thinking: all I have is from Allah Al- 
Mugtadir! 


2. Practice your belief. 

When someone is diagnosed with a fatal disease, they should still think, Allah ‘azza wajal 
is able to do all things! It is easy to say, Allah is capable to do all things, but do you really live by 
this? The companions of Musa (as) said: “We are sure to be overtaken.” Musa said: “Nay, verily 
with me is my Lord. He will guide me.” [26:61-62] He was alone facing many enemies, but his 
belief in the determining power of Al-Mugtadir was unshakable, let this be your example when 
you feel overpowered or hopeless and tell yourself: Allah is really able to do all things and He 
will guide me through this! 


3. Be grateful for the hidden blessings. 

Al-Mudatadir forces each and everything in this world to happen according to His infinite 
wisdom. There is a reason behind everything and only as a believer can you benefit from each 
situation in your life, good or bad. Allah had completed and perfected His Grace upon you, 
(both) apparent and hidden [31:20] Thank Al-Muqtadir each day for His hidden blessings! 


4. Remember the dua of the Prophet Yunus. 

But he cried through the darkness: Laa ilaaha illaa anta [ none has the right to be 
worshipped but You, subhanaka [Glorified and Exalted are you], innee kuntu min adh- 
Dhaalimeen [truly, I have been of the wrong doers]. So We answered his call, and delivered 
him from the distress. And thus We do deliver the believers [21: 87-88] By narrating this story in 
the Quran, Al-Muqtadir made this event into a daily life lesson for every believer: no matter 
how dark your situation is, turn to Al-Mugqtadir, recognize His position, realize your 
position and He will give you a way out. 


143 


5. Value the importance of peace of mind. 

The decree of Al-Muqtadir comes from perfect knowledge and power and it controls our 
daily life. You are making hundreds of choices each day responding to many different 
situations, and each time you have the choice: do I turn to Allah or do I turn away from Him? 
You can get angry, or try to have patience. You can swear or remain quiet, you can backbite or 
you can talk good about others. Al-Mugtadir says: Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do 
hearts find rest [13:28] Al-Muqtadir gives money, power, intelligence and beauty to people, but 
He decrees true peace of mind to His believers only! So with every choice you make throughout 
your day, remember Allah. 


O Allah, Al-Mugqtadir we know that Your power enforces all decrees. Guide us to practice our 
belief in Your All-ability and capability, make us grateful for all that you decreed for us, save us 
from arrogance and grant us with tranquil hearts who remember you abundantly, Ameen! 


Al-Jabbaar: The Compeller, The Restorer 


He is the One who compels all things according to His will. Al-Jabbaar is the Highest One, who 
irresistibly restores, repairs, and completes all of creation! 


Meaning: Jabbaar comes from the root jeem-baa-raa which points to three main meanings. 
1) To compel and force someone to do something. 
2) To be supreme and high. 
3) To repair, to mend, or to restore something. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Jabbaar on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears ten times in the 
Quran in one derived form. Examples of this form is jabbaaran (“a tyrant”), bijabbaarin (“the 
one to compel”) and jabbaareena (“of tyrannical strength”). 


Linguistically, jabbaar has the structure of intensification. Jaabir points to one who compels or 
restores and jabeerah is used for a splint, to help broken bones. Al-Jabbaar is the ultimate 
compeller; whatever He wills happens. He is the highest and the One who fixes the situation for 
His creation. 


Nine times jabbaar refers to the people oppressing others and only Allah is al-Jabbaar in a 
positive sense. His might is in the sense of power; Al-Jabbaar is the One who compels the 
tyrants, overwhelming them with His power and might. 


Al-Jabbaar Himself says: He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, 
the Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller. [59:23] 


His might is in the sense of mercy; Al-Jabbaar mends the broken-hearted by restoring peace of 
mind as well as reward if they are patient. And the heart of Musa’s mother became empty [of all 
else]. She was about to disclose [the matter concerning] him had We not bound fast her heart that 
she would be of the believers. [28:10] Allah Al-Jabbaar mended her heart and so He is 
comforting to the oppressed and firm with the unjust; both Fir’awn and the mother of Musa 


144 


(as) will deal with Al-Jabbaar. He is the One Who solaces and comforts the oppressed and 
punishes the tyrants and arrogant. 


His might is also in the sense of greatness; Al-Jabbaar is far above His creation, yet close to 
them, hearing and seeing all they say, do, and even think. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Reflect on how Al-Jabbaar compels you. 

Al-Jabbaar compels you by creating you in the way He wills you to be. You are 
compelled to accept your form and shape as well as the beating of your heart, your blood 
circulation, firing nerve cells, the way your brain works, falling asleep, and waking up. These are 
all involuntary actions— they are compelled by Allah’s power. Every day, take time to reflect on 
the way you are made and let it increase you in emaan in the perfect power and might of Al- 
Jabbaar, Who compels the creation to be as He wishes. 


2. Don't be jabbaar. 

The attribute of jabr does not befit people; you are supposed to be an ‘abd (slave) of Al- 
Jabbaar. Jabbaar is not just tyrant ruler; you can be jabbaar when you harm or hurt other people’s 
feeling or undermine their authority. Thus does Allah seal over every heart [belonging to] an 
arrogant tyrant. [40:35]. 

An example is not listening to your parents and hurting them by your words or actions. 
And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him, and to parents, good treatment. 
Whether one or both of them reach old age [while] with you, say not to them [so much as], “uff,” 
and do not repel them but speak to them a noble word. [17:23]. So never be arrogant. 


3. Mend someone’s heart. 

If you have oppressed someone, ask for their forgiveness straight away. If you see people 
suffering, try to talk to them and show them your care. Mend someone’s heart because Al- 
Jabbaar will mend yours in times of need. 


4. Turn to Al-Jabbaar to fix your faults. 

Do you feel like you don’t have enough time or skills to accomplish your goals? Never 
lower your standards; rather raise your faith in Al-Jabbaar to fix your deficiencies, put your life 
in order, and transform your sins into good deeds! Seek shelter in Him from all your distresses; 
take this as a general rule in your life. 


5. Ask Al-Jabbaar. 

4 The Prophet (sw) used to say between two prostrations in prayer: O Allah, forgive me, 
have mercy upon me, guide me, support me, protect me, provide for me and elevate me [Abu 
Dawood, Ibn Majah, At-Tirmidhee] Wajburnee refers to “reform or fix” my affairs. 


The Prophet (sw) also said in prostration and bowing: How perfect He is, The Possessor of total 


power (jabaroot), sovereignty, magnificence and grandeur [Abu Dawood] Memorize these 
supplications so you can benefit from them. 
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O Allah, Al-Jabbaar, we know that You are the One who compels and restores and who is 
Highest. Mend our hearts when we are distressed and protect us from oppression and from being 
oppressive to others. Make us obey Your commands willingly, and enable us to reach all our 
goals which are pleasing to You, ameen! 


Al-Khaalig, Al-Khallaag: The Creator or the Maker 


He is the One who creates everything from nothing. Al-Khaaliq invents and perfects according to 
His will and with the knowledge of what will happen! 


Khaalig or Khallaaq (intensification) comes from the root khaa-laam-qaaf which points to three 
main meanings. 

1) To measure accurately or to proportion one thing according to another. 

2) To create something based on a devised model or pattern. 

3) To bring a thing into existence from non-existence and after making it exist, to change it 
to something else. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Khaalig on 11 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 261 times in the 
Quran in eight derived forms. Examples of these forms are khalaqakum (“created you”), 
khuluqin (“of moral character”), and ikhtilaaqun (“a fabrication”). 


Linguistically, khalq refers to creating, making, and giving measurement. Al-Khaaliq is the One 
who created the material and time present in the universe, gave matter to its properties and set in 
motion its laws. He has total control over everything and manages all its affairs but is 
independent of all that He created. Allah alone is the creator and all the rest is creation. 


Al-Khaaliq Himself says: He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the 
best names [59:24] Say, ‘Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the 

Prevailing.’ [13:16] and That is Allah, your Lord, Creator of all things; there is no deity except 
Him, so how are you deluded? [40:62] 


Allah ‘azza wajal mentions in the Quran that He is ahsaanul khaaligeen, the best of creators. 
This is meant metaphorically — there are no other creators. When we look at tawheed (our belief 
in the oneness of Allah) we see two aspects: the unity of Allah and the unity of the creation. They 
are not mixed in any way, the creation is the product of Allah Al-Khaaliq. 


For example, a chair: the cotton fabric comes from plants, the metal from rocks, and the wood 
from trees; all that people did is reassemble these sources into a piece of furniture. Human 
beings manipulate or reassemble that which already exists—we cannot and will never 
create anything. 


Most ayahs of the Quran are a reminder for those who believe in Allah, reminding them of Him 
as Creator and how to praise and be thankful to Him. In a few ayahs, Al-Khaaliq powerfully 
presents the truth to atheists: Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators [of 
themselves]? Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Rather, they are not certain. 
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[52:35-36] 

The argument starts with Allah giving the atheists a first option: if you don’t believe in a 
creator then were you created from nothing? Nothing cannot produce something, only Allah set 
can create something into existent from nothing. 

Allah gives them a second option: then, did you create yourselves? If you didn’t exist 
then you can’t do any creating. 

Allah continues with third option: did you create the heavens and the earth? Even if they 
claim to have created themselves, did they create the vast heavens and earth? Indeed, they are 
uncertain; somebody had to create them. 


Al-Khaaliq leaves mankind with these options to think about. That is the logic of belief in Allah 
‘azza wa jall, and the believers should be able to convey these ayahs or verses. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Strengthen your relationship with al-Khaaliq. 

If there is anything you desire, ask the One who creates everything; if you desire children 
ask Al-Khaaliq, but also turn to Him for the smallest matters. The Messenger of Allah (sw) said: 
Each of you should ask for your needs from Allah, even if the strap of your sandal breaks, 
because if Allah does not facilitate it, it will never be possible. [At-Tirmidhee] No evil eye, 
magic, or any force on earth can prevent what Al-Khaaliq has destined to come into existence. 
Fir’awn tried his best to prevent Musa (as) from coming into being and growing up to destroy his 
kingdom, but when Al-Khaaliq decides to create something it will be! So ask Him for all your 
needs and wishes. 


2. Don't fear created things. 

Don’t fear the creation, only fear the Creator. Stop fearing people’s opinions, poverty, 
failure, etc., and focus on pleasing Al-Khaaliq. He will suffice for your needs. Our problem is 
that we often try to please people while angering Allah, like joining in backbiting to be “cool.” 
The Prophet (sw) said: Whoever sought the pleasure of Allah though it was displeasing to the 
people then Allah becomes pleased with him, and will make the people pleased with him, and 
whoever sought the pleasure of the people though it was displeasing to Allah then Allah becomes 
displeased with him and will make the people displeased with him. [Ibn Hibban, At-Tirmidhee] 


3. Don't call people “creator.” 

In the English language “to create,” is also used in the senses of forming, producing, or 
making. However, referring to “creating” we must not use it for people in the sense of making 
something existent from nothing, calling people “creator.” 


4. Look at nature. 

Allah al-Khaalig says: You do not see in the creation of the Most Merciful any 
inconsistency. So return [your] vision [to the sky] -don’t be content with just one look, look more 
times and see- are there any breaks [67:3] And the earth — We spread it out and cast therein 
firmly set mountains and made grow therein [something] of every beautiful kind, giving insight 
and a reminder for every servant who turns [to Allah]. [50: 7-8] Form a new habit: take at least 
five minutes each day to sit down, day or night, and actively look around you, remember Al- 
Khaaligq, and stand before Him. 
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O Allah, Al-Khaaliq, we know that You are the Creator of all that existed, exists, and will exist. 
Lead us to unshakable belief in you as our Creator and let us never ascribe partners to You. 
Guide us to please You and to ask You for our needs and wishes, awaken us to reflect on the 
creation, and make us of those who are good in form and good in manners, Ameen! 


Al-Musawwir: The Bestower of Forms 


He is the One who forms and shapes all that exists. Al-Musawwir gave everything its own 
distinct shape and inclination or desire — despite the great variety of the creation — every single 
creature is unique! 


Meaning: Musawwir comes from the root saad-waw-raa, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To make something incline, lean, or bend. 
2) To form, fashion, sculpt, imagine, or picture something. 
3) To have an inclination or desire towards something. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Musawwir on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
19 times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are wasawwarakum (“and 
He formed you”), as-soori (“the trumpet”), and sooratin (“form”). 


Linguistically, khaaliq, baari’, and musawwir are interrelated in meaning and deal with the 
aspects of Allah ‘azza wa jall as the Creator; all the rest is creation. Al-Musawwir bestows forms 
and not by way of copying— He is far above that. Al-Musawwir says Be! and it is, with the 
attributes and the form that He has chosen for it. He does what He wills and creates what He 
wills in the form that He wills. 


Al-Musawwir Himself says: He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong 
the best names. Whatever is in the heavens and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Wise. [59:24] 


In Surah al-Hashr, Al-Musawwir is mentioned after al-Khaaligq (The Creator, The Maker) and 
al-Baari’ (The Originator). Some scholars have said that in this ayah the attribute of creation 
refers specifically to Allah’s determination of what He creates, so it comes first. The name Al- 
Baari’ refers to the creative act of bringing about what Allah wills to create. Finally, the name Al- 
Musawwir (the Fashioner) refers to giving each created thing its particular form. So Allah 
decrees what He creates, brings it into existence, and specifies its particular, unique form. 


Scholars also have differentiated between these three names as follows: 

Al-Khaaliq is the One Who created all creatures that exist from nothing, according to their 
decreed qualities. 

Al-Baari’ is the One Who made insan from al-baraa (clay). 

Al-Musawwir is the One Who creates various forms and shapes. 

*So al-Khaaliq is a general word, al-Baari’ is more specific and al-Musawwir is even more 
specific. 
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How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be happy with how al-Musawwir shaped you. 

We live in a time of cosmetic surgery; if you don’t like how you look, you can change 
yourself with a medical procedure. Allah says: He it is who shapes you in the wombs as He 
pleases. There is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise. [3:6] Be content with how Al-Musawwir 
shaped you by His ultimate wisdom. For example, if we were as beautiful as Prophet Yusuf (as), 
would we be able to withstand the temptations he faced? When you look at yourself in the 
mirror, say Alhamdulillah. If Shaytan tempts you to complain about any of your facial or 
body features, remember those who are blind, sick, or disabled. 


2. Reflect on beautiful shapes. 

Allah says: Then We made the seed a clot, then We made the clot a lump of flesh, then We 
made (in) the lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh, then We caused it to 
grow into another creation, so blessed be Allah, the best of the creators. [23:14] Everything you 
see around us is proof of Allah’s existence. To please your senses, He designed flowers, trees, 
fruits, and even cows and sheep, etc. to have very appealing shapes. Amazingly, when it comes 
to outside your range of normal vision, the mosquitoes, bees, and other insects are very terrifying 
to look at. He ensured that you live a pleasant life, so thank Al-Musawwir for the blessings of 
beautiful shapes to look at. 


3. Live up to your potential! 

Know your position. Indeed, We have created the human being upon the best of forms. 
[95:4] Al-Musawwir created and formed you with a particular brain, heart, face, and limbs, 
which differentiate us from the animals. How do you use them? You will be questioned on the 
Day of Judgment as to how you use your hearing, your sight, and your hearts. So use these 
faculties to do as many good deeds as you can and don’t use them to harm yourself or others by 
sinning, nor by going to forbidden places. 


4. Worship Al-Musawwir alone. 

Allah alone deserves your worship. This is the Creation of Allah. Now show me that 
which those (you worship) beside Him have created. Nay, but the wrong-doers are in manifest 
error! [31:11] Remember this ayah when you feel tempted to turn to others for your desires 
instead of to Al-Musawwitr. 


5. Ask Al-Musawwir. 

Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them? Yes 
Indeed! and He is the Superb Creator (of all), the Ever-Knowing. Surely His Command, when 
He wills a thing, is only to say to it: ‘Be!’ and it is! Therefore, glory be to Him in Whose hand 
is the Kingdom of all things, and to Him you shall be brought back. [36:82-83]. Al-Musawwir 
perfected everything you see around you; don’t you think He can solve all your problems? So 
remember when you supplicate: nothing is impossible for al-Musawwir. 


O Allah, Al-Musawwir, we know that You are the One who forms the whole creation. Make us of 
the shaakireen (the grateful ones) for our own forms and the shapes around us, help us ponder 
Your creations and ask You at all times. Make us of those who use the blessings you gave us for 
good, and make us witness the beautiful shapes of Paradise, Ameen! 
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Al-Muhyee: The Giver of Life 


Al-Muhyee is the One who created life and decides what will be brought to life. He is the only 
One who can bring something to life, including the spiritual life to the hearts! 


Meaning: Muhyee comes from the root haa-yaa-yaa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To live. 
2) To become apparent or distinct. 
3) To revive, vitalize and call into being. 
4) To be sound, or whole. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Muhyee on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
184 times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of these forms are yuhyee (“grants life”), 
hayyan (“alive”) and al hayaatu (“the life”). 


Al-Muyhee is the only One who can give life to whomever He pleases, surrounding the creation 
with the right conditions to survive. Then He decrees death, to restore life and join the soul and 

body on the Day of Judgement to repay us for what we did in this world and this is an easy task 
for Him. SubhanaAllah! 


Al-Muhyee Himself says: .. Indeed, He who has given it life is the Giver of Life to the dead. 
Indeed, He is over all things competent. [41:39] So observe the effects of the mercy of Allah — 
how He gives life to the earth after its lifelessness...[30:50] 


Hadith on the stages of how life comes to be. The Prophet (sw) narrated [part hadith, Al- 
Bukharee, Muslim]: 

-Verily, each of you is brought together in his mother’s abdomen in the form of a drop of fluid 
(sperm & egg) for 40days. 

-Then it is a clinging object for a similar [period] —40days. 

-Thereafter, it is a lump looking like it has been chewed for a similar [period] —40days. 
-Around 4 months: The angel is then sent to him/her and breathes into him/her the spirit. 


** Allah also commands the angel to issue four decrees: 
1) to record his/her sustenance 
2) to record his/her life span 
3) to record his/her deeds 
4) [whether he will be] unhappy [by entering Hell] or happy [by entering Paradise] 


Al-Muhyee bestows our life in stages and grows our body in a miraculous way, from a drop of 
fluid into a detailed body clothed with muscles, flesh, veins and skin. But not only physically, Al- 
Muhyee also gives us life by sending an angel to breath the spirit into us and we remain limited 
in knowledge of our inner selves. On top of bestowing our lives, Al-Muhyee also commands to 
issue four decrees which determine the course of our life. Such is the plan of life of Al-Muyee! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


150 


1. Be convinced Al-Muhyee can make anything happen. 

He it is Who gives life and causes death; so, when He decrees an affair, He only says to 
it: Be, and it is [40:68] This is one of the most hope giving ayah for those who call upon Him. 
As He can bring everything to life and even restore life to that which appeared dead to us, so rest 
assured taking care of your matters is easy for Him, all you have to do is ask Him, 
wholeheartedly & sincerely. Turn every worry, moment of stress, wish and desire into a du’a! 


2. Ask for a heart alive with faith. 

Scholars have described hearts, just like bodies, to be of three types: the healthy heart, 
the dead heart and the sick heart. The alive heart is a heart of faith, its services are 
exclusively reserved for Allah, willingly and lovingly, with total reliance, relating all matters to 
Him, in fear, hope, and sincere dedication and it is extremely important to work for a healthy 
heart: The Day on which neither wealth nor sons will be of any use, except for whoever brings to 
Allah a sound heart. [26:88-89] 


3. Revive the sunnah. 

Mankind has many different concepts of success in life. But what is the right way? He 
brings (beings/things) to life and causes death; therefore, believe in Allah and in His Messenger, 
the Prophet who believes in Allah and in His words, and follow him, so that you may walk in the 
right way [7:158]. So make an effort to apply the sunnah in your daily life and for extra reward, 
revive acts from the sunnah by telling others about them, from the forgotten sunan like the 
prostration of gratefulness (sajda us shukr) to the neglected acts, like giving salaam on the street! 


4. Cherish life. 

Al-Muhyee gave you life and placed you on this earth as an ambassador. Respect your 
life by using your time wisely and respect other people’s life by benefiting them with your 
knowledge, skills and emotional support and never harm another life unjustly, not even the 
life of an animal. If you truly cherish life you constantly strive against lughw (useless activities) 
including useless conversations, watching things of no benefit etc. 


5. Learn from nature. 

Study the extremely valuable lessons Al-Muhyee teaches you through His works in 
nature. Among His Signs is that you see the earth laid bare, and then, when We send down water 
on it, it quivers and swells. He Who gives it life also gives life to the dead. Certainly He has 
power over all things. [41:39] When you see the change of seasons, from greenery to bareness, 
reflect on the ups and downs of your life and that after dark (difficult) times, light (easy) 
times come. 


6. Strive for knowledge. 

Islamic knowledge is a light, ask Al-Muyhee to walk in light in this life and the next! Is 
he who was dead then We raised him to life and made for him a light whereby he walks among 
people like him whose likeness is that of one who is in utter darkness from which he cannot 
come out? [6:122] 


7. Remind yourself and others of the After-Life. 


The Prophet (sw) was asked: “Which of our companions are best?” He replied: One 
whose appearance reminds you of God, and whose speech increases you in knowledge, and 
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whose actions remind you of the hereafter. [al-Muhasibi] 


O Allah, Al-Muhyee, we know that You are the only Giver of Life. Bless us with hearts that are 
alive with faith encouraging us to righteous actions. Make us of those who live by and revive the 
sunnah of Your Prophet, guide us in reflecting on Your signs in nature and learn from them. Give 
us beneficial knowledge, grant us respect for our own life and the lives of others and make us of 
the best companions, reminding ourselves and others about the Hereafter, ameen! 


Al-Kafeel: The Guarantor 


Al-Kafeel means the witness, the guardian, the protector and the guarantor. He is the only One 
able to protect the interests of the whole creation. He is the guarantor of all oaths, and He 
guarantees all material and spiritual provisions according to His wisdom. He is the best surety in 
the affairs of all! 


Meaning: Kafeel comes from the root kaaf-faa-laam, which points to three main meanings: 
1) To guarantee, to be surety and witness 
2) To take charge of 
3) To be entrusted with the care of something 


Linguistically the kafeel of someone else is the person who takes someone under his or her care 
and takes responsibility for that person. 


Occurrence: Al-Kafeel: once. The root K-F-L appears 10 times in the Quran in five derived 
forms. Examples of these forms include yakfulu (“takes charge [of]’’), kiflun (“a portion”) and al- 
khifli (‘Dhul Kifl’”). 


Evidence: “Enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs.” (Surat An-Nisaa’, 4:81); “...you have made 
Allah your guarantor.” (Surat An-Nahl, 16:91) 


Al-Kafeel is the one and only creator, who takes ultimate responsibility for the complete 
creation, taking care of all affairs, fulfilling His oaths, and witnessing all oaths made by others! 


Al-Kafeel Himself says: ...And fulfill the covenant of Allah when you have taken it, [O 
believers], and do not break oaths after their confirmation while you have made Allah, over you, 
a witness. Indeed, Allah knows what you do. [16:91] 


Hadith [Al-Bukhaari]: There is a story of a man from the children of Israel who asked another 
to borrow a thousand dinars. The second man asked, Do you have a witness (for this 
transaction)? The first man replied, I have no witness except Allah. The other then asked, Do you 
have a guarantor? The man said, I have no guarantor except Allah. The second man said, Allah is 
ever all-sufficient as a Disposer of affairs. He then gave him the money; they parted and agreed 
on a place and time to pay back the loan. When the man wanted to pay back the money at the set 
time he could find no boat to reach the other man who lived across the river. He said, O’ Allah, 
he asked me for a witness and I found no one but you; he asked me for a guarantor, and I found 
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no one but you. O’ Allah, make this letter reach him. He placed the money with a letter in a 
hollowed out piece of wood and hurled it into the river. By the permission of Allah it floated 
forward according to a guided course. The lender went to the shore in keeping with the 
appointment. He waited for a little while, and when the other man did not come, he said to him, 
Why don’t I at least take some firewood for my family? He passed by the piece of wood and took 
it home. Finding that it was hallow, he broke it open and found the money with the letter. Allah is 
truly the best guarantor and disposer of affairs and in Him should we trust: “And in Allah should 
the believers put their trust.” [3:122] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Fulfil your covenant with Al-Kafeel. 

Allah says: and fulfill (your obligations to) My Covenant (with you) so that I fulfill (My 
obligations to) your covenant (with Me). [2:40] 

If you fulfill your covenant with Allah, you fulfill the obligations you have towards Him 
and you worship Him as He instructed you to in the Quran and through the sunnah; this is your 
way to gain admittance to Jannah. Ibn Jareer said: His covenant with them is that if they do that, 
He will admit them to Paradise. [See: al-‘Ahd wal Mithaaq fil Qur’an al-Kareem, Prof. Dr. 
Naasir Sulaymaan al-‘Umar] 


2. Take your promises seriously. 

“Don’t worry, Pll do it tomorrow! I'll give it back to you next week!” — So easily we 
make promises and set agreements regarding big and small matters, but do we realize it is a 
commandment of Al-Kafeel Himself and obligatory to fulfill them? Fulfilling your promises 
brings you enormous rewards, such as the love of Allah. Yes, whoever fulfills his pledge and 
fears Allah much; verily, then Allah loves those who are the pious. [3:76] 


Keep yourself in check with the following hadeeth. The Prophet (sw) said: Whoever breaks the 
covenant of a Muslim, upon him be the curse of Allah, the angels and all the people, and Allah 
will not accept any obligatory or voluntary act of worship from him. [al-Bukhaari, Muslim] 


3. Put your trust in Al-Kafeel. 

Allah says: ...And put your trust in Allah if you are believers indeed. [5:23] Let your 
faith in the promise of Allah increase so that you will call upon Him from your heart. Do 
whatever you can, but then learn to entrust your affairs to Him, knowing He will take care of you 
better than anyone or anything else. Allah says: “Invoke Me, I will respond to your [invocation].” 
[40: 60] Train yourself to turn each worry and distress into a supplication! 


4. Beware of these four characteristics. 
Be inspired by this beautiful name to take your responsibilities to the best of your 
abilities! 


Rasool (sw) said: There are 4 characteristics, whoever has them all is a pure hypocrite: 


1) when he speaks he lies, 
2) when he makes a promise he breaks it, 
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3) when he makes a covenant he betrays it, and 

4) when he disputes he resorts to obscene speech. 
*Whoever has one of them has one of the characteristics of hypocrisy, until he gives it up. [Al- 
Bukhaari, Muslim] 


Al-Kaafi: The Sufficient 


Al-Kaafi is the One who is sufficient for His servants. He is the only one who suffices all the 
needs of the ones who believe and trust in Him, and no one is in need of anything else but Him! 


Meaning: Kaafi comes from the root kaaf-faa-yaa, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To be sufficient and to be enough. 
2) To be able to protect, shield and save something perfectly. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Kaafi on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 33 
times in the Quran in two derived forms. Examples of these forms are wa kafaa (“and sufficient”) 
and yakfihim (“sufficient for them”). 


Linguistically kaafi refers to the one possessing the attribute of sufficiency, whereas kafaa refers 
to the verb “to suffice.” Al-Kaafi is the ultimate one to suffice each and every need with great 
ease and whenever He pleases for His believing and devoted servants. 


Al-Kaafi Himself says: Is not Allah sufficient for His Servant [Prophet Muhammad]? And [yet], 
they threaten you with those [they worship] other than Him. And whoever Allah leaves astray — 
for him there is no guide [39:36] and Indeed, We are sufficient for you against the mockers. 
[15:95] 


In the ayah in which the root kafaa is mentioned, we often find the words wa kafaa bil-laahi 
(“and sufficient is Allah as...”) followed by a beautiful name of Allah. 


We find this combination most often with the names Al-Wakeel (The Disposer of Affairs), Al- 
Haseeb (The Accountant, or Reckoner) and Ash-Shaheed (The Witness). 


Al-Kaafi says: ... And sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs [wakeela] [33:48]. And: [Allah 
praises] those who convey the messages of Allah and fear Him and do not fear anyone but Allah. 
And sufficient is Allah as Accountant [haseeba] [33:39] and: And sufficient is Allah as Witness 
[shaheeda] [4:166] 


Most related in meaning is the beautiful name Al-Wakeel. Abu Alsood said: “tawakkal alallah”’ 
means to leave everything up to Allah and “‘kafa allah wakeela” means Allah is sufficient as 
protector as the one and only whom you leave everything up to [fragment of tafseer of Surah Al- 
Ahzab by Sheikh Ahmad Musa Jibril] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 
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1. Have firm belief. 

You might claim you believe Allah can suffice all your needs, but do you live by this 
knowledge? Firm belief in Al-Kaafi and His perfect ability to suffice all your needs means you 
are not afraid of people and their decisions, nor are you worried about losing worldly 
possessions. Even when you feel you cannot defend yourself against people’s accusations, know 
Al-Kaafi will suffice you as a helper: Indeed, We are sufficient for you against the mockers 
[15:95] And Allah is most knowing of your enemies; and sufficient is Allah as an ally, and 
sufficient is Allah as a helper [4:45]. So next time you feel anxious or stressed about people or 
belongings, remind yourself that Allah is Al-Kaafi; He is the only one to suffice all your needs. 


2. Remember the day you will be sufficient as an accountant. 

[It will be said], Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as 
accountant [17:14]. This means that you have not been treated unjustly and nothing has been 
recorded against you except what you have done, because you remember everything that you 
have done, and no one will forget anything that he did. Everyone will be able to read his Book, 
whether he is literate or illiterate. [Tafseer ibn Katheer] So remember that one day you will be 
confronted with each deed you do, every step you take and every word you utter. Use this as a 
motivation to present a book full of good deeds Insha’ Allah. 


3. Learn from the past. 

As a believer you have an extremely important task: to take lessons from the past and 
specifically from the stories of the former people in the Quran. And how many have We 
destroyed from the generations after Noah. And sufficient is your Lord, concerning the sins of 
His servants, as Acquainted and Seeing. [17:17] Allah observes how you respond to these stories; 
do you study them, look at the characteristics of these former groups and their sins so you know 
what to avoid or do you treat them as “stories from the past” without acting upon them? Kafaa 
bil-laahi shaheeda— Allah is sufficient as a witness! 


4. Be someone who Strives to fulfill others’ needs. 

Even though only Allah is perfect in sufficing each and every need, you can take 
inspiration from this beautiful attribute by doing your best to fulfill other person’s needs as much 
as you can. The Prophet (sw) said: Allah will aid a servant (of His) so long as the servant aids his 
brother. [Muslim] 


5. Do dhikr with this name. 

At the end of the day, before you go to sleep say: 

cg ga gladly (yas KGG GÁ ÁÁ g Sasi, 
Alhamdu lillaahil-lathee ‘at’amanaa wa saqaanaa, wa kafaanaa, wa ‘aawaanaa, fakam mimman 
laa kaafiya lahu wa laa mu’wiya. Which means: Praise is to Allah Who has provided us with 


food and with drink, sufficed us and gave us an abode for how many are there with no provision 
and no home. [Muslim] 
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O Allah, Al-Kaafi, we know that You are sufficient for us. Make us of those who have firm belief 
in you, trust in You and turn to You with all our affairs, big or small. Make us realize You suffice 
all our needs, aid us in sending forward good deeds to You and help us to fulfill the needs of 
others, Ameen! 


Ar-Raaziq, Ar-Razzaaq: The Provider, The Bestower of Sustenance 


He is the One who creates all means of nourishment and provision. Ar-Razzaaq provides all of 
His slaves with sustenance no matter how many they are or how great their need! 


Meaning: Razzaaq comes from the root raa-zaa-qaa and points to two main meanings. 
1) To receive something beneficial or to receive a portion or share. 
2) To be provided or supplied with the necessities of life. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Ar-Razzaaq on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
123 times in the Quran in four derived forms. Examples of these forms are razagnaakum (“we 
provided you”) and al-rizga (“the provision). 


Linguistically, Razzaaq has the structure of intensification, indicating a complete way of 
providing and sustaining. Ar-Razzaaq bestows all means of support and growth, both for the 
body and soul. 


Ar-Razzaaq Himself says: Indeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor 
of strength. [51:58] 


Rizq (provision) is what benefits you and it includes not just money but also knowledge, good 
manners, security, peace of mind, and spiritual enhancement. Allah Ar-Razzaaq created your 
rizq, and He delivers it to you in the way He wants: And there is no creature on earth but that 
upon Allah is its provision [rizq], and He knows its place of dwelling and place of storage. All is 
in a clear register. [11:6] 


Ar-Razzaaq told us that if we don’t rule with justice, there will be corruption on earth. These 
days resources are overused, people are abused, and wealth is not being distributed justly. People 
ask: why is there poverty? Why are people starving? Our actions have consequences. We human 
beings created a system that went against the way Allah the All Wise instructed us to live. Wealth 
can be a trial and poverty a reason for elevation in the Hereafter; these are the ways of Ar- 
Razzaaq. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be content. 

Be satisfied with all the rizq you are given. Umar ibn al-Khattaab (ra) said: If something 
is meant to go elsewhere, it will never come on your way, but if it is yours by destiny, from you it 
cannot flee. Complaining about your body or your wealth means you complain against Ar- 
Razzaaq; strive for ridaa (contentment with His Decree). 
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2. Work hard. 

Provision has to do with honesty and uprightness. What you see of wealth given to 
some and poverty to others is only superficial; Allah will bestow the best types of rizq on the best 
types of people. You need to work as if your rizq depends on how hard you try, but in your heart 
you know that nothing will come to you except what He has written for you. Knowing that rizq 
is guaranteed is not an excuse to be lazy. Ar-Razzaaq recompenses you according to your 
intentions. 


3. Understand the ways of Ar-Razzaaq. 

Some people do good deeds and practice their religion, yet they don’t feel much spiritual 
comfort. This motivates them to hasten to do more righteous work, which helps them to go to the 
higher and better spiritual state that Allah Ar-Razzaaq wants them to reach. So you might feel 
deprived of spiritual rizq (like tranquility in the heart), but this is a way Allah causes you to be 
motivated to do more and therefore be elevated even more. 


4. Trust in Ar-Razzaaq. 

Never commit bad deeds in the name of seeking provision, and trust that all provisions 
will come from Allah. A beautiful example is the baby raven; when it hatches, it looks white and 
therefore its mother (black in color) denies it and doesn’t recognize it. Then Ar-Razzaaq sends it 
insects to feed on until its feathers grow and turn black for its mother to recognize it. As a baby 
this bird is left forsaken, but Allah sends it its provision. Just as He provided for you when you 
were in the womb, He will provide for you after you are born. 


5. Ponder what Ar-Razzaagq has given you. 

Ar-Razzaaq placed us on fertile lands with countless blessings; even without care the 
green crops grow, flowers blossom, fruits and vegetables come out of the soil, and the blue 
oceans are bursting with fish. Ar-Razzaaq places the meat of most animals and birds at our 
service and gives them pure milk and honey. Contemplate your environment and grow your love 
for Ar-Razzaaq and your will to please Him. 


6. Remember the counterparts in the Hereafter. 

All the blessings from this world have perfect counterparts in the Hereafter. Remember 
the food and drinks in Jannah and ask Ar-Razzaaq for them each day. The people of the hellfire 
will have the most horrific foods and drink; ask Ar-Razzaaq to protect you from these. 


7. Use your rizq in the right way. 

Be trustworthy with Allah’s provisions; don’t seek haram means; this also prevents your 
supplications from being answered. One of the things that prevent your rizq from reaching you is 
your sin. So if you see people disobeying Allah who have material rizq, Ar-Razzaaq may 
have denied them their spiritual rizq, which is much worse. 


8. Learn how to increase your rizq! 

In the Quran and Sunnah ways are mentioned for you to increase your rizq; look out for 
them. Examples are striving for taqwa, praying with khushoo’ (sincerity-when heart feels aware 
and humbles before Allah’s Glory, and filled with awe, fear & shyness), having tawakkul 
(reliance on Allah), upholding the ties of kinship, being thankful, asking for forgiveness and 
repenting, giving charity, and reading the Quran. When Fatima (ra) complained to the 
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Prophet (sw) about her heavy work, he said: Shall I direct you to something better than what you 
have requested? When you go to bed say ‘Subhan Allah’ thirty-three times, ‘Alhamdulillah’ 
thirty three times, and Allahu Akbar’ thirty four times, for that is better for you than a 
servant. [Al-Bukharee] 


O Allah, Ar-Razzaaq, we know that You are the one and only Provider. Make us of those who are 
content with Your provisions, guide us to work hard and use Your provisions wisely, and make us 
ponder them. Lead us to deeds that increase Your rizq and enter us into Your gardens by Your 
rahmah so we can enjoin the best of Your provisions, ameen! 


Al-Fattaah: The Opener, The Revealer 


He is the One who opens all doors of blessing for His slaves. Al-Fattaah judges what shall be 
opened from opening hearts, clarifying visions and opening doors to sustenance to conquering 
cities and revealing knowledge! 


Meaning: Fattaah comes from the root faa-taa-haa, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To open, unlock, or reveal and make clear. 
2) To make victorious. 
3) To judge or decide. 
4) To permit or grant. 


Allah calls Himself Al-Fattaah on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 38 times in the 
Quran in eight derived forms. Examples of these forms are fatahnaa (“We opened”), al-fathu 
(“the victory”), and mafaatihu (“[are the] keys”). 


Linguistically, fattaah has the structure of intensification; al-faatih is someone who opens. Al- 
Fattaah is the ultimate judge who decides to open gates that no one else can open, in both literal 
and symbolical, physical and spiritual ways, and He is the source of victory and success. 


Al-Fattaah Himself says: Say, Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in 
truth. And He is the Knowing Judge. [34:26] 


How does Allah open? It is Al-Fattaah who opens the Gates of Paradise; it is by the help of al- 
Fattaah cities are “opened” (conquered) to Islam, it is Al-Fattaah who opens doors to solutions to 
your life’s difficulties, and it is Al-Fattaah only who opens the door to recovery when you are ill. 
If Al-Fattaah so wills, He opens to you the gate of provision and sustenance, the gate of work, 
the gate of marriage, and the gate of tranquillity and peace of mind. He opens to you the gate of 
success and He opens to you the gate of righteous deeds. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 
1. Trust in the judge. 


Life is full of arguments. Some people accuse others and claim to be right. Who is the 
judge? Who knows the reality of people? It is Al-Fattaah. Make the Quran and the Sunnah the 
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judge of your actions, always. People may speak badly about you and accuse you falsely, but if 
you are on the right side, do not be afraid, because Allah is Al-Fattaah is the just Judge. Also 
don’t judge others too quickly — Al-Fattaah can open anyone’s heart. 


2. Realize Al-Fattaah can open all doors. 

Al-Fattaah says: Whatsoever mercy Allah opens to mankind, none can withhold; and 
whatsoever He withholds, none can lose after Him. And He is the All Mighty, the All-Wise. [35:2] 
This ayah has a beautiful impact if you are a true believer; you realize that everything happening 
to you is under Al-Fattaah’s divine control. Close doors for His sake— by leaving a bad habit, 
wrong friends, or a place of sinning- even if it causes you physical hardship— and He will open 
a door for you to good. Never despair nor give up. Realize that Al-Fattaah can always give you a 
way out. Know that all the relationships in your life are confined by your relationship with Allah 
al-Fattaah. 


3. Be sincere. 

The best opening of all is the opening of the heart. Al-Fattaah opens hearts which were 
locked, like the heart of Umar ibn al-Khattaab (ra) which was used to be filled with hatred of the 
Muslims. Some people say: I read the Quran, but I don’t understand a word of it! But after some 
time, they begin to understand. They begin to seek answers, memorize, interact, enjoy, and 
preach the words of Allah. Work hard and strive to be sincere so that Al-Fattaah opens to you the 
gate of knowledge, the gate of closeness to Him and the gate of contentment in this life. 


4. Ask al-Fattaah. 

Whenever a gate is closed in your face, remember Al-Fattaah and ask Him to open it for 
you. This goes under all circumstances, whether serious or insignificant; even if your phone, 
wallet, or anything else, valuable or not, is lost. If you open a new building, want to get married, 
or if you desire to do anything, ask Al-Fattaah, for help and success. Start anything permissible 
in His name, by saying bismillah. Also when you feel low, or you feel you lack understanding 
of the religion, ask Him to open your heart and the hearts of your loved ones. A supplication of 
pious people before us used to be: May Allah open to you gates of good. 


5. Study Surah Al-Fatiha. 

Learn to recite, memorize, and understand Surah Al-Fatiha, the opening surah of the 
Book of Al-Fattaah. Ibn Abbas (ra) said: While the Messenger of Allah (sw) was sitting with 
Jibril he heard a creaking sound above him. Jibril looked up and said, This is [the sound of] a 
gate that has been opened in heaven today and has never been previously opened. Then an Angel 
descended through it and came to the Prophet (sw) and said, ‘Rejoice in the good news of two 
lights that have been given to you such as no prophet before you has been given. [They are] 
Surah Al-Fatihah and the concluding [two] verses of Surah Al-Bagarah. You will never recite a 
word from them without being given the blessings they contain.’ [Muslim] Study the tafseer of 
this beautiful surah; when you recite it in prayer make sure you pause after each ayah and apply 
its lessons to your daily life. 


6. Benefit others. 

Open to others the gates of your own good work and become involved in projects 
beneficial to others. If you have a certain skill, develop it and help others with it so with the 
guidance of Al-Fattaah all can work together to open doors to all that is good for the community. 
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O Allah, Al-Fattaah, we know that You open to us every closed gate according to Your wisdom. 
Open our hearts, open for us the doors to all that is good in this life, help us to trust on You as 
our judge, inspire us to ask You only to open any door for us— physical, spiritual, big, or small— 
and to open for us the door of Your mercy and open for us the gates to Your Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Mubeen: The Clear, The Manifest One 





Al-Mubeen is the Clear and Manifest Truth. He is the One who clarifies what is falsehood and 
what is truth and manifests His signs to the creation! 


Meaning: Mubeen comes from the root baa-yaa-noon, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To be far. 
2) To be of any type of distance. 
3) To be clear. 


Occurrence: This root appears 523 times in the Quran in 13 derived forms. Examples of these 
forms are yabayyinu (“makes clear”), bayna (“between”), al-bayinaatu (“the clear proofs”) and 
mubeenun (“clear”). 


Linguistically, mubeen implies something that is clear in essence and something which clarifies 
something else. Al-Mubeen is the One who is far from and above anything else in resemblance, 
His Names and Attributes are clear and He is the One who clarifies the truth from falsehood in 
this life and ultimately on the Day of Judgement. 


Al-Mubeen Himself says: ... That Day, Allah will pay them in full their deserved recompense, 
and they will know that it is Allah who is the perfect in justice. [24:25] 


Allah described His Book as mubeen; al kitaabil-mubeen. This characteristic of the Quran can 
be found especially in chapters after the disjointed letters (al huroof muqatt’ aat) are mentioned. 
For example: Ta-Seen-Meem. These are the ayahs of the ‘mubeen’ Book. [28:1-2] 

Ha-meem. And by the ‘mubeen’ book. [43:1-2] 


The Quran is far from being compared to any other book: it is a clear proof (bayyinah) in itself; 
it is authentic and unique; it clarifies the truth from falsehood; it is guidance from misguidance. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Follow the signs. 

Follow the way Allah Al-Mubeen made clear for you from the two sources: the Quran 
and sunnah. Al-Mubeen says: There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear (mubeen) 
Book [5:15] Make sure you complete reading the Quran from cover to cover in your own 
language as a minimum. Study the explanation of the Quran, such as the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer 
to gain more understanding of the meanings. Don’t be satisfied by merely reciting the Quran 
without understanding it, how else can it be a source of guidance? So treat the ayahs of the 
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Quran as the signs on your way through this life they are meant to be and focus on your final 
destination: Jannah. 

Study the ways of the Prophet (sw) as Allah describes him as mubeen: /t has not been 
revealed to me except that I am a clear (mubeen) warner [38:70]. Revive his sunnah in your 
daily life. 


2. Know your enemy. 

One of the ways Allah Al-Mubeen clarifies the straight path is by warning us against 
hindrances and enemies on our way for whom we should be prepared. Allah says: O mankind, 
eat from whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and good and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. 
Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy [2:168] Treat shaytan as your enemy and use ‘a’oodhu 
billaahi minash-shaytanir rajeem’ as a daily life weapon in times of anger, doubt and fear! 


3. Never belittle sins. 

It is Al-Mubeen clarifies for you what is right and what is wrong; never see a sin as small 
or big, rather consider the One you are sinning against. Allah says: But whoever earns an offense 
or a sin and then blames it on an innocent has taken upon himself a slander and manifest 
(mubeen) sin [4:112]. Ask Al-Mubeen sincerely to make you recognize your sins, so you are able 
to repent and set them straight. How many people are blinded by their own sins? 


4. Call yourself to account before you are called to account. 

Al-Mubeen will ultimately clarify everything for us on the Day of Judgement, where lies 
will be made evident and the truth cannot be escaped from by the disbelievers. Allah says: So 
worship what you will besides Him.” Say, “Indeed, the losers are the ones who will lose 
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection. Unquestionably, that is the manifest 
(mubeen) loss. [39:15] 

Pray to Al-Mubeen that you will not become a case against yourself on this dreadful day 
because of your bad deeds overshadowing your good deeds, because of the sins you belittled or 
because of the friends you chose: O you who have believed, do not take the disbelievers as allies 
instead of the believers. Do you wish to give Allah against yourselves a clear (mubeen) case? 
[4:144] 


O Allah, Al-Mubeen we know that You are the Clear and Manifest Truth. Enable us to follow 
Your signs of the Quran and sunnah and increase our knowledge. Make us aware of our enemies 
and protect us against them and make clear for us the way to Your pleasure by giving us the 
ability to differentiate between right and wrong and acting upon this, Ameen! 
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Al-Haadi: The Guide 


He is the One Who gives perfect guidance. Al-Haadi is the One by Whom His believers are 
guided and by whose general guidance all creatures are guided to what is beneficial for them! 


Meaning: Al-Haadi comes from the root haa-daal-yaa which points to two main meanings. 
1) To guide aright or to lead the right way. 
2) To show with kindness the proper way, to guide in the right path until reaching the goal. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Haadi on two occasions in the Quran. This root appears 316 
times in the Quran in twelve derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-hudaa (the 
guidance), yahdee (guide), hadiyyatin (gift), al-hadyi (sacrificial animal), and al-muhtadeen (the 
guided ones). 


Linguistically, hadaa is the verb which means to guide, and hidaayah doesn’t just mean 
guidance; it also refers to guiding in a gentle and kind way. Referring to Allah, He is the only 
true guide by whom the creatures are guided. Al-Haadi created signs in the universe to guide us, 
such as the stars and the moon, as well as the spiritual guidance of hearts to the truth and the 
physical guidance of the senses we use to detect harm. 


Al-Haadi Himself says: And indeed is Allah the Guide of those who have believed to a straight 
path [22:54] .. And thus have We made for every prophet an enemy from among the criminals. 
But sufficient is your Lord as a guide and a helper. [25:31] 


Scholars divide the guidance of Allah into four different types: 


(1) Hidaayat-al-a’mmah: general guidance 

—this type of guidance is in place for the whole creation including plants, minerals, animals, etc. 
—all creation are guided by Al-Haadi in the best manner for them. 

—An example are the bees and how they work, the migrating of birds, the suckling of a 
newborn, the working of the senses. 

— He said, Our Lord is He who gave each thing its form and then guided [it]. [20:50] 


(2) Hidaayat-al-Jinn-wal-Ins: guidance for the jinn and mankind 

—this type of guidance defines the paths of good and evil through the prophets & messengers 
sent by Allah swt. 

— And indeed, [O0 Muhammad], you guide to a straight path. [42:52] 


(3) Hidaayah is by tawfeeq (ability) and ilham (inspiration). 

—An example is when you are guided through a hardship and you display strong trust and belief 
in Al-Haadi: No disaster strikes except by permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah — 
He will guide his heart... [64:11] 

—Then there are those incidents when you end up at the right place, hearing something you just 
needed to hear or meeting someone just at the right moment, all as forms of guidance of Allah. 
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(4) Hidaayah to success in the Akhirah for the righteous believers: 
—And We will have removed whatever is within their breasts of resentment, [while] flowing 
beneath them are rivers. And they will say, Praise to Allah, who has guided us to this. [7:43] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Keep asking for guidance. 

If you seek the truth sincerely, Al-Haadi will guide you to it. As a believer, you say, a 
minimum of seventeen times a day when you pray: ihdinas siraatal mustaqeem— guide us on 
the straight path. Why, while you are already guided to Islam, should you keep asking for 
guidance? Because there are different levels of guidance for you to attain to be truly guided and 
because you are in need of continuous hidaayah; realize no one is safe from misguidance. 


2. Feel it when you say ihdinas siraatal mustaqeem. 

These are levels of true guidance: guidance of knowledge to know the truth, the capacity 
to be guided, the desire to be guided, to act upon it, and to remain steadfast in it. For all 
obstructions that impede guidance to be removed and to be granted sight of your ultimate goal 
along the path. For you to be aware of your own desperate need for guidance from Allah over 
any other necessities and to make you see the misguided paths [summarized from Ibn al Qayyim 
al Jawziyyah] So next time you say ‘Guide us on the straight path’, say it with feeling and 
sincerely ask Allah to attain all levels of guidance. 


3. Seek guidance from Al-Haadi in each matter. 

Whenever you feel lost, stuck or when you have to make a decision, turn to Allah before 
turning to others. Asking for guidance, you can use this beautiful name, e.g. by starting your du’a 
with Yaa Haadi. Whatever guidance someone or something might give you, know that it truly 
comes from Al-Haadi. A means to seek hidaayah is to pray the sunnah istakhaarah prayer. 


4. Be thankful and do good to increase your guidance. 

In Jannah you will say: ...and we would never have been guided if Allah had not guided 
us. [7:43] Reflect how hidaayah (guidance) is the best hadiyyah (gift) you can ever get, so 
thank Allah for it each day. Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he grateful or be he ungrateful. 
[76:3] 

Another benefit of thanking Him for guidance is that He will give you more: .. Jf you are 
grateful, I will surely increase you [in favor]. [14:7] Also, your good deeds are directly linked to 
your guidance, so the more good deeds you do, the more Al-Haadi will increase your guidance: 
And Allah increases those who were guided, in guidance, and the enduring good deeds are better 
to your Lord for reward and better for recourse. [19:76] 


5. Invite others to the right path. 

Invite others to the straight path, first and foremost by showing exemplary behavior 
yourself. However, know that true guidance is from Al-Haadi. This should increase you in your 
confidence in calling others to Islam, as you know that the results are not dependent on your 
da’wah or speech but are in the hands of Al-Haadi; so don’t get disheartened or arrogant: 
Indeed, [O Muhammad], you do not guide whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills . . . 
[28:56] 


163 


Ask Al-Haadi: A beautiful supplication the Prophet (sw) used to beg Al-Haadi with was: 
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— Yaa muqalib al quloob, thabbit qalbee ‘alaa deenik, which means: O Turner of the hearts, turn 
my heart towards your deen. [At-Tirmidhee] 


O Allah, Al-Haadi, we know that You are the ultimate Guide. Guide us on the straight path and 
make us of those who keep asking sincerely for your guidance in every matter. Inspire us to be 
aware and thankful for Your Guidance and aware of those who desire it. Aid us in inviting others 
to Islam and bless us with the ultimate guidance we need to enter Your Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Hakam, Khayr-ul-Haakimeen: The Judge 


He is the One who always delivers justice, in every situation, to everyone. Al-Hakam never 
wrongs anyone and is never oppressive, He is the only true judge; no one can overturn His 
judgment and no one can ever appeal His decree! 


Meaning: Hakam comes from the root haa-kaaf-meem, which refers to the attribute of judging, 
being wise, passing a verdict, and preventing or restraining people from wrongdoing. 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Hakam occurs on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
210 times in the Quran in 13 derived forms. Examples of these forms are hakama (to judge), al- 
hukm (the command, wisdom, judgement), hikmah (wisdom), and Ahkamu (Most Just). 


Linguistically, hakam and hakeem are from the same root; hakam is a verbal noun and 
emphasizes the act of delivering justice whereas hakeem refers to the essential nature of the 
possessor of wisdom. Al-Hakam refers to the totality of Allah’s power to judge and arbitrate with 
perfect justice and immense mercy, which cannot be compared with the judging and arbitrating 
of any other created being. 


Al-Hakam Himself says: Then is it other than Allah I should seek as judge while it is He who has 
revealed to you the Book explained in detail? [6:114] 


Al-Hakam deals with all the affairs of creation— isn’t that amazing? He beautifully says: All 
those who are in the heavens and the Earth ask of Him; every moment He is in a state (of glory). 
[55:29] Al-Hakam makes certain deeds lawful and other deeds unlawful; He instructs us to do 
certain things and prohibits us from doing others. He has complete legislative power and His 
decree can’t be overturned by anyone, because He says: His is the creation and His is the 
command. [7:54]. 


Whatever Al-Hakam legislates for us is never burdensome and never unfair. He laid down the 


perfect rules to protect the rights of everyone— men and women, the righteous and the sinner, 
the believer and the unbeliever. 
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When someone converts to Islam, Al-Hakam forgives all of his previous sins and evil deeds. A 
man called Amr came to the Prophet Muhammad (sw) and said, “Give me your right hand so that 
I may give you my pledge of loyalty.” Rasool (sw) stretched out his right hand. Amr withdrew 
his hand. The Prophet (sw) said: “What has happened to you, O Amr?” He replied, “I intend to 
lay down a condition.” The Prophet (sw) asked: “What condition do you intend to put forward?” 
Amr said, “That Allah forgives my sins.” The Prophet (sw) said: “Didn’t you know that 
converting to Islam erases all previous sins?” [Muslim] This is the beautiful justice of Allah. 
Alhamdulillah ‘alaa ni’matul Islam— Praise be to Allah for the blessing of Islam. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Trust in Al-Hakam at all times. 

Take comfort in the fact that even if people are unjust, you will get your justice from Al- 
Hakam! Don’t despair, and fully rely on His judgment. Al-Hakam says: Follow what has been 
revealed to you, and be steadfast until Allah’s judgment comes. He is the Best of Judges. [10:109] 


2. Be motivated to do good deeds. 

Al-Hakam is wise. He is the ultimate Judge, and He decreed that you don’t have to bear 
the sin of another. You’ll never ever be wronged by Al-Hakam; you’re never punished for more 
than the sin you commit, nor will any good deed go without a reward. This is the justice-system 
of Al-Hakam: 


Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, and whoever 
brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will not be 
wronged. [6:160]. Let this motivate you to take each chance to do a good deed; benefit from your 
health, wealth and free time by using them wisely. 


3. Make the Quran and sunnah your guides. 

You should take the Quran and the sunnah for guidance in all matters, in all areas in your 
life. How many people refer to non-Islamic legislations only when it comes to divorce, 
inheritance, and the like? You should make the Quran and sunnah your guidance between right 
and wrong in everything you do, to guide you in your personal life, your community, your 
society, your interactions with others, your business, etc. 


4. Remember Al-Hakam and stand up for the truth. 

Remind yourself that you will stand before Him one day to be judged by Him. Make this 
your motivation to mind your actions in this world. Always stand up for truth and justice, 
even if it’s against yourself. Strive for a positive verdict from the One and only Judge. 


5. Always be fair and equal in judging others! 

Whenever you’re in a position to judge between parties, for example a family affair, 
always be equal and just. Al-Hakam says: Behold, Allah bids you to deliver all that you have 
been entrusted with unto those who are entitled thereto and whenever you judge between people, 
to judge with justice. [4:58] 


6. Never object to the decree of Al-Hakam. 
Whenever Al-Hakam decrees something, He does so with perfect wisdom. Never object 
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to the decree of Al-Hakam by complaining about your fate and questioning Him (e.g. why 
do I have to go through this?) Only people who don’t understand Allah’s names and attributes 
will question Him, so make it a striving to study al Asmaa ul husnaa. 


7. Ask Al-Hakam for protection and guidance. 
Ask Allah Al-Hakam to protect you from injustice at the hands of others and ask Him to 
make you just toward others. Ask Him to make you adhere to whatever He’s legislated for you. 


O Allah, Al-Hakam, we know You are the Perfect Judge. Aid us to adhere to your legislation in 
our daily lives, make us of those who are equal and just to others and of those who always stand 
up for the truth. Protect us from the injustice of others, adorn us with reliance upon You and Your 
justice at all times, Ameen! 


Al-Baari’: The Originator, The Producer, The Inventor 


He is the One who creates form out of nothing. Al-Baari’ creates with no model or similarity and 
evolves that which is in perfect proportion and harmony without any fault! 


Meaning: Baari’ comes from the root baa-raa-hamza, which points to three main meanings. 
1) To create and to form out of nothing. 
2) To evolve, using pre-existing matter. 
3) To be individual and free and clear from another, and from fault and blemish. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Baari’ on three occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
31 times in the Quran in 10 derived forms. Examples of these forms are tabarra’a (“will 
disown”), baraa’atun (“is an exemption”), baree’un (“free”), and al-bariyyati (“(of) the 
creatures”). 


Linguistically, scholars mentioned two concepts related to the root ba-ra-‘a: bari’a, which means 
to be free from or distant from something and baree’a, which means creation. In the context of 
Allah Al-Baari’ means He is the Creator, the Originator, the Inventor who distinguished all 
creatures from each other by their detailed characteristics! 


Al-Baari’ Himself says: He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the 
best names [59:24] and...That is best for [all of] you in the sight of your Creator. [2:54] 


Allah al-Baari’ makes a parable: O mankind! Here is an example for your understanding, so 
listen to it carefully. Those deities whom you call besides Allah, cannot create a single fly, even if 
they all combined their forces, rather, if a fly snatches away anything from them they cannot even 
get it back; how feebleminded are the suppliants and how powerless are those whom they 
supplicate! [22:73] Allah revealed specific knowledge to the Prophet (sw), for example in the 
field of science, and the believers must be certain this is truth. In this ayah Allah al-Baari’ is 
challenging anybody, including modern-day scientists, to make a fly and they are not able 
to. A fly is a complete living being with a tiny yet comprehensive flight management, guidance, 
and surveillance system without turbines or propellers— a marvelous nano-technological design. 
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How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Have firm confidence in al-Baari’. 

Let this divine attribute of Allah restore your confidence in times when modern science 
tries to divert you away from belief in a Creator. A Bedouin who lived in the desert and who 
expressed it most eloquently, when he was asked, “How do you know your Lord?” He replied: 
“If you see the camel dung you know that a camel has passed this way, and if you see a footstep 
you know that a person has passed this way, so the heaven with its stars and the earth with its 
mountain passes and the oceans with their high waves all point to the existence of the All- 
Hearing, All-Seeing.” Let this inspire you in yaqeen (certainty) and faith. 


2. Disassociate yourself from the bad. 

Distance yourself (baraa’a) from the haram and those who do bad, are corrupt, or 
cause mischief. But don’t stop there, distance yourself from bad first, then enjoin good and 
forbid evil. As a believer you should always be pro-active and strive for ehsaan (excellence) in 
whatever you do in society. Al-Baari’ said: Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to 
all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma’ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders 
one to do) and forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). 
And it is they who are the successful. [3:104]. 


3. Know that everything besides Him is created. 

Rasool (sw) said: There is no obedience to the creation, in disobedience to the Creator. 
Obedience is only in what is good. [al-Bukharee] Be very honest with yourself and look at how 
many occasions in your life you’ve actually tried to please the creation instead of pleasing al- 
Baari’. Then renew your intention (niyaa) to strive for the pleasure of Him only. 


4. Ponder the creation of al-Baari’. 

Look at the morning or evening sun, at tiny insects, flies, plants, and flowers. Study 
science and do so with the intention of pondering His creation. Also seek cure in the places Al- 
Baari’ revealed to His Prophet (sw), for example by studying the book: Medicine of the Prophet 
by Ibn Qayyim al Jawziyah. 


5. Spread the message. 

Use your knowledge of this powerful name to give da’wah to those who do not believe in 
their Creator. Ayah 73 in Surah al-Hajj is an amazing example for you to use! The Messenger of 
Allah (sw) said to ‘Ali (ra): Zf Allah guides a person through you, it is better for you than all that 
is on the earth. [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] Let this motivate you to daily carry out an act of da’wah, 
from showing good manners to conveying even one ayah, as the smallest deeds can be part of 
Allah’s guidance of someone to Islam. 


O Allah, Al-Baari’ ,we know that You create and form from nothing. Make us confident in our 
belief in You as the Originator of everything and let us worship you alone; guide us to obey You, 
distance ourselves from bad, enjoin good, and forbid evil. Help us ponder Your creations and 
appreciate Your power and greatness and give thanks to You, and make us of those who carry the 
da’wah of Your Oneness to others in the best way, ameen! 
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Al-Barr: The Source of Goodness 


He is the one is the most kind and courteous, the one who is gentle with His servants. Al-Barr is 
the source of all kindness and goodness, doing good to creation through all His blessings and 
favors! 


Meaning: Barr comes from the root baa-raa-raa, which points to five main meanings. 
1) To be devoted and gentle. 
2) To be just, proper and honest. 
3) To have regard for someone’s circumstances. 
4) To bestow bountiful gifts and be ample. 
5) To do good and be righteous. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Barr on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 32 
times in the Quran in three derived forms. Examples of these forms are al-birra (the 
righteousness), al-abraari (the righteous) and al-barr (the land). 


Linguistically, al-Birr is a unique word that entails all acts of righteousness and good conduct. 
[Ibn ‘Hajar Al-Haytami] Al-Barr is the source of all righteousness, the One from whom every 
good deed comes. Al-Barr is the One who does not stop His ihsaan because of the sins and 
disobedience of His slaves. [Imam al-Qurtubi] He is the One who is kind to the wrongdoers, 
pardons transgression, forgives the sinner, turns to the one who repents to Him, accepts the plea 
of those who ask Him. He has turned to His slaves with praiseworthy actions and good 
expectations, while He is the most deserving of them [Ar-Raazi]! 


Al-Barr Himself says: Indeed, we used to supplicate Him before. Indeed, it is He who is the 
Beneficent, the Merciful. [52:28] 


In the sunnah, we find a beautiful explanation of what al-birr is and it’s opposite: al-‘ithm. A 
man came asking the Rasullulah (sw) about righteousness and sin. So the Prophet (sw) said: 
Righteousness (al-birr) is good behaviour, and sin (al-‘ithm) is what fluctuates in your 
chest, and you would hate that the people discovered it about you. [At-Tirmidhee] 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


Allah explains beautifully the definition of al-birr in one ayah in the Quran. This ayah is a list of 
characteristics for the true believer to live by [2:177]: 


1. Take care of your emaan. 

Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but [true] 
righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the 
prophets...[2:177] The first thing is to have faith and believe in Allah Al-Barr, in the Day He will 
recompense you according to your good and bad deeds and in the Angels He sends of which 
some to write down your actions of righteousness and sin. Al-Barr revealed His message to 
mankind through His books and the prophets, in order to guide you on the path of al-Birr! Make 
sure you study the arkaan ul emaan (the pillars of faith). 


168 


2. Spend on charity. 

. . . and (the one who) gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the 
traveler, those who ask [for help], and for freeing slaves. ..[2:177] Straight after emaan Al- 
Birr mentions spending your money on family and those in need for it. Money sometimes gets 
dearer to us than anything else, Al-Barr reminds you that spending in His cause is the way to 
gain al-birr! 


3. Purify yourself to prayer and zakah. 

. . . [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah...[2:177] Let your prayer purify you 
spiritually by learning the meanings of what you say and concentrating on your salah, 
taking every moment to ask Al-Barr for goodness and righteousness. Give zakah to purify your 
wealth! 


4. Keep your promises and speak and act upon the truth. 

... [those who] fulfill their promise when they promise . . .[2:177] Keep your promises, no 
matter how big or small, even if it’s a promise to your sibling to help with homework or 
promising candy to your child. The prophet (sw) also said, “Truthfulness leads to Al-Birr and Al- 
Birr leads to Paradise. And a man keeps on telling the truth until he becomes a Siddiq (truthful 
person). Falsehood leads to Al-Fujur (i.e. wickedness, evil-doing, etc.), and Al-Fujur leads to the 
(Hell) Fire, and a man keeps on telling lies till he is written as a liar before Allah. [Al-Bukharee] 
Don’t accept any lies from yourself, not even “white lies” or lying while joking! 


5. Have sabr. 

. and [those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and during battle. Those are the ones 
who have been true, and it is those who are the righteous. [2:177] Practicing patience in hard 
times is your best training to cultivate al-birr. Next time you go through a test, tell yourself: it’s 
all part of a bigger plan. Your vehicle is sabr, on the road of al-birr, leading you to Jannah 
Inshallah. 


6. Treat your parents and children well. 

Ibn ‘Umar said: Allah has called them the ‘dutiful’ (al-Abrar) because they are dutiful 
(birr) to their parents and children. Just as you have a duty which you owe your parent, so you 
have a duty which you owe your child. [Al-Bukharee] Make an effort to be a good child to your 
parents and a good parent to your child! 


7. Dont be hasty. 

On the day of “Arafat, the Prophet (sw) heard a great cry and the beating of camels 
behind him. So he beckoned to the people with his lash, “O people! Be quiet. Hastening is not a 
sign of righteousness. [Al-Bukharee] Try to do your daily life activities in a modest manner, for 
example don’t walk loudly or hasty on the street in a way you are causing others inconvenience! 


8. Ask Al-Barr. 
Ask Al-Barr to guide you to al-birr. A supplication of the sunnah asking for al-birr, is the 
du’a for traveling; make sure you apply it each time you travel!* 


169 


O Allah, Al-Barr, we know that You are the source of all that is good. Adorn us with the 
characteristics of the abraar (righteous ones), guide us in good conduct in each company we are 
in, and make our righteousness a way to lead us to Your Paradise, Ameen! 


Al-Haleem: The Forebearing, Most Kind and Gentle 


He is the One who keeps on bestowing blessings, both visible and hidden, even though we 
disobey Him. Al-Haleem can punish us instantly, yet how often He grants us respite in a mild 
and serene manner, giving us the chance to turn back to Him! 


Meaning: Haleem comes from the root Haa-laam-meem, which points three main meanings. 
1) To be forbearing, lenient and to be forgiving. 
2) To be calm and serene. 
3) To be not hasty and exhibit moderation. 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Haleem occurs eleven times in the Quran. This root appears 21 
times in the Quran in two derived forms. Examples of these forms are ahlaamin (dreams), al- 
huluma (puberty), ahlaamuhum (their minds), and haleemin (forbearing). 


Linguistically, the concept of hilm refers to the patience that arises from a sense of deep serenity 
& lenience and the concept of sabr points to the patience that arises by self-restraint and enduring 
something without complaint. Al-Haleem: . . . observes disobedience to Him, yet anger doesn’t 
incite Him, nor does wrath seize Him, nor do haste and recklessness move Him to rush to take 
vengeance even though He’s utterly capable of doing that. [Al-Ghazali] 


Al-Haleem Himself says: If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive 
you. And Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing [64:17]... And Allah is Forgiving and 
Forbearing. [2:225] 


Al-Haleem Himself says: And if Allah were to punish people for what they have earned, He 
would not leave upon the earth any creature. But He gives them respite for a specified term. 
[35:45] Al-Haleem can delay a punishment to give you time to return to Him, seek His 
forgiveness, and change your ways, because He is forbearing. He can even cancel your 
punishment altogether. Isn’t Al-Haleem acting out His love for us in an amazing way? 


The hilm of people versus the hilm of Allah 

Imagine that you got caught doing something bad, but the person let’s it slide and doesn’t 
punish you or embarrass you. Would you feel embarrassment, relief, and gratitude, telling them 
you’re not going to do it again and be grateful for their forbearance? What about Allah? Every 
single day we do things we shouldn’t, and in most instances He lets it go. Because He is Al- 
Haleem, His hilm is far above any forbearance a human being can ever show. 


The parental system teaches us about Al-Haleem; the father and mother don’t have any rancor or 
hatred towards their children. In fact, they’re ready to sacrifice everything for their happiness. In 
this context Umar ibn al-Khattaab (ra) said: Some prisoners were brought to the Messenger of 
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Allah (sw), and there was a woman among the prisoners who was searching (for her child). 
When she found her child she embraced him and put him to her breast. Rasool (sw) said to us, 
‘Do you think that this woman would throw her child in the fire?’ We said, ‘No, by Allah, not 
even if she is able to.” The Messenger of Allah (sw) said, ‘Allah is more merciful to His slaves 
than this woman is to her child.’ [Al-Bukhaaree, Muslim] Who imbedded the great mercy and 
tenderness in a loving mother’s heart? Allah Al-Haleem. 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Be forbearing to others: contemplate and practice. 

No matter how bad your temper is, everyone can practice developing forbearance. The 
Prophet (sw) said to Ashajj ‘Abdu’1-Qays: “You have two qualities which Allah loves: 
forbearance and steadiness.” [Muslim] Is it forbearance when you let it slide once or twice but 
explode the third time because you have so much rancor inside you? Many relationships get 
destroyed because of moments of rage. Hilm is when you’re in a position to show your anger but 
still hold it back. How? Let Al-Haleem inspire you. Another way is to simulate forbearance for 
the sake of Al-Haleem, even though you feel enraged. Tell yourself: I’m suppressing my anger 
because I love Him and seek His Love, because I want to be close to Him, and because I 
would like to obey His messenger (sw). 


2. Don't take advantage of the hilm of Allah. 

Al-Haleem says to the people who inherited a garden but didn’t let the poor benefit from 
it: Such is the punishment [of this world]. And the punishment of the Hereafter is greater, if they 
only knew. [68:33] This punishment was a wake-up call for them and a mercy, because they 
realized their mistake. If Allah had allowed them to do as they wanted, their punishment in the 
Hereafter would be unforeseen. So know that Al-Haleem did set rules out for you and never take 
advantage of His forbearance. 


3. Show a good example to a sinful person. 

Never be arrogant towards a sinning person. Try to advise him/her gently and by showing 
a good example. Think to yourself: such a sinful person may, one day, turn to Al-Haleem with 
sincere repentance and become better and dearer to Allah than I am. Only put a person in 
check for the sake of Allah, so that they are made aware of the consequences of their actions and 
return to Allah. 


4. Be grateful for the hilm of Allah. 

Just like you would be grateful to anyone who overlooks your faults and mistakes, 
recognize the extreme and intense forbearance of Allah towards you and return to Him after you 
sin. And as a way of being thankful to al-Haleem for His forbearance, remember to train yourself 
to be forbearing. 


5. Make dua for hilm. 
Make du’a to Al-Haleem, asking Him for His forbearance for yourself and your loved 
ones. And ask Him to forgive you, because only He can protect you from His justified anger. 


O Allah Al-Haleem, we know You are the Most Forbearing and You delay and cancel Your 
Punishment with great Wisdom. Protect us from taking advantage of Your Hilm by persisting in 
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bad deeds, aid us to return to You after we sin, adorn us with gratitude for Your Forbearance 
and patience in hardships, make us of those who are forbearing and kind to others, never be 
arrogant and help us to develop hilm in times of anger, ameen! 


Ash-Shaheed: The All-and-Ever Witnessing 


Ash-Shaheed is the witness whose sight no one can escape. He is the One with full knowledge of 
all matters, witnessing the apparent and hidden, anywhere, any time. Ash-Shaheed is the witness 
and observer of all creation, thoughts, and actions, and the ultimate witness on the Day of 
Judgment! 


Meaning: Shaheed comes from the root sheen-haa-daal, which points to three main meanings. 
1) “To bear witness.” 
2) To offer testimony. 
3) To have knowledge of something. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Ash-Shaheed on 18 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
160 times in the Quran in nine derived forms. Examples of these forms include yashhadu (“to 
testify”), ashhidoo (“to take witness”), shahaadati (“the seen”) and shuhadaa (“witnesses, 
martyrs”). 


Shaheed refers to Allah’s awareness of everything; He hears every sound, loud and quiet, and 
sees the small and the large. In addition, He is the One who will testify for or against His 
servants for their deeds. 


Ash-Shaheed Himself says: 

Say: What thing is the greatest witness? Say: Allah is shaheed between you and I; this 
Qur’an has been revealed to me that I may warn therewith — you and whomsoever it may reach. 
[6:19] 


Allah is Witness over all things. [58:6] Allah is sufficient as Witness. [4:79] 


Allah (Himself) is Witness that there is no god except for Him. And the angels and the people of 
knowledge (too are witnesses). [3:18] 


When Allah created Adam, He wiped Adam’s back and every person that He will create from 
him until the Day of Resurrection fell out from his back. [At-Tirmidhi and Al-Haakim] Allah 
stated that He brought the descendants of Adam out of their fathers’ loins, and they testified 
against themselves that Allah is their Lord and King and that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Him. Allah then said,(and made them testify as to themselves (saying): “Am I not your 
Lord” They said: “Yes!”) [Tafseer ibn Katheer] This was your first testimony and it means we 
will have no excuse on the Day of Judgement! 


It will be said to a man from the people of the Fire on the Day of Resurrection, “If you owned all 
that is on the earth, would you pay it as ransom’ He will reply, ` Yes.’ Allah will say, “I ordered 
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you with what is less than that, when you were still in Adam’s loins, that is, associate none with 
Me (in worship). You insisted that you associate with Me (in worship).” [Tafseer ibn Katheer] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Say the sahahda, live the shahada. 

The Prophet (sw) said: Man shahida an la ilaha illallah dakhala al-jannah — Whoever 
witnesses that there is no god but Allah alone enters Paradise.[Saheeh Muslim]. Your testimony 
of faith in Allah is something you not only utter, but must live by. When you say I bear witness 
there is no god but Allah it means that in your talk and actions, in your house or outside you 
show that you love Allah more than anyone else, you accept Him as your Creator, Master and 
Ruler of the universe, that you worship Him alone in all matters and not your desires or others’ 
directions. Next time when you say the shahada in your prayer, reflect upon the meaning. 
Increase in saying la ilaha illallah to renew your emaan! 


2. Trust in Ash-Shaheed. 

Ash-Shaheed says in this beautiful soothing ayah: So wait patiently for your Lord’s 
decree, for surely you are in Our sight. [52:48] Rest assured that any unjust treatment by the 
hands of others you go through, slander, gossip or abuse, Ash-Shaheed is your Witness and you 
will get justice. 


3. Remember that you are a servant. 

It’s sometimes easy to shout at your family or children inside the house, or even oppress 
someone when you are in a position of authority over them. Remind yourself in each situation, 
wherever you are, whoever you talk to, whatever position you have, that you are a servant of 
Allah. Ash-Shaheed is witnessing every step you make and will take you to account. Use this tip: 
when you are about to do something wrong, look up at the sky and imagine Ash-Shaheed is 
watching you! 


4. Don’t make your limbs testify against you. 

Use your tongue for speech beloved by Ash-Shaheed, your eyes to read the Quran, your 
limbs to pray to Him as they will all testify as what you used them for! The Prophet (sw) said: I 
was amazed at how a servant will dispute with his Lord on the Day of Resurrection. He will say, 
“My Lord, did You not promise me that you would not treat me unjustly” Allah will say, “Yes.” 
The man will say, “I will not accept any witness against me except from myself.” Allah will say, 
“Is it not sufficient that I and the angels, the noble scribes, are witnesses” These words will be 
repeated several times, then a seal will be placed over his mouth and his organs (or limbs) will 
speak about what he used to do. Then he will say, “Away with you! It was only for your sake that 
I was arguing!”’)” [Muslim and An-Nasa’i] 


5. Always stand up for the truth. 

Always stand up for the truth in your testimonies, even if it is against yourself! 
Sometimes it is hard to admit a mistake, or testifying for the truth might even endanger you, but 
know this characteristic is one of true honor of a believer, which earns you not just a place in 
Paradise, but a place of honor! And those who are in their testimonies upright and those who 
[carefully] maintain their prayer: they will be in gardens, honored. [70:33-35] 


173 


O Allah, Ash-Shaheed, we know that You witness all things. Guide us to live by the shahada and 
make us utter the testimony of faith on our deathbed. Help us remember that You are witnessing 
us, and make this awareness an inspiration for us to increase our good deeds. Make us always 
stand up for the truth and join us with the prophets and shuhada in the highest Paradise, Ameen! 


Ar-Ragqeeb: The Watchful 


Ar-Ragqeeb is the One Who sees what is hidden in the hearts and He is the One Who charges your 
soul for what it has earned. He is the All-and-Ever-Watchful, observing everyone’s actions, 
thoughts, and feelings. Ar-Raqeeb is also The Controller; preserving and organizing the affairs of 
creation with the perfect planning! 


Raqeeb comes from the root raa-qaaf-baa, which points to three main meanings. 

1) To look, watch, observe, and be vigilant. 

2) To erect in order to care for something. Raqeeb is the one who takes charge, which includes 
protecting, maintaining, and preserving. 

3) To regard, to hold in consideration and respect. 


Allah calls Himself Ar-Raqeeb on three occasions in the Quran. This root appears 24 times in 
the Quran in six derived forms. Examples of these forms are raqabatin (“a slave”), raqeebun 
(“an observer’), fartagib (“so watch”) and laa yarquboona (“they do not respect (the ties) ”). 


In the Arabic language raqeeb means is the one who watches over or supervises things. That 
includes rageeb al-jaysh (sergeant) who guards and protects, and rageeb al-qawm who guards 
the people. [See: Lisaan al-‘ Arab under ‘ragiba’] A margab is a high place on which someone is 
on guard to observe what is beneath and ar-raqaba is the neck, because it is erect. 


Ar-Raqeeb Himself says: Surely, Allah is Ever and All-Watcher over you. [4:1] And Allah is 
Ever a Watcher over all things [33:52] and ...but when You took me up, You were the Watcher 
over them; and You are a Witness to all things. [5:117]. 


Narrated ` Abdullah ibn Zayd ibn Aslam, from his father, from his grandfather, who said: When I 
was accompanying `Umar ibn al-Khattab on his patrol of Madinah at night, he felt tired, so he 
leaned against a wall. It was the middle of the night, and (we heard) a woman say to her 
daughter, “O my daughter, get up and mix that milk with some water.” The girl said, “O Mother, 
did you not hear the decree of Amir al-Mu’ minin (chief of the believers) today?” The mother 
said, “What was that?” The girl said, “He ordered someone to announce in a loud voice that milk 
should not be mixed with water.” The mother said, “Get up and mix the milk with water; you are 
in a place where `Umar cannot see you.” The girl told her mother, “I cannot obey Him (Allah) in 
public and disobey Him in private.” [Sifat al-Safwah and Wafiyat al-A’ yan and cited by Ibn al- 
Jawzi in Ahkam al-Nisa’] This is an example of how we should understand and be aware of Ar- 
Raqeeb. This young woman was upright in her deeds, in public and private, because she believed 
that Allah was observing her at all times! The righteous leader ‘Umar Ibn Abdul-Azeez 
descended from her! 
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How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Know that you are never alone. 

A scholar in the past advised: “Repeat the following statement whenever you go to bed, 
wake up or go out, “Allah looks at me; Allah watches me; Allah witnesses me.” Knowing that 
Ar-Raqeeb is watching over you is called muraqabah; remind yourself Allah is watching your 
every move, feel His presence and converse with Him, making du’a to Him to keep your 
intentions pure and your deeds upright. When someone you look up to is watching you, you 
always try your best to impress them, what about Allah? So next time give extra sadaqah, pray 
on time and read the Quran more and impress Ar-Rageeb! 


2. Mind your words. 

Some of us might stay away from the major sins, such as adultery and interest, but we 
daily commit thousands of sins with the way we speak and what we speak about. Be inspired by 
Ar-Raqeeb to mind every word you speak and ask yourself: does this speech please Allah or 
make Him angry? Allah says: Man does not utter any word except that with him is an observer 
prepared [to record]. [50:18] 


3. Remember Ar-Rageeb when you are tempted. 

One day Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) found a shepherd and asked if the boy would sell him a 
sheep. The boy replied that it was not his. “Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) made him an offer to see 
how he would react. He said: “If your master asks you, tell him that the sheep was eaten by a 
wolf.” The boy looked at him and said, “And what would I say to Him (i.e. Allah)?” `Umar 
cried and said, “By Allah, you are right. What would you say to Him?” Whenever you feel 
tempted to something haram or not doing something Allah wants from you (like praying, 
wearing hijab etc) think about Ar-Raqeeb watching you; would you dare to look up to the sky 
and say ‘no’ to Allah? A’udhubillah! 


4. Be rageeb to yourself. 
Be rageeb yourself, by watching over others and stand up for good and against wrong. 
And be on the watch for the Shaytan and his tricks! 


5. Supplicate to Ar-Rageeb. 

When the Prophet Yunus (as) was all alone in the whale, what did he say? And 
‘remember when the Man of the Whale stormed off "from his city’ in a rage, thinking We 
would not restrain him. Then in the ‘veils of' darkness he cried out, “There is no god ‘worthy 
of worship" except You. Glory be to You! I have certainly done wrong.” [21:87] 

—Prophet Yunus (as) was all alone and he sought forgiveness from Ar-Rageeb Who was 
watching him all along. Next time when you are all alone, whether it be physically because you 
are stuck somewhere, or mentally because you feel down, seek the forgiveness of Allah and He 
will give you a way out! 


O Allah, Ar-Raqgeeb, we know that You watch over and control all things. Guide us to be watchful 
over our hearts and our obligations towards you, adorn us with ihsaan, worshiping you as 
though we see You for if we don't see You, You surely see us, aid us in purifying our intentions, 
help us remember Your watchfulness over us, and make this awareness an inspiration for us to 
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increase our good deeds and stay away from our bad habits, ameen! 


Al-Qareeb: The Near, the Close One 


MEANING: Allah calls Himself Al-Qareeb, the Near One, on one occasion in the Quran. He is 
the One who is closest to mankind, by His hearing, seeing, knowing, and witnessing, and the 
successful ones are those closest to Al-Qareeb in the Hereafter! 


Meaning: Qareeb comes from the root qaaf-raa-baa, which points to three main meanings: 
1) To be close, bring near or to approach. 
2) To be a relative. 
3) To offer or sacrifice. 


Occurrence: This root appears 96 times in the Quran in 11 derived forms. Examples of these 
forms are taqraboo(“go near”), al-qurbaa (“the relatives”), qareebun (“near, impending”) and al- 
muqarabeena (“those brought near”). 


Linguistically, gareeb is related to time or place and the opposite is ba’eed (far). Qareeb can 
refer both to physical and non-physical closeness, for example in the expression: that person is 
close to my heart, in which it refers to a close emotional connection. 


Allah Al-Qareeb is The Near through His perfect hearing, seeing, and understanding of every 
action, feeling or thought of the whole of mankind. 


Al-Qareeb tells us: ...Say, if I should err, I would only err against myself. But if I am guided, it is 
by what my Lord reveals to me. Indeed, He is Hearing and Near [34:50]. 


Allah is Al-Qareeb and His type of closeness (qurb) is a general nearness or closeness, as He is 
the All-Hearer, All-Seer and All-Knower of both believers and non-believers, sinners and good- 
doers. He knows what is felt, done and thought. Allah says: ... There is in no private 
conversation three but that He is the fourth of them, nor are there five but that He is the sixth of 
them — and no less than that and no more except that He is with them [in knowledge] wherever 
they are [58:7] 


Then there is a special closeness, reserved for those believers who work to attain it. Allah says: 
... And the forerunners, the forerunners -those are the ones brought near [to Allah ] in the 
Gardens of Pleasure.” [56, 10-12] 

The mugarraboon are those brought near to Al-Qareeb. They are those who believe and 
perform good deeds and therefore attain a close status to Allah which translates into help, 
protection and blessings in this life and closeness of place to Him in Jannah. 


How Can You Live By This Name? 
1. Empty your heart to Al-Qareeb. 


Some complain they don’t feel close to Allah, there is no concentration in prayer etc. 
Realize He is Al-Qareeb; when you’ ve had a bad day, He knows what happened. When you had a 
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good day, He knows what made you happy. So take your prayer to concentrate and empty your 
heart to Al-Qareeb; present to Him your worries, ask for His help, show Him your gratefulness 
and He will give you more. Transform every worry into a supplication! 


2. Follow the call. 

Al-Qareeb says: “When my servants ask thee concerning Me I am indeed qareeb (close to 
them); I listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calls on Me; let them also with a will 
listen to My call and believe in Me; that they may walk in the right way.” [2:186] So not only let 
this Name inspire you to ask Him, but also to follow His commands, prohibitions and 
instructions laid out in the Quran and Sunnah! 


3. Be ashamed of your bad deeds, speech, & actions. 

Al-Qareeb uses His attribute of closeness together with His attribute of hearing: “Indeed, 
He is Hearing and near.” [34:50] Let this inspire you to mind everything you say, whether it is in 
public or private, at work or to relatives. Know Allah is closer to you than your jugular vein, 
let this make you feel comforted and secure, but also be ashamed of your bad deeds, speech and 
actions, knowing He is so close to you! 


4. Know the Day of Judgement is near. 

Allah says: “[The time of] their account has approached for the people, while they are in 
heedlessness turning away.” [21:1] On many occasions in the Quran Al-Qareeb reminds us that 
the Day of Judgement is near. Act upon this knowledge by regularly bringing yourself to 
account, repenting and seeking Allah’s forgiveness often. 


5. Strive to be of al-mugarraboon. 

The muqarraboon have the highest place in paradise and their top consists of the 
prophets, the siddiqeen, the martyrs, and the righteous. Strive and ask Allah to make you one of 
them. Ibn Katheer said about the ones close to Allah: They are those who do the obligatory acts 
and the recommended ones and they abstain from the prohibited acts, the disliked acts, and [even 
abstain] from some of the permissible ones [due to them bringing no benefit in the afterlife] 
[Tafseer ibn Katheer] Some of the salaf said: They are the first of people to go to the mosque and 
the first to go out for jihaad for the sake of Allah. 


O Allah, Al-Qareeb, we know that You are closer to us than our jugular vein. Guide us in seeking 
Your closeness, turning to You only and respond to Your call. Adorn us with shame before You, 
help us prepare for the Day of Judgement and make us of al-muqarraboon, Ameen! 


Al-Muheet: The All-Encompassing 


Meaning: He is the One from whom nothing is hidden. He encompasses everything with His 
knowledge and keeps strict count of all things. 


Al-Muheet encompasses the whole creation. His knowledge, power, mercy, and dominion 


encompass all things, and all beings are under His control. There is no hiding or escaping from 
His encompassing attributes and essence. 
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Muheet comes from the root Haa-waw-Taa, which carries three main meanings: 
1) Surrounding. 
2) Pervading and comprehending. 
3) To encompass and envelop. 


Linguistically, muheet and waasi’ are related in meaning, and both include vastness, 
encompassing, and comprehension. Both attributes of Allah represented in Al-Muheet and Al- 
Waasi’ imply that there is nothing beyond Him, nothing is hidden from Him and His knowledge 
and power are all-encompassing. 


Occurrence: 7-8 times. This root appears 28 times in the Quran in three derived forms. 
Examples of these forms are ahaata (“has encompassed, will surround”), muheetun 
(“encompassing”) and /amuheetatun (“will surely encompass, surround”). 


Evidence: “...And Allah encompasses the unbelievers.” (Surat Al-Baqarah, 2:19) 


Al-Muheet Himself says: . . . Indeed, Allah is encompassing of what they do.[Quran, 3:120]... 
And ever is Allah , of what they do, encompassing. [Quran, 4:108] . . . And to Allah belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. And ever is Allah, of all things, 
encompassing. [Quran, 4:126] 


On most occasions in the Quran Allah uses the root hawata in the context of encompassing 
knowledge, specifically how Allah encompasses both the seen and unseen in His infinite 
knowledge and how the creation encompasses only that which He allows. 


Allah also uses this root multiple times as an attribute of one of His creations: Jahanam. He says: 
They urge you to hasten the punishment. And indeed, Hell will be encompassing of the 
disbelievers. [Quran, 29:54] And: . . . And among them is he who says, “Permit me [to remain at 
home] and do not put me to trial.” Unquestionably, into trial they have fallen. And indeed, Hell 
will encompass the disbelievers. [Quran, 9:49] 


This choice of words shows us how overwhelming and terrifying Jahanam is and how it will 
close in completely on its inhabitants. And say, “The truth is from your Lord, so whoever wills — 
let him believe; and whoever wills — let him disbelieve.” Indeed, We have prepared for the 
wrongdoers a fire whose walls will surround them . . .[Quran, 18:29] May Al-Muheet save us 
from this terrible fate, Ameen! 


How Can We Live By This Name? 


1. Be both comforted and alerted by Al-Muheet. 

Realize that Allah controls all beings and that whenever people wrong you, this is 
encompassed in the knowledge of Al-Muheet. He will deal with them accordingly. Also be 
alerted by the fact that nothing escapes nor is hidden from Al-Muheet, let this inspire you to 
purify your heart, your behavior, and your wealth and be just in dealing with others, regardless 
your position. 


2. Realize your knowledge is limited. 
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Living in an era when knowledge seems to be very easily accessible through the internet 
and rapidly developing know-how of technology, we tend to forget that our true knowledge is 
very limited. On many occasions in the Quran Al-Muheet mentions His attribute of complete 
encompassing knowledge and power as opposed to our very limited and dependent knowledge. 
In Ayatul Kursi, an ayah we should read according to the sunnah daily after each obligatory 
prayer and before going to sleep, Allah reminds us of this fact: . . . and they encompass not a 
thing of His knowledge except for what He wills . . [Quran, 2:255] Next time you read this ayah 
remind yourself your knowledge is completely dependent on Allah, get rid of any arrogance and 
submit fully to Him. 


3. Don't let your sins encompass you. 

As human beings, we sin. However, if we wouldn’t sin and turn to Allah seeking His 
forgiveness, Al-Muheet would replace us with other people who would sin and ask Him for 
forgiveness so that He would forgive them. 

Always strive to NOT be encompassed by your sins and let your good deeds outweigh 
your bad deeds. Yes, whoever earns evil and his sin has encompassed him — those are the 
companions of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally. [2:81] 

LESSON: A great tip is to follow up a bad deed with a good deed straight away, for example 
when you have gossiped, ask Allah’s forgiveness and straight away make du’a for that person. 


4. Dont be anxious about the future. 

The majority of our worries are based on future concepts and expectations, which often 
turn out to not even occur! Allah knows what is [presently] before them and what will be after 
them, but they do not encompass it in knowledge. [20:110] 

Don’t worry about the unknown, accept that Al-Muheet revealed exactly the knowledge 
to you, you need to navigate through this life successfully and don’t be anxious about the future 
as you will never know what will happen tomorrow. 


O Allah, Al-Muheet, we know that You encompass all things. Make us realize and act upon our 
knowledge that all our deeds, both good and bad, are encompassed in Your knowledge. Don’t let 
our sins encompass us, envelop us in Your mercy and save us from being surrounded by the walls 
of the Hellfire, ameen! 


Al-Haseeb: The Sufficient & Ultimate Accountant 


Allah is the One who keeps account of everything in the worlds and requites even the smallest of 
deeds. Al-Haseeb is The Sufficient; in general because He takes care of all His slaves, giving 
them benefits and warding off harm. Al-Haseeb takes extra special care of those of His pious 
slaves who put their trust in Him, giving them support and victory! 


Meaning: Haseeb & Haasib come from root haa-seen-baa, pointing out to 3 main meanings. 
1) Reckoning, counting, and calculating. 
2) To give without sparing and to give without the receiver’s expectation. 
3) To suffice, to be sufficient, or to be without measure. 
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Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Haseeb on three occasions in the Quran. This root appears 
109 times in the Quran in eight derived forms. Examples of these forms are tahsabanna 
(“think”), hasbunaa (“sufficient for us”), and al hisaab (“the account’). 


Linguistically, hisaab is used to indicate an account, bill, or balance. Al-Haseeb is the One in 
Whose Hand is the final account on Judgement Day and He will present to mankind their balance 
in which every detail will be recorded followed by a most accurate, just, and eternal recompense. 


Al-Haseeb Himself says: Is not Allah Sufficient for His slave? [39:36] . . . And sufficient is Allah 
as Accountant.” [4:6] and . . . And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet [in return] with 
one better than it or [at least] return it [in a like manner]. Indeed, Allah is ever, over all things, an 
Accountant. [4:86] 


The name Al-Haseeb is close in meaning to Al-Hafeedh, The Preserver. The balance of the entire 
cosmos shows that there’s a great power capable of computing even the smallest atom up to the 
largest planet — that power is Allah (swt). The course of the moon, the sun, the clouds, the 
change of seasons and all systems in the universe perfectly run their course to guarantee the 
preservation of our life on earth in the best way so that we are able to do what we are created for: 
to worship Al-Haseeb. 


Surely we have created everything according to a measure. And our command is but one, as 
(swift as) the twinkling of an eye. [54:49-50] His attribute of hasaba truly is miraculous. 


The six pillars of faith: 
. ; . epa 
oe cued he Angel ilar 6 SLOSS 
(4) with His Messengers (pillar four) BEDE Se AAAs 
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Al-Haseeb mentions this dhikr in one of the most powerful and important ayahs of the Quran: 
Those to whom hypocrites said, “Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so fear them.” 
But it [merely] increased them in faith, and they said, “Sufficient for us is Allah and [He is] the 
best Disposer of affairs.” [3:173] 


What is hasaba? It is Arabic means reckoning, counting, and calculating. It also means to 
suffice and to be sufficient and it repeats 109 times in the Quran. What does ‘hasaba’ have to do 
with your belief in the Last Day? The Day of Judgement is also called: Yawm-ul Hisbaab, the 
Day of Account and the dhikr we learn today is straight related to this dreadful day and to any 
hardship you face in life! 


Imagine..you are standing there. Sweating. Scared. Trembling. Naked. Barefooted. 
Uncircumcised. Then the Lord of the Worlds will start speaking to you, directly with no 
translator, no intermediary. Can you imagine what will go through your mind? Wouldn’t you 
wish you left that bad habit? That you helped your oppressed brothers and sisters? You read the 
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Quran? The Prophet (sw) said: ..The person will look to his right, and will not see anything but 
his deeds. Then the person will look in front of himself and will see nothing but the hellfire 
facing him. So protect yourself from Hellfire even by giving a charity of half a date. [Al- 
Bukharee] It’s all about that moment now; will you get your book of deeds in your right hand or 
in your left, will you go to Jannah or to the blazing Fire? 


Now the questioning starts.. the moment of the hisaab, your final account. Yawm-ul Hisaab is the 
day when you will see records of all your deeds and you will be held accountable for them. 
Imagine your mouth being sealed and all your limbs will start revealing what they were used for 
by you..Allah says: On the day when their tongues, their hands, and their feet will bear witness 
against them as to their actions. [24:24] 


One of the most powerful dhikr taught to you in the Quran and the Sunnah which you can and 
should use for all challenges you might ever face is: 


Jasal abigail Contac 


Hasbunallaahu wa ni’mal wakeel means: Allah is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer 
of affairs. And here are its facts: 


-Say it when you fear Yawm-ul Hisaab: The Prophet (sw) said, “How can I feel at ease when the 
Angel of the Trumpet, (Israfil) has put his lips to the Trumpet and is waiting for the order to 
blow it?” Rasool (sw) perceived as if this had shocked his Companions, so he told them to seek 
comfort through reciting: ‘Hasbunallaahu wa ni’mal wakeel.’ 


-It was the du’a of Ibraheem (as): 

Can you imagine fire getting cool? These were the words of our father Ibraheem (as). Ibn 
‘Abbas (ra) said: When Ibraheem (as) was thrown into the fire, he said: “Allah (Alone) is 
sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs.” 


-It was the instruction of Allah in the Quran! 

In a seemingly overpowering situation this is what the Prophet (sw) and the Companions 
(ra) exclaimed as you can read in the central ayah; and so should we! But it [merely] increased 
them in faith, and they said, “Sufficient for us is Allah and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs.” 
Have you seen our oppressed brothers and sisters on the news, raising their finger and saying 
‘hasbunallaahu wa ni’mal wakeel!’ while they are in the most terrifying situations? 


Saying this means: 


Hasbunaa-llaah: from hasaba, meaning ‘sufficient for us’. It means that you know that Allah is 
sufficient for you. He is the Bestower and Withholder and that only He can remove any harm. 


Wa ni’mal wakeel: meaning ‘and He is the Best Disposer of affairs’. This means that you put 


your trust in Him and leave your matters to Him to take care of. It means you accept His decree 
and submit to Him. 
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Saying this dhikr, remind yourself of the hisaab, your belief in the Day of Judgement and being 
accountable for all your deeds. This dhikr is the healing touch in your life and a true productivity 
tip from the Quran and the Sunnah to face life’s hardships! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Bring yourself to account. 

[It will be said], Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as 
accountant. [17:14]. Make it a daily habit, for example before you go to sleep, to sit back and do 
muhassabah: an honest self-criticism. Bring yourself to account before you’re brought to 
account. Make a list of your main weaknesses & make a practical plan on how to work on them. 


2. Repent within six hours to Al-Haseeb. 

A very important consequence of taking yourself to account is that you repent. How can 
you repent if you don’t even realize you did something wrong? That’s why al-muhassabah is so 
important. The Prophet (sw) told us about a beautiful opportunity: The Scribe on the left delays 
registering the sin of a Muslim for six hours. If he repents (within these six hours), and seeks 
Allah’s forgiveness, they drop it off. If he doesn’t, they write is down as a single sin. [At- 
Tabaranee] When you’ re about to sin, remind yourself that this sin will be written down and 
presented to you on the scariest day of your life: the day of Judgement. Take your chance to 
repent within six hours to avoid your sin being presented to you on this dreadful day. 


3. Be honest in your dealings. 

Even though people might not find out you were dishonest in your dealings, Al-Haseeb 
will add it to your account. So always be honest in any transaction you do, at work, at school, 
even in dividing things at home amongst your family and children. 


4. Say hasbun-Allaahu wa ni’mal wakeel. 


JaSgI aig ul Citas means Allah is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs and 


is one of the most powerful statements we are taught to say in the Quran and the Sunnah. If you 
put your complete trust in Al-Haseeb, by leaving all matters to Him by seeking only His 
pleasure, by accepting His decree, and by submitting to His will, you can face any challenge in 
life. Ibn ‘Abbas (ra) said: When (Prophet) Ibraheem (as) was thrown into the fire, he said: Allah 
(Alone) is sufficient for us, and, He is the Best Disposer of affairs [Al-Bukharee]. 


5. Return the greeting of salaam. 

Al-Haseeb even accounts our salaam. Allah instructs us: And when you are greeted with a 
greeting, greet [in return] with one better than it or [at least] return it [in a like manner]. 
Indeed, Allah is ever, over all things, an Accountant. [4:86] So if a Muslim greets you with the 
salaam, return the greeting with a better salaam (wa ‘alaykum ussalaam wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuhu), or at least equal to the salaam that was given. Therefore, the better salaam is 
recommended, while returning it equally is an obligation. 


6. Ask Al-Haseeb. 
Aim high in asking Allah Al-Haseeb; instead of just asking for Jannah, ask for the highest 
level, Jannatul Firdaws bi ghayri hisaab— without reckoning. A very important daily dhikr is: 
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o PE ne ene E o ee o2 2 8 b Le Aa, 7 o z 
maa A y 9 9 Sgi dale gA Y U Y l oaa 


”Allah is sufficient for me. There is no God but He. I have placed my trust in Him, He is Lord 
of the Majestic Throne.” — Whoever says this seven times in the morning after fajr and seven 
times after Asr, Allah will take care of whatever worries him/her of the matter of this world and 
the Hereafter. [Muslim] 


O Allah, Al-Haseeb, we know that You measure and bring all to account. Guide us in bringing 
ourselves to account regularly, make us of those who remember Your hisaab and repent to You 
continuously, and adorn us with trust in You during all life’s challenges. You are sufficient for us 
and You are the best disposer of our affairs, make us reflect the signs of Your amazing attribute of 
hasaba in the entire universe and in ourselves and make us enter Jannatul Firdaws al ‘Alaa 
without reckoning, ameen! 


Al-Ghaniyy: The Self-Sufficient, The Independent 


He is the one without need of anything. Al-Ghaniyy is self-sufficient, free of any dependence, 
and rich— while all of His creatures stand in need of Him! 


Meaning: Ghaniyy comes from the root ghayn-noon-yaa which points to four main meanings. 
(1) to be self-sufficient and independent. 
(2) to be free from needs or wants. 
(3) to be satisfied and content and the fourth to be wealthy and rich. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Ghaniyy on 18 occasions in the Quran. This root appears 73 
times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are aghnaa (availed), 
yughnee (benefits, avail) and istaghnaa (considers himself self-sufficient). 


Linguistically, ghina is used to refer to the concept of independence because of being self- 
sufficient. The opposite is faqr, which refers to poverty, being in need. Faqeer is used to 
describe a poor person. In reality no one is in absence of need of Allah and everyone is 
dependent on no one other than Him. Therefore, Al-Ghaniyy is the only One who truly 
transcends all needs, is completely satisfied, and the One upon whose wealth, riches, and 
blessings all others depend! 


Al-Ghaniyy Himself says: But if you disbelieve — then to Allah belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and whatever is on the earth. And ever is Allah Free of need and Praiseworthy [4:131] 
.. And whoever turns away — then indeed, Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy [60:6] 


In the Quran, Allah combines His name Al-Ghaniyy ten times with His name Al-Hameed (The 
Praiseworthy). For example, the believers are instructed to spend of their wealth in charity, 
however Allah is far Richer from needing their charity, but the purpose is that the distance 
between the rich and the poor becomes less. [Tafseer ibn Katheer] 
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Of whatever is given, it is the piety behind it that will reach Al-Ghaniyy, as He reveals: It is 
neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety from you that reaches Him. 
[22:37]. Whenever a believer gives in charity with a sincere intention, he should know that Allah 
is the Most Rich and He will reward him for his charity and multiply it many times. And 
complete praise and thanks is to Him, as no one can do Him a favor, for everything is His own 
creation and invention! 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Don't let wealth distract you. 

No matter how wealthy you are, good-looking or of good career, remind yourself Who is 
the real owner of everything. O mankind! You are the poor ones in need of Allah, where as Allah 
is the Rich Beyond Need , the Praiseworthy. [Quran, 35:15] So use your money, power and 
position to please Him only. 


2. Thank Al-Ghaniyy. 

Whenever anything of wealth comes your way, for example a promotion through work, a 
financial gain, or anything of benefit to you, make sure the first thing you do is to thank Al- 
Ghaniyy and to ask Him to aid you to use it wisely and make it a source of barakah (blessings) 
for you. Musa said: If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone on Earth, Allah is Rich 
Beyond Need, Praiseworthy. [Quran, 14:8] 


3. Be content. 

The Prophet (saw) said: Richness is not having many possessions. Rather, true richness is 
the richness of the soul. [Al-Bukhaaree] Remind yourself that the highest degree of wealth is 
contentment with the decree of Allah ‘azza wa jall. Strive for ridaa, which means you are 
satisfied with whatever Al-Ghaniyy gives you or withholds from you as this is the ultimate key to 
the tranquility of your soul. 


4. Don't beg or ask from others when there is no need. 

The Prophet (saw) said: It is better for anyone of you to take a rope and bring a bundle of 
wood over his back and sell it, and Allah will save his face because of that, rather than to ask the 
people who may or may not give. [Al-Bukhaaree] As a Muslim you should strive to not burden 
other Muslims or be lazy and inactive. 


You should never ask from others just to increase your wealth. The Prophet (saw) warned: 
Whoever begs from the people in order to accumulate wealth, it is as if he is asking for a live 
coal, so let him ask for a little or a lot. [Muslim] The Prophet mentioned three cases in which it is 
allowed to ask the help of others: in case of repaying debts, when a calamity has stricken and all 
your wealth is destroyed or when one is stricken with poverty and three trust-worthy persons can 
testify for this. [Muslim] 


5. Ask Al-Ghaniyy. 
Use the beautiful and comprehensive supplication of Musa (as) while realizing your need 
of Al-Ghaniyy: 
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My Lord! Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me! [28:24] 


6. Give of what you love. 

When you give charity there are two very important instructions: only give from halal 
wealth or belongings and don’t give what you would dislike for yourself. Ibn ‘Abbas (ra) 
mentioned as reported in tafseer Ibn Katheer: Allah commanded them to spend from the 
purest, finest and best types of their money and prohibited spending from evil and 
dishonest money, because Allah is pure and good and only accepts that which is pure and 
honest. Verily, Allah is far Richer than you, He is in no need of this money, so do not give, for 
His sake, what you would dislike for yourselves. 

Giving of what you love is something lost in our modern day, individualistic society. 
How many times do we give away old, even broken clothes in charity? Al-Ghaniyy knows you 
best. Reflect on this crucial statement: By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend of 
that which you love [4:92] So give away something you love yourself and you will feel the effect 
on your heart! 


O Allah, Al-Ghaniyy, we know that You need none and all need you. Make us recognize our 
poverty in front of You and always make us thankful for the wealth You bestow on us and aid us 
to use it for Your sake. Adorn us with contentment with Your decree and make us of those who 
give away of what they love, ameen! 


Al-Ghaalib: The Victor, the Predominant 





Al-Ghaalib is the One who is victorious in every situation. He is the only One who decides and 
does as He wants with the creation and makes the believers prevail. 


Meaning: Ghaalib comes from the root ghayn-laam-baa, which points to two main meanings. 
1) To be victorious and to prevail. 
2) To be predominant and overcome. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Ghaalib on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 31 
times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are yaghliboo (“the will 
overcome”), ghaaliboona (“victorious”), and maghloobun (“one overpowered”). 


Linguistically ghaalib refers to the one possessing the attribute of victory and dominance, 
whereas ghalaba refers to the verb “to overcome.” From the same root comes the word ghulb in 
the Quran, Allah says: wa hadaa’iga ghulba— and gardens of dense shrubbery [80:30], which 
points to a thick foliage of plants to be found in the earth and “overcoming” the soil it is growing 
in. 
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Al-Ghaalib is the ultimate one to prevail, control, dominate, and overcome each being and 
situation with great ease and utmost wisdom— and whenever He pleases. 


Story of Yusuf (as): 

Al-Ghaalib Himself says: And the one from Egypt who bought him said to his wife, 
“Make his residence comfortable. Perhaps he will benefit us, or we will adopt him as a son.” And 
thus, We established Joseph (Yusuf) in the land that We might teach him the interpretation of 
events. And Allah is predominant over His affair, but most of the people do not know. [12:21] 

Allah calls Himself Al-Ghaalib in Surah Yusuf. In the story of Yusuf (as), everything is 
intended one way and it goes the other way, a beautiful example of how everything is in the 
control of Al-Ghaalib. Yusuf’s brothers wanted to get rid of him so they can get the love of their 
father. They left him to die in the well, but he survived. Allah says in this surah: Wallahu 
ghaalibun ‘alaa amrih (And Allah is predominant over His affairs). What He wills will happen, 
even though everything indicates another way. Then the wealthy ruler named al-‘Azeez buys 
Yusuf (as) and brings him into His palace. The ruler’s wife, a powerful & beautiful woman, does 
everything she can to seduce this young, single man who is her slave. Every single aspect is 
tempting for zina (immorality) but Yusuf (as) doesn’t sway. He ends up descending from a palace 
into the darkest prison and from the prison back to a ruling position in Egypt where he is reunited 
with his beloved father, Ya’qoob (as). 


All the events of this story are a clear sign that the final decision is to Al-Ghaalib, “against all 
odds.” And every human being is like Yusuf (as) in that in his affairs Allah is Al-Ghaalib! 


How Can You Live By This Name? 


1. Have strong belief. 

Never fear people and their decisions, never be deceived by the looks of a situation nor 
be scared of losing your possessions — know that Allah is Al-Ghaalib in your affairs and He will 
decide what happens. Next time you feel tempted to care more about the acceptance of people or 
gaining belongings than trying to please Al-Ghaalib, remind yourself and live by this ayah: If 
Allah should aid you, no one can overcome (ghaaliba) you; but if He should forsake you, who is 
there that can aid you after Him? And upon Allah let the believers rely [3:160] 


2. Hold onto the truth. 

Allah has written, 7 will surely overcome (la’aghlibanna), I and My messengers. Indeed, 
Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might [58:21] Know that if you stick to the truth and to your 
Islamic principals you will win; no matter how weak the believers might get, the truth will 
prevail. This is because Allah is Al-Ghaalib; the victory of those who follow Him and the 
messengers is His promise and when Allah promises, He delivers. Allah says: But those who 
were certain that they would meet Allah said, ‘How many a small company has overcome 
(ghalabat) a large company by permission of Allah. And Allah is with the patient’ [2:249] So 
hold on to the truth, no matter how weak it seems, have strong belief Allah is Al-Ghaalib, 
have patience and victory will be yours, whether in this life or the next! And whoever is an ally 
of Allah and His Messenger and those who have believed — indeed, the party of Allah they will 
be the predominant (al-ghaaliboona). [5:56] 
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3. Take lessons from the past. 

And Pharaoh and his people were overcome (faghuliboo) right there and became 
debased. [7:119] While you read the ayah in the Quran of the former people and their fates, Allah 
observes if and how you apply these lessons in your daily life. Do you try to avoid the sins they 
committed? Look at the characteristics of the people who were defeated because of their 
transgression, disbelief and arrogance and strive to be better than them InshaAllah. 


4. Don't let sins overcome you. 

In the Hereafter there will be a heart-shaking scene: the people of the Hellfire will beg 
Allah to release them from the Fire. They will say, “Our Lord, our wretchedness overcame 
(ghalabat) us, and we were a people astray. [23:106] However, Allah will respond: Remain you 
in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!” Verily, there was a party of My servants who 
used to say: “Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, for You are the Best of 
all who show mercy! But you took them for a laughing stock, so much so that they made you 
forget My remembrance while you used to laugh at them!) Verily, I have rewarded them this Day 
for their patience; they are indeed the ones that are successful. [23:108-111] Let this scene 
inspire you to not be overcome by sins in this life and end up like the people begging Allah for 
one more chance. Instead believe in this life and continuously ask Al-Ghaalib for forgiveness and 
mercy, as you will not get a second chance to return to this world! 


5. Don't think you can prevail by yourself. 

Never attribute any victory or success to yourself, nor dominate others in an unjust way. 
And [remember] when Shaytan made their deeds pleasing to them and said, No one can 
overcome (ghaaliba) you today from among the people, and indeed, I am your protector. [8:48] 
Some people think they can prevail by themselves or they attach their mind or trust to another 
human being or even object, but eventually they will be defeated. 


6. Don't be deceived. 

But, [on the contrary], We have provided good things for these [disbelievers] and their 
fathers until life was prolonged for them. Then do they not see that We set upon the land, 
reducing it from its borders? So it is they who will overcome? [21:44] Sometimes the wealth, 
success, beauty and even intelligence of those who disbelieve can be confusing and even 
tempting. Know that Al-Ghaalib only prolongs the lives of some people for them to increase in 
their transgression. Say to those who disbelieve, You will be overcome and gathered together to 
Hell, and wretched is the resting place. [3:12] 


7. Call upon Al-Ghaalib. 

When all people turn against him after years of calling to Allah, what does Nuh (as) do? 
He doesn’t ask others for help, he doesn’t give up, but he turns to Al-Ghaalib and beautifully 
supplicates: 


ie, Bae AR ge Re eae Cuan 
pols = ) Las cy a 5) Le 39 So he invoked his Lord, “Indeed, I am overpowered, so 
help. [54:10] Whenever you feel overpowered, call upon Al-Ghaalib with this Quranic du’a! 


O Allah, Al-Ghaalib, we know that You are the One who is predominant in all affairs. Make us of 
those who have strong belief, hold onto the truth at all times and learn from the lessons You 


187 


provided us in Your book. Don't let us be overcome by sin, and make us of those who are 
victorious in both this life and the Hereafter, ameen! 


Al-Mugeet: The All-Sustainer & Nourisher 


He is the powerful maintainer who sustains, nourishes, protects, and oversees all that exists. Al- 
Muceet is taking care of all living beings by sending down all kinds of physical and spiritual 
nourishment for them! 


Meaning: Muqeet come from the root qaaf-waw-taa, which carries four main meanings. 
1) To supply, maintain, and sustain. 
2) To feed and nourish. 
3) To keep, preserve, and guard. 
4) To witness, observe, and watch over. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Al-Muqeet on one occasion in the Quran. This root appears 
twice in the Quran in two derived forms. Examples of these forms are aqgwdtahd (its sustenance) 
and mugqeetan (a keeper). 


Linguistically, mugeet refers to the attribute of sustaining. Al-Muqeet sustains bodies and the 
souls and He has taken it upon Himself to sustain His creation. As He creates all things, Al- 
Muceet also creates what sustains them; He makes accessible what is necessary and what is 
luxury. He gives us what we need to survive, until He wills to put an end to life. Then He simply 
withholds what keeps us alive. Al-Muqeet alone is capable and knowledgeable of everything. 


Al-Mucgeet Himself says: . . . And ever is Allah , over all things, a Keeper [4:85]. 


Al-Muceet protects and sustains living beings; in this sense this name is strongly related to Al- 
Hafeedh, The Preserver. He does not only sustain our bodies with provisions like food and drink, 
but Al-Mugeet also for example sustains the heart through knowledge. Sustaining us is even 
more specific than the attribute of providing for us, Ar-Razzaaq. 


Some reports give the name al-Mugheeth instead of al-Mugeet. Al-Mugheeth is interpreted as 
meaning the Helper, for He helps His slaves at times of difficulty when they call upon Him; He 
answers them and saves them. It also has the meaning of the One Who responds and the One 
Who is called upon. Ighaathah [help] refers to actions and istijaabah [responding] refers to 
words, but they may be used interchangeably. Ibn al-Qayyim said: He is the Helper of all His 
creatures, and He responds to those who are desperate [Sharh Asmaa’ Allaah ta’aala al-Husna by 
Dr. Hissah al-Sagheer] 


How Can We Live By This name? 


1. Make abundant du’a to Al-Mugeet. 
Al-Muceet hears the silent du’a and responds to it and knows your affliction and is the 
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only One Who removes it. Call upon Al-Muceet, using this beautiful name, to ask to sustain your 
body with provisions and your heart with the knowledge of Islam. 


2. Recognize Al-Mugeet in every sustenance. 

Let this name inspire you to equip yourself with this good manner: every time food is 
brought to you, recognize Al-Mugeet and His amazing grace through which you are provided 
with food. This goes for all the daily life provisions you never really think about, even the 
knowledge you are able to gain to strengthen your mind and heart. If you train yourself to such 
recognition you will be able to live by this name. 


3. Sustain others with the help of Al-Mugqeet. 

If you are grateful to Al-Mugqeet for His sustenance, protection and nourishment He will 
make you treasure-house for His servants, enabling you to sustain others, teach them knowledge, 
and lead them to the ever-Living, the Sustainer. 


4. Seek your wishes from Al-Mugeet only. 

Only seek the fulfillment of all your wishes and desires from Him, for only Al-Mugeet 
holds the keys to the treasures of His sustenance. Al-Mugeet said in a hadith qudsi to Musa (as): 
O Musa! Ask Me with regard to everything, including your shoe strings and the salt for your pot. 


5. Rely on Al-Mugeet. 

He can sustain and look after the whole creation without ever getting tired, so be sure Al- 
Muceet looks after you in the best possible way. Rely on Him to provide for you, nourish you 
and protect you by never seeking haram means of sustenance or doubting in His power to 
maintain you. 


6. Nourish your soul by faith in Al-Mugeet. 
Nourish your heart by having faith in His Oneness and nourish your soul by the five 
pillars of Islam; shahadah, prayer, zakat, fasting and Hajj. 


7. Use your sustenance in the right way. 

Whatever Al-Mugeet blessed you with, protected you with and gave you access to, show 
Him that you use it to please Him and not to anger Him. Pay your zakah over your belongings, 
give abundant sadaqah with your time and skills. Don’t misuse your sustenance by using it for 
inpermissable things or by being ungrateful or unsatisfied. 


O Allah, Al-Mugeet, we know that You are the only One able to maintain all there ever was, is 
and will be. Sustain our bodies and souls, make us recognize Your sustenance and guide us to be 
of those who use their sustenance to gain Your Pleasure and become a way of sustenance for 
others, teaching others and leading them to You. Bless us with reliance on You and make us seek 
You only for everything we want or need, ameen! 
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Al-Qaabid, Al-Baasit: The Withholder, The Extender 


The Names Al-Qaabid & Al-Baasit are not specifically used as beautiful names in the Quran. 
Qaabid and Baasit are Opposites: 


Al-Qaabid is the One whose wisdom decides when to withhold something or to make something 
scarce, either physically or spiritually. He is the One who holds all hearts in His hand. 


Al-Baasit is the One Who expands and amplifies all abundance and the One whose glory and 
abundance fill and expand the heart! 


Meaning: 

Qaabid comes from the root qaa-baa-daad, which refers to the attribute of withholding. It 
points to meanings like to lay hold of, to grasp, to make scarce, and to have absolute ownership 
of something (to hold in the hand). It also means to contract the heart, which causes distress, 
depression, and lack of joy. 


Baasit comes from the root baa-seen-taa, which refers to the attribute of expanding. It means to 
extend, to grant abundance, to provide amply and to widen, to make spacious. The term Baasit 
includes a powerful and majestic sense of infusing something with a gift that will grow and 
flourish in great abundance. 


Linguistically, the first name refers to decrease while the second to increase; these two actions 
embrace all things in existence. In other words, if Allah decreases something, this means that 
He withholds it, and if He increases something, this means that He extends it. Therefore 
these two names are mentioned together. 


There are different fields of Qabd (withholding) and Bast (expanding). One of the meanings of 
Al-Qaabid and Al-Baasit has to do with people’s provision or sustenance. 


Allah says: Allah extends provision for whom He wills of His slaves, and straightens it for whom 
(He wills). Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of all things. [29:62] 


Regarding people’s provision, we should not say this is due to someone being intelligent or 
talented, because Allah is the One Who withholds or extends provision for people. 


Allah’s extension of provision is for your honor or for your trial and His withholding of your 
provision is for treatment or protection. Allah says: And if Allah were to enlarge provision for 
His slaves, they would surely rebel in the earth, but He sends down by measure as He wills. 
Verily, He is, in respect of His slaves, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer (of things that benefit them). 
[42:27] 


Allah withholds when it is good and gives when it is good. Sometimes our chests feel tight and 
our iman feels low. This constriction of our hearts can bring us back to Allah if we take the step 
to strive. At other times, our hearts feel spiritually expanded, our iman, is strong, and we feel joy 
and strength to face the world. We daily struggle with the heart, which is called qalb in Arabic, 
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which means to change or to turn. Just like Allah is Al-Qaabid, He is Al-Baasit who can remove 
any constriction we feel. 


Allah equipped you with a special criterion: Al-Qabd, whereby you feel depressed and dispirited 
as soon as you commit a sinful deed, like lying to others, looking at indecent things etc. You feel 
Al-Qabd only if your heart is still alive and you are sensitive. 


Why does Allah grant us our mind? So that we thereby know Him! Why does He grant us our 
pure original human nature? So that we know our mistakes! With our mind we know our Lord; 
with our pure original human nature we know our mistakes by feeling unhappy and depressed. 
But instead of staying in that state, we should get up, seek forgiveness, and follow up our bad 
deeds with good ones! 


As well, sometimes Allah causes us to feel qabd (constriction) so that we reflect on its causes, 
like a stomachache tells us we ate something bad. Why do we feel like this? Did we put our trust 
in others than Allah? Did you seek the pleasure of others instead of the pleasure of Allah? 


How Can You Live by This Name? 


1. Know that after hardship comes ease. 

If you feel in a state of constriction, look forward to expansion and lightness. Understand 
it is from Allah. The Story of Yusuf (as) is characterized by the ups and downs; from the well, to 
a palace, from prison to Minister, from separation to unity. He made the best of his situation and 
knew the relief was coming. Have this attitude & strength and you will succeed, no matter the 
situation! 


2. Contemplate nature. 

Allah withholds the clouds from some people and provides them to others, and in some 
places the rain would be much heavier than in others. This means that Allah withholds rain from 
some and provides it to some. Allah is also the One who ‘withholds’ (conceals) daylight and then 
brings it back. Allah says: Then We withdraw it (daylight) to Us a gradual concealed withdrawal. 
[25:46] Reflect on these types of qabd and bast every time you experience them! 


3. Reflect on life and death. 

Allah Al-Qaabid, Al-Baasit infuses souls into us (bast) and gives us life, and He also 
seizes souls and causes them to die (qabd). Allah says: Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, 
and He is over all things competent— [He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which 
of you is best in deed- and He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving. [67:1-2] 


4. Be a source of expansion to others. 
Be of those who offer relief to other people. Expand the hearts of others by reminding 
them of the blessings of Allah (swt) and that after hardship comes ease! 


5. Do da’wah with these names! 

While doing da’wah strike the balance between reassuring people of Allah’s mercy and 
warning them of His punishment. Because Allah is simultaneously Al-Qaabid and Al-Baasit, you 
as a da’ee or da’eeyah should also warn people away from disobeying Allah and encourage 
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them to obey Him. Three things must always be dwelling together in your heart as a true 
believer: glorification of Allah (through contemplation on the miraculous universe), love for 
Allah (through contemplation of His divine favors), and fear of Him (through contemplation of 
His irresistible wrath and punishment). 


6. Sleep in the name of Allah. 

When you sleep it’s called a minor death. Allah withholds the souls of some and they will 
never wake up and He returns the souls of others and they do wake up. That’s why it’s very 
important to make your bedtime du’a: Allahumma bismika amootu wa ahyaa- O Allah in 
Your Name I die and live. 


7. Remember the Day of Resurrection! 

Allah says about another example of His power of qabd: They made no just esteem of 
Allah such as due to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection, the whole of the earth will be in His 
Grasp, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. Glorified is He and far Exalted is He 
above all that they associate as partners with Him! [39:67)] 


8. Beg Al-Qaabid, Al-Baasit to guide your heart. 

A happy heart is the heart filled with iman. The Prophet (sw) made this du’a often: Yaa 
mugqallibal quloob, thabbit qalbee ‘alaa deenik — (O Turner of the Hearts, keep my heart firm 
on Your Religion). 


O Allah, Al-Qaabid, Al-Baasit, lead us by Your withholding and expanding to whatever is best 
for us in this life and the next. Guide our hearts and grant us strong faith to believe that after 
hardship comes ease. Make us contemplate your perfect power by reflecting on nature and by 
remembering our life, death, and resurrection, and favor us by being a source of expansion for 
others. Ameen! 


Al-Muhsin: The Benefactor, Doer of Good 





He provides whatever He has created with countless blessings and the One who has perfected, 

sustained, and guided everything He has created. Al-Muhsin is the One who loves and inspires 

doing good in His slaves and who possesses the perfect good & excellence in all that He makes 
happen. 


Meaning: Muhsin comes from the root haa-seen-noon, which points to four main meanings. 
1) To be and to do good and to pursue excellence. 
2) To be beautiful. 
3) To be kind. 
4) To be suitable, proper, and fitting. 


Occurrence: Allah’s name Al-Mushin is not mentioned in the Quran but occurs in narrations of 
the Prophet (sw). This root appears 194 times in the Quran in 12 derived forms. Examples of 
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these forms are ahsana (“does good”), ahsanu (“is best’), husnan (“good”) and al-muhsineena 
(“the good doers”). 


Linguistically, hasana is the root for the words hasan (good), ahsan (better), and (al) husna (the 
best). The Islamic concept of ihsaan, or excellence, comes from the same root. A muhsin (male, 
plural muhsineen) and a muhsina (female, plural muhsinaat) are those who do good and who 
when saying someone did well, can say: ahsant (-i or —a), which means “well done” or 
“excellent!” 


Al-Muhsin refers to the One who is perfectly good in His Essence and who does all His actions 
in the best possible manner, achieving excellence and reaching ultimate beauty and perfection. 


The Prophet (sw) said: Surely Allah is Muhsin and He loves ihsaan in everything; if you kill, kill 
in a good way and if you slaughtered, slaughter in a good way... [part of the hadith- At- 
Tabaraani and Al-Albaani, Saheeh Al-Jami] 


There are three degrees of Islam: 
(1) Islam 

The first degree is islam, which means submission. When it is mentioned separately from 
imaan it refers to the religion as a whole, as Allah says: Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam. 
[3:19] When Islam is used with the word imaan (faith or belief) it refers to outward deeds and 
words, as Allah says: The bedouins say: ‘We believe. Say: You believe not but you only say, We 
have surrendered (in Islam), for Faith has not yet entered your hearts...’ [49:14] 


(2) Iman 

The second degree is iman, which means belief committed to submission and may mean 
one of two things. When it is used without the word “Islam,” it refers to the religion as a whole, 
as Allah says: Allah is the Wali of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into 
light. [2:257] 

Allah limited the word iman to those who adhere to His religion in full, inwardly and 
outwardly, as He says: The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in 
their hearts and when His Verses are recited unto them, they increase their Faith; and they put 
their trust in their Lord. [8:2] When iman is used with the word Islam it refers to inward beliefs, 
or the actions of the heart. 

Thus, when either iman or Islam are used alone, there is no difference and they both refer 
to the entire religion. If there is any difference between them, Islam refers to outward physical 
actions and the word iman refers to inward actions of the heart. 


(3) Ihsaan. 

The third degree is ihsaan, which in Arabic means doing something well, perfectly, and 
sincerely. Islamically, it may mean two things: 

(i) when used alone (not with Islam or imaan) it refers to the religion as a whole. 

(ii) when it is used with either or both Islam and iman the meaning is perfecting one’s outward 
and inward deeds. The Prophet (sw) beautifully explained the meaning of ihsaan: It means 
worshipping Allah as if you can see Him, and although you cannot see Him, He can see you. [AI- 
Bukhaari, Muslim] 
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How can you live by this name? 


1. Strive for ihsaan. 

Ihsaan is a complete way of life, so let this concept accompany you in all your actions. 
Strive for al-ihsaan in your relationship with Allah as in being able to worship Him as if you saw 
Him and strive for al-ihsaan as good behavior to others, like kindness to your parents, relatives, 
the poor, etc. When you have a guest, give them the best you have. When you are with your 
parents, show them the best of your manners. Also appreciate the ihsaan of others. 

Strive for al-ihsaan as an act of excellence and in your relationship with yourself, 
meaning in every deed you do, you try your best! When you are at your job, do your best, when 
you are at school, try your best. The Prophet (sw) said: Allah has prescribed al-ihsaan in every 
matter. [Muslim] SubhanAllah, we are even asked as Muslims to sharpen the knife when we 
slaughter as to cause minimal distress to the animal. 


2. Study the Quran to find out what is good. 

On many occasions in the Quran the muhsineen, the good doers, are mentioned. The 
muhsineen are loved by Allah and close to Him. Allah even describes actions characterizing 
them, pay special attention to these ayahs. Allah says: And whoever submits his face to Allah 
while he is a doer of good (muhsin) — then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold... 
[31:22] Make it your mission to find out what the Quran says about what are good deeds and 
what their reward is, so you can apply them and become of the muhsineen InshaAllah! 


3. Realize that Allah’s ways are excellent. 

Allah is the only true Mushin. He is perfect in His Names, attributes, and actions. Truly 
realize that everything Allah gives and takes from you, is for your own good, and let this 
inspire you to complain less and start being more content. Allah’s ihsaan is general with the 
whole creation; He created you in a perfect way without being asked and His ihsaan is specific. 
He rewards the good doers with the place of ultimate good: His Paradise! 


4. Ask Al-Muhsin. 

Allah says in a heart-melting ayah in Surah Ar-Rahman: Hal jazaa’ul ihsaani illal- 
ihsaan — Is the reward for good [anything] but good? [55:60] Each day ask Al-Mushin for 
ihsaan in all aspects of your life, in your inward and outward actions. Do you worship Allah as if 
you see him or at least as he sees you? Ask Him to bless you with the highest degree of ihsaan: 
apart from being aware He sees you, worshipping Him as if you see Him! 


5. Study the names of Allah. 
The beautiful names of Allah are called al asmaa ul husnaa. Study them and most 
importantly, live by them. 


O Allah, Al-Mushin, we know that You are Doer of ultimate good. Adorn us with ihsaan in all our 
aspects of life and make us worship you as if we see You. Include us in the rewards of the 
muhsineen and make us live by the fact You are perfect and beyond excellence in Your dealings 
with us. Bless us with good in this life and the ultimate good in the Hereafter, seeing You in 
Paradise, ameen! 
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As-Sitteer: The Concealer of Sins 


Meaning: Comes from the 3-letter verb seen-taa-raa. 
1) To conceal, hide, or cover. 
2) To prevent or to keep away. 


Sitr refers to the concept of concealing something. 


Sitteer is the emphasized form of the root, which points out to an intense quality and quantity — 
indicates extreme concealment. 


The One who is doing the “covering” knows what is under the “cover.” 


Allah loves to always cover His slaves’ faults and never exposes them. He covers them from 
disgrace and shields them from Hellfire. 


Allah also likes His slaves to conceal their sins and avoid anything that is bound to dishonor 
them. We should always be aware of His presence and show Him respect. 


Allah Alone can keep Hisaab of our good & bad deeds. He continues to cover our sins over & 
over again. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: A Bedouin was taking a bath in public. The Prophet (saw) said: “Verily Allah Mighty 
and Majestic is Haleem (Forebearing), Hayee (Shy), Sitteer (Covering). He loves modesty and 
shyness and covering. Therefore, when any of you bathe let him cover himself (i.e. from the 
sight of people).” [Abu Dawud, An-Nasaa’ee, al-Baihaqi, Ahmed, graded as saheeh] 


Allah’s name As-Sitteer is related in meaning to Al-Haleem, the Forebearing. Imagine a 
humanity sinning openly against Him while highly dependent on Him? Insan would not even be 
able to move one limb in disobedience to their Lord if He did not give them the ability. 


Then see how Allah, who is completely independent from the whole creation, is forebearing and 
covers His slaves out of His generosity and reluctance to disgrace them. He overlooks, covers, 
and conceals time and time again even though acts of disobedience rise up to Him continuously. 


Yet, He calls mankind to a beautiful and simple act: Repentance — When we repent to Allah for 
our sins, it is between us and Allah only. He conceals it from the people. 


How can you live by this name? 


1. Keep your sins to yourself. 

How many people actually boast about their bad deeds, the bad places they visited, or bad 
people whose company they shared? The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “My entire nation is 
safe, except al-mujahirin (those who boast about their sins). Among the mujaharah is the person 
who commits an (evil) act, and wakes up in the morning while Allah has kept his (sin) a secret, 
and says: ‘ʻO so-and-so! Last night I did this and that.’ He goes to sleep while Allah has kept his 
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(sin) a secret but he wakes up in the morning and uncovers what Allah has kept a secret!” [Al- 
Bukhari] So keep your sins a secret and repent to As-Sitteer. 

Be inspired by this advice of Umar ibn Al-Khattaab (ra): Abdullah Ibn Masoud (ra) 
related that a man came to the Prophet (saw) and said: “Ya Rasool! I have mingled with a woman 
in the far side of al-Madinah, and I fulfilled my desire shortly after (i.e. had sex with her). So, 
here I am. Judge me according to what you decide.” Umar ibn al-Khattaab then said: “Allah had 
kept your secret. Why did you not keep your secret?” [Muslim] 

And Allah warns us: “Verily those who like that (the crime) of illegal sexual intercourse 
should be propagated among those who believe, they will have a painful torment in this world 
and in the Hereafter.” [24:19] 


2. Don't expose others’ faults. 

Apart from covering your own sins, you should also keep away from exposing the sins of 
others when they did not commit their sins openly. How many people are eager to seek out and 
expose the sins and bad deeds of others, sometimes just to make themselves look better? A 
beautiful formula from the sunnah is: cover the faults of a Muslim and Allah will cover you in 
this life and the next! 

The Prophet (saw) said: “He, who relieves a hardship of this world for a believer, Allah 
will relieve (from him) a hardship of the Day of Resurrection; he who makes easy an indebted 
person, Allah will make it easy for him in this world and the Hereafter; he who covers a Muslim 
(meaning his mistakes and shortcomings), Allah will cover him in the world and the 
Hereafter.” [Muslim] 


3. Call on As-Sitteer. 
There’s a beautiful supplication from the sunnah in which the verb of satara is used. Part 
of the morning and evening adhkaar (remembrance) is that Rasool (sw) used to supplicate: 


wos od aL Sial Ai ne Kil 55495 Le of Gala gis! Hi gal eal 
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O Allah, I ask You for pardon and well-being in this life and the next. O Allah, I ask You for 
pardon and well-being in my religious and worldly affairs, and my family and my wealth. O 
Allah, veil my weaknesses and set at ease my dismay. O Allah, preserve me from the front and 
from behind and on my right and on my left and from above, and I take refuge with You lest I be 
swallowed up by the earth. [Ibn Maajah, saheeh] 


O Allah, As-Sitteer, we know that You conceal and cover us continuously. Aid us in keeping our 

misdeeds secret and cover us from disgrace in this world and the next. Make us of those who do 
not expose nor seek out the faults of others and shield us against the Fire so we can enter Your 

paradise safely, Ameen! 
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Ad-Dayyaan: The Supreme Judge 


Meaning: He is the Irresistible and All-Powerful Judge and Ruler who rewards or punishes 
people according to their deeds. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Prophet (saw) said, “...Then He (Allah) will call out to them with a voice that 
those far off will hear just as those nearby will hear): I am the King. I am the Supreme 
Judge...” (Al-Haakim. Sheikh Al-Albaanee classified it as hasan ‘good’ .) 


Adh-Dhaahir: The Outward 


Meaning: Adh-Dhaahir (the Outward) is the Most Great who is above everything and nothing is 
above Him. Al-Baatin is the One who is nearest to everything and everyone due to His full 
awareness of all secrets, and what is yet more hidden. 


Occurrence: Both names occur only once. 


Evidence: “He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward; and He has full knowledge 
of all things.” (Surat Al-Hadeed, 57:3) 


Ash-Shaafee: The Curer 


Meaning: He is well aware of all physical 
and spiritual diseases as well as their remedy, 
and He is the only One who can heal them. 
There is no cure except His cure, and none 
can relieve suffering. His legislation is the 
panacea (a solution or remedy for all 
difficulties or diseases) for all humanity’s ills 
and the source of humanity’s good and well- 
being. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in 
the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s 
Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Prophet (saw) said, “Remove 
the disease, O Lord of mankind, and cure 
[him/her], for You are the Great 

Curer...” (Reported by Al-Bukhaaree) 
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As-Sayyid: The Master 


Meaning: He is the Master of all creation. No doubt, all creation in this duniya are His slaves 
who turn to none but Him and who act by His command. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “The Master is 
Allah.” (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Daawood: Saheeh) 


At-Tayyib: The Good & Pure One 

Meaning: Allah is free of any imperfection. He is good and pure in His being, His actions, His 
names and His attributes. He loves those who are good and pure and accepts only that which is 
good and pure. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “O people! 
Allah is Pure and, therefore, accepts only that which is pure. ...” (Reported by Muslim) 


Al-Mu’tee: The Giver 


Meaning: He is the real provider. No one can withhold what He gives, nor can anyone give what 
He withholds. There is no limit to what He gives, and whatever He gives reaches all His creation. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “...Allah is the Giver 
and I am Al-Qaasim (i.e. the distributor) ...” (Reported by Al-Bukhaaree) 


Al-Jameel: The Beautiful 


Meaning: He has the best and perfect qualities. He is Beautiful in His Being, and all His names, 
attributes and actions are also beautiful. 


Al-Jameel is the one who is the most beautiful and the source of all beauty to be found in 
creation. He is perfect and most beautiful in His essence, attributes, and actions! 
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Meaning: Jameel comes from the root jaa-meem-laam which points to three main meanings: 
1) To be beautiful, gracious, and good. 
2) To be all at once. 
3) Refers to a camel. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 
ThE root appears 11 times in the Quran in five derived forms. Examples of these forms are al- 
jamalu (“the camel”), jumlatan (“all at once”) and jameelan (“good, gracious”). 


Linguistically, jameel is used to indicate something or someone who or which possesses 
attributes of beauty, in either their appearance, character or actions. Jameel can therefore be used 
for a human being, for example “hiya jameelah" — she is beautiful. Human beings can look good, 
but their inner attributes may not be beautiful at all. Others might not look beautiful, but display 
beauty in their actions and good deeds. Only Allah is Al-Jameel, most beautiful in essence, 
names, and attributes and actions. And only He is the true source of all the beauty of the creation! 


The Prophet (sw) said: Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty. [Muslim] 


The Messenger of Allah (sw) said, “Allah is beautiful and loves beauty.” (Reported by Muslim) 


Human beings are naturally attracted by beauty and we look for it in people and objects. All the 
beauty of this world is nothing compared to the beauty of the Creator Himself, and the beauty of 
others all comes from Him and His power alone. Let’s look at three ways in which the beauty of 
Allah is demonstrated: 


(1) Jamaal az-zaat: Allah Himself is beauty. Al-Jameel covers Himself with a veil and the 
creation is incapable to perceive the beauty and light of His appearance. The Prophet (sw) said: 
His is a veil of light. If He were to remove it, the glory of His countenance would ignite 
everything of Creation as He looks upon it. [Muslim] 

The greatest of delights of the Hereafter is that the successful believers will be able to see 
His beauty. Al-Jameel says: “That day will faces be resplendent, looking to their Lord.” [79: 
22-23] In fact, for the people of the Hellfire their very inability to see Allah (sw) increases their 
suffering and torment. 


(2) Jamaal as-sifaat: all Allah’s names and attributes are perfect and beautiful. Al-Jameel says: 
“Allah’s are the most beautiful names, so invoke Him by them.” [7:180] 


(3) Jamaal al af’al: Allah has utmost beauty in all His actions. All His actions testify of His 
perfectly timed and proportioned mercy, justice, wisdom, protection etc. Al-Jameel says: 
“Perfected is the Word of your Lord in truth and justice.” [6:115] 


How do we live by this name? 
1. Take care of your appearance. 
Someone once approached the Prophet (sw) and asked: “What if someone likes that his 


clothing and his shoes are beautiful?” Rasool (sw) replied: “Allah loves to see the affects of His 
grace upon His servant.” [At-Tirmidhee] 
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Al-Jameel provided us with clothes and adornments and He loves to see the external 
beauty of His slaves, because they reflect His blessings on them. However, in looking after our 
appearance and belongings, we should never be extravagant! 

There is a commendable and a blameworthy type of beauty in outward appearance. You 
can make any act of beautifying yourself as an act of worship if you do it for the sake of Allah. 
Examples of beautifying yourself for the sake of Allah are: dressing beautifully in prayer, to 
(privately) please your spouse or actually concealing your beauty, by wearing the proper hijab 
and by observing cleanliness. Then there is beautification for the sake of this world, for power, 
pride or showing off, which is blameworthy. Go for the commendable to gain rewards! 


2. Strive for inner beauty. 

The Prophet (saw) was not only beautiful in his looks but also in his character and 
manners. An example of inner beauty is being grateful to Al-Jameel for His blessings and 
beautifying your deeds by seeking His pleasure only with them. Allah says: “O Children of 
Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts, etc.) 
and as an adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better.” [7:26] 

LESSON: Spend more time on beautifying yourself on the INSIDE rather than only beautifying 
your outside (e.g. purifying your heart of diseases like jealousy, ill-feelings, showing off, and 
hypocrisy). This will also have an effect on your outside appearance! Beautify your tongue with 
the truth and beautify your limbs and actions with obedience to Al-Jameel. 


3. Beware of the trial of beauty. 

Yusuf (as) was given half of all human beauty [Muslim], and beauty can be a trial for us 
from Al-Jameel. Does it make you arrogant or do you realize it is only temporary and you are 
grateful for it to Al-Jameel, without letting it get in the way of your worship? When you see 
something or someone beautiful, always remember the source of this beauty is Allah (swt). You 
can say tabaarakAllah or MashaAllah- this is also a means to prevent the works of the evil eye. 


4. Never praise excessively. 

A hadith makes mention of a man who was being praised excessively by someone 
whereupon Rasool (sw) said: “Woe be to you! You have broken the neck of your friend!” He 
repeated this several times and added: “If one of you has to praise his friend at all, he should say: 
I reckon him to be such and such and Allah knows him well, if you think him to be so-and-so, 
you will be accountable to Allah because no one can testify the purity of others against 
Allah.” [Al-Bukhaari, Muslim]. 

LESSON: This hadith teaches us that if you have to praise someone at all, say: “In my opinion 
he or she is such and such, if you really think as you say as it is only Allah who thoroughly 
knows the person.” 


5. Be motivated by Allah’s beauty. 

Your faith in Allah’s beauty will increase your connection with Him; just imagine how 
beautiful Allah must be. Be bedazzled by a beautiful sunset as a blessing from Him and let it 
increase your love and longing for Him, but always remind yourself that nothing in this world 
can weigh up to gazing at His countenance in Paradise. So strive for your akhirah by doing good 
deeds and fight shaytan by remembering Al-Jameel consistently, as he wants to keep you away 
from the beauty of Jannah. 
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O Allah, Al-Jameel, we know that You are the most Beautiful. Adorn us with inner and outer 
beauty. Make us never forget that You are the source of all beauty and let us be grateful for all 
Your blessings. Enable us to gaze at Your beauty and make us of those who will become more 
and more beautiful with each day in Jannah, ameen! 


Az-Zhaahir: The Apparent, The Manifest, The Evident 


Az-Zhaahir is the One who is above, yet manifest in all of the creation. His Existence and 
Oneness is apparent through all of the signs in the universe, yet He is not to be perceived by our 
senses in this world! 


Meaning: Zaahir comes from the root zhaa-haa-raa, which points to five main meanings. 
1) To be visible, manifest and distinct. 
2) To open or to come out. 
3) To ascend and have a higher status. 
4) To subdue and overcome. 
5) To help and support others. 


Occurrence: Allah calls Himself Az-Zhaahir once in the Quran. This root appears 59 times in 
the Quran in ten derived forms. Examples of these forms are zhahara (“is apparant’’), 
yazhaahiroo (they have supported”), liyuzhhirahu (“to make it prevail”) and zhahrihi (“its, his 
back”). 


Az-Zhaahir is the most Manifest as everything other than Him is only manifested by His 
Attributes. He is high above His creation, the One who subdues everything and everyone and He 
is the true Helper, while others can only provide help and support through His aid. 


Az-Zhaahir Himself says: ...He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He 
is, of all things, Knowing. [57:3] 


Surah Waaqi’ah contains an extremely powerful set of questions and answers forming a mind- 
blowing discussion by the Creator to His creation: We have created you, so why do you not 
believe? Have you seen that which you emit? Is it you who creates it, or are We the Creator? We 
have decreed death among you, and We are not to be outdone. In that We will change your 
likenesses and produce you in that [form] which you do not know. And you have already known 
the first creation, so will you not remember? And have you seen that [seed] which you sow? Is it 
you who makes it grow, or are We the grower? If We willed, We could make it [dry] debris, and 
you would remain in wonder, [Saying], “Indeed, we are [now] in debt; Rather, we have been 
deprived.” And have you seen the water that you drink? Is it you who brought it down from the 
clouds, or is it We who bring it down? If We willed, We could make it bitter, so why are you not 
grateful? And have you seen the fire that you ignite? Is it you who produced its tree, or are We 
the producer? We have made it a reminder and provision for the travelers. So exalt the name of 
your Lord, the Most Great [56: 57-64] 


How Can You Live By This Name? 
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1. Look after your outward and inward. 

Not only nourish your body with food and drink and satisfying your senses, but also 
nourish your soul by the remembrance of Allah. Eg. some spend the majority of time on 
beautifying themselves while hardly reading the Quran. Never feign certain traits or abilities in 
public and never exaggerate or lie while being with others. Use this beautiful supplication in 
your daily life: O Allah! Make my inward better than my outward, and make my outward good. 
[Abdullah ibn Umar radiyallaahu ‘anhu] 


2. Be comforted by Az-Zhaahir. 

Know that He knows everything you do and what others do to you, even if no one else 
knows and that you will be dealt with justly by Az-Zhaahir. Let this hadith increase your love 
and awe of Az-Zhaahir: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said that Allah, the Glorious, said: 
“Verily, Allah has ordered that the good and the bad deeds be written down. Then He explained it 
clearly how (to write): He who intends to do a good deed but he does not do it, then Allah 
records it for him as a full good deed, but if he carries out his intention, then Allah the Exalted, 
writes it down for him as from ten to seven hundred folds, and even more. But if he intends to do 
an evil act and has not done it, then Allah writes it down with Him as a full good deed, but if he 
intends it and has done it, Allah writes it down as one bad deed” [Al-Bukharee, Muslim] 


3. Check your intention. 

Everything is apparent to Az-Zhaahir, whether you make it public or not. The Prophet 
(saw) said: The deeds are considered by the intentions, and a person will get the reward 
according to his intention... [Al-Bukharee, Muslim]. Keep checking your intention, are you 
doing that deed truly for Allah? Regularly renew your intentions when you are working on the 
path of Allah. Remind yourself: on the Day of Judgement the smallest deeds can become big and 
the biggest deeds worthless depending of the intention behind them! 


4. Look around to increase your praise of Az-Zhaahir. 

Look around you, at the plants, animals and your own self and realize it is all manifested 
through Him only. In times when your iman decreases, let these signs in your environment revive 
your faith and awe for the Manifest One and let them make you more grateful and humble. Every 
day take time to look outside, reflect and praise Az-Zhaahir. 


5. Ask Az-Zhaahir. 

Even though His existence is manifest in all of the creation, we can not see Az-Zhaahir in 
this world. Ask Him to be able to gaze at His countenance in the Hereafter. The Prophet (sw) 
made this beautiful du’a: 


eee 


- - Zia oR 77 ois - - á Be ge 2 59% 
ca i bad h a? “r E . 
ALE col) B getty LAI oll aa SAI Mikai (os) agit 


O Allah, I ask You for the delight of gazing at Your Countenance and the eagerness of meeting 
You [An-Nasaa’i] Commit this supplication to memory and use it as much as you can from the 
bottom of your heart as you are asking for the greatest delight! 
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O Allah, Az-Zhaahir we know that You are the Manifest and High. Make both our inward and 
outward good, guide us in reflecting on Your signs around us in a productive way. Bless us with 
sincerity and make us of those who are able to gaze at Your Countenance in the Hereafter, 
ameen! 


Al-Mugqgadim, Al-Mu’akh-khir: The Advancer, The Delayer 


Meaning: He places things where they should exactly belong. He advances and postpones 
whatever He pleases in His infinite wisdom and absolute justice. He decreed everything before 
He created the creation. He promotes whomever He wills to the higher positions of the righteous 
predecessors and delays and holds back whomever he wills, in His absolute wisdom and justice. 
No one can advance whatever He delays, nor delay whatever He advances. 


Occurrence: These names are not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s 
Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Prophet (saw) said, “...You (i.e. Allah) are the Advancer and You are the 
Delayer...” (Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Ar-Rafeeq: The Most Gentle 


Meaning: Allah is gentle in His actions, His legislation and His judgement. He created the 
creation and legislated laws in gradual stages with His immense wisdom and in such a way as to 
make these laws appropriate and simple for his servants. Ar-Rafeeg also means the One who 
treats His servants with kindness and leniency. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Allah is gentle and loves those who are gentle. 
He gives for gentleness that which He does not give for harshness.” (Reported by Ahmad) 


Al-Mannaan: The Bestower 

Meaning: He is the One who graciously gives favors and gifts even before He is asked. He is the 
One who shows kindness to His creation by bestowing His blessings upon them and providing 
them with everything they need. He also bestows His kindness on the righteous believers by 
guiding them, assisting them and granting them true faith. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 
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Evidence: Rasool (saw) said, “O Allah! I ask You by virtue of the fact that all praise is due to 
You; none has the right to be worshiped but You, the Bestower...” (Reported by At-Tirmidhee; 
Abu Daawood. Sheikh Al-Albaanee classified it as authentic ‘saheeh’) 


Al-Jawwaad: The Generous One 


Meaning: He gives abundantly to all His creatures without exception and bestows on them His 
kindness and countless graces and blessings. He exclusively bestows on the righteous believers 
certain blessings in this life and in the hereafter. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 


Evidence: Rasool (sw) said, “Allah is Most Generous and He loves generosity.” (Reported by 
At-Tirmidhee) 


At-Tawwaab: The Acceptor of Repentance 


Meaning: He is the One who helps His slaves repent and submit completely to Him after turning 
to Him, and then He accepts their repentance and pardons their sins. 


Occurrence: 11 times 
Evidence: “Allah is Ever-Returning, Most Merciful.” (Surat Al-Hujuraat, 49:12) 


As-Subbooh: The Supremely Glorified 


Meaning: Allah is free of any imperfection and anything that does not befit His majesty and the 
One who has no partners. All creation glorifies and declares Him free of any imperfection due to 
His perfect and beautiful names and attributes. 


Occurrence: This name is not mentioned in the Holy Qur’an but rather in the Prophet’s Sunnah. 
Evidence: Ayeshah (ra) narrated that the Prophet ( w)used to say in his bowing and prostration 


while praying, Subbuhun quddusun, rabb-ul-malaa’ikati warrooh “(You are] the Supremely 
glorified, the Holy. [You are] the Lord of the angels and of Jibreel (as).” (Reported by Muslim) 


Why does Allah use “We” when referring to Himself? 


‘He’ is an English word. 
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The Arabic term used does not have any gender. That's the beauty of the Arabic language and 
that's why it's impossible to translate it into any other language except after losing some of the 
essence. 


When Allah talks about Tawheed or Ibadah- then He uses- I/He/Allah, and "We" when 
explaining His Mercy. 


In Arabic, pronouns can be singular, dual, or plural. It can also be first, second, or third person. 
Let’s review all the pronouns used for God in the Quran: 

1) He - singular (third person) 

2) You - singular (anta) and plural (antum) (second person) 

3) I- singular (first person) 

4) We - plural (first person) 


If ‘We’ was a literal plural, then we would not find ‘He’ as singular in the Quran. We would also 
find ‘They’ (instead of just He), ‘All of you’ (instead of You). So it not literal or consistent. 


Language cannot be reduced to logic or precision like science or math. It is organic and fluid. 
Words are used to communicate different kind of meanings. You cannot reduce a language or the 
use of a word to its literal meaning (e.g. That was a cool game. It does not literally mean that 
temperature was cool, rather it was a good game). 


When it comes to the idea of the word “We”, predominantly it is used to depict God’s Royalty. 
This is true of ancient languages. A king would speak and if he’s declaring something formal 
then he wouldn’t say he declared himself to be associated with royalty. In the Quran, it is more 
subtle. One of the manifestations of God’s royalty is water. When Allah consistently talks about 
sending water down or talks about water itself, He refers to Himself. Therefore, He consistently 
uses ‘We’ whenever talking about how His Throne is associated with water. 


Allah uses the word ‘I’ in the Quran in cases of extreme anger or extreme mercy. 


Whenever you find “We” in the Quran, you will immediately find a singular word right before or 
right after that term. 
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